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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Gbrrespomlence respecting Asiatic Turkey. 


[In continuation of Confidential Paper No. 7007.] 


No. 1. 

Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquee* of Salisbury.—{Received January 2, 189V).) 

(No. 068.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, December l.\, lows. 

Wl'i'il reference to my despatch No. 010 of the s th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit to vour Lordship copy of a despatch which I have received from Van relative to 
affairs in the vilayet and the attack on l)r. Belch. 

1 have communicated that part of the despatch which rclora to Dr. Hoick to my 
German colleague. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOU. 


[nclomirc in No. 1. 

Captain Mniinsrll to Sir N. O’ Conor. 

!^ij. ^ Van, December 7, 1898. 

1 HAVE the honour to slate that the condition of affairs in this vilayet has improved 
lately, owing to the energetic action of the Vuli in dealing with robberies ot cattle by 
the Kurds in this neighbourhood. Most of the animals Imve now been restored, and the 
culprits will be punished. 

No snow has fallen yet, and tile open weather favours the lifting ol cattle. 

With reference to the ease of Dr. Belch, 1 hear that Zckki Paslm has now given 
orders that the Kurdish Chiefs, Hussein Pasha and llajji Timur Paslm, arc to lie arrested 
at Arjbh and brought in to Van, where they are to he confined in the barracks while 
inquiries arc being made, which I shall attend. 

I think it is certain, moreover, that the actual culprits, viz., llajji Timur Pasha’s 
soil and his servant, will also he brought from hiding and sent in here for Dr. Belck to 
identify. 

The opportunity will he an excellent one for pressing for the exile of both these 
Pashas, if I may so suggest to your Excellency that it he done by Decree from 
Constantinople. Their crimes arc already notorious, and their exile would be richly 
merited, for their past offences as well as for their participation in this crime. Moat 
of Dr. Belek’s effects that were stolen from him were restored to him yesterday in my 
presence. 1 have had a list prepared of the further deficiencies. 

‘ [1528] » 









The Vali has himself paid aver from .he Government Treasury here a sum of SSL, 

which had not yet been sent m. . ..vi,en<cs of this vilayet, usually sent 

1 reg rettosay.hatU,es^,dyof mo^^M ^ "" se(1 & t , le last two 
from other provinces of Anatolia -bivns, lot example 

months. (urtilc vilayet has now heen reduced, 

.*... 

further help i- civet, from outside to pay,sol; hers Jj <> heads. ^ Ulc Moslems; 

, , UML very an^y a. what they ea.l the weakness of 

the Suita,, over’thc Thessalian and Cretan ,,ues.ions. ^ 

(Signed) F. K. MAUNSELL. 


So. 2. 

•Sir ,V. 0’Conor to the Muri/um of SulMury.—(Received .h'Mar'j 2. IS99.) 

(So. 071.) Coimtimlhioiile, Drmnbrr 2S, 1S1I8. 

' |"1VaVE the honour to forward to your.lordship Herewith cop) "• a ‘ f 

(Signed) ' X. If. O-CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 2. 

Consul I-Oiujtccrth to Sir X. tyConor. 

(No. 40. Confidential.) Trebizood, December 10, 1808. 

hlr ’ IT may intorcst your Excellency to know that the recent events in Crete and 
|„ the Soudan are having, on the whole, a good efiee, on the Mahommedans at 

lrCl, The d 'inniiirles I have heen eondueting of late, hoth direct and indirect, tend to 
show that, elated ns the Christians are, the majority of the Mussulmans, though subdued 
nml denressed, are by no means disheartened. ..... 

The assertion of our power appears to have raised their hopes, and they are no 
looking forward, it would seem, to better times, when justice will run its course and 

""''''l'lier e^re! of counted among them the disreputahle, who arc much less easy in their 
minds such in parti,mlar are those win,, during the disturbances, had taken u prom.nent 
part in killing and looting, and who now fear lest this moral ascendency should lend to 

" '"^opinion of one of the Notables is significant. Our prestige, lie remarked, m 
the Islamic world is now assured, whatever Yildiz may do m support ot that of Germany, 
ltussia. nr any other Power. Such, indeed, seems to he the general wish, it not I ho 
I'cneral belief, of the more intelligent Moslems at I’rclnzond, irrespective ol classes. 

Letters from Crete and from Egypt have, I understand, heen received in praise nl the 
llritish military and civil iiuthoritios • hut this cannot he, I tlmik, the .inly means they have 
of keeping themselves informed on passing events, lliey have, ilunhtlevs othoi sources 
of information ipiick and sure, unknmvii to me, and obviously unknown to the < cntrnl 
Government, which enables them promptly enough to mould their thoughts on facts, 
rather than on fiction. 


I have, ike. 

(Signed) II. E. LUNGWORT!!. 


No. a 


Sir X. O'Co .or to lltc Marques) of Salisbury.—(Received January it, 1899.) 


(No. Hi t.) 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your T.onlship herewith copies of two despatches 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Consul at Itiiniaseiis, respecting the rumoured 
desire of the Vali of Syria to tender Ids resignation of his post. 


tfintiiwplc, Di‘c<’iitbcr #1, l?0S. 


I have, Sic. 

(Signed) X. U. O’CONOK. 


Inclosure 1 in No .•). 


Consul Richard h to Sic .V. (yConor . 

,Xo. Ul. Confidential.) 

$$ir, l)amnscus t December 111, ISOS. 

WITH reference to the telegram which I hud Ihc honour to send to your Excellency 
this morning, 1 would heir to submit the following explanatory statement. 

Your Excellency will, no doubt, have gathered from reports received from dillerent 
quarters that the Vaii slewed in all his relations with the German Emperor—the protec¬ 
tion and safekeeping of whose person was more especially confided by the Sultan to him 
an amount of /.cal, vigilance, and activity, which, if occasionally uutempered by 
discretion with regard to other persons, were otherwise beyond all praise. 

That the Emperor was thoroughly conscious of and gratified by Nazim l’ashas 
constant and strenuous efforts to do all that lay in his power, both here and elsewhere, to 
make the Imperial lour a complete success was demonstrated to the Yali’s complete 
satisfaction on several occasions, and more especially here, when lie had, the honour of 
receiving the Emperor in his own house. On this occasion His .Majesty not only 
conferred on the Vali the first class of the Order of the lied Eagle with his own hands, 
hut lie also presented him with a handsome gold cigarette case studded with jewels, his 
own portrait, as well as that of the Empress, painted in oils, his photograph, and the 
medal struck in commemoration of the Imperial visit to dorusalem. Moreover, the 
Emperor communicated to the Vali the tenour of a telegram which His Majesty had 
addressed to the Sultan, and in which reference was made to the former’s services in the 
most flattering and eulogistic terms. 

I have gone somewhat into details on this point in order that your Excellency may 
understand how eminently satisfactory, and oven, if 1 may say so, cordial, the relations 
were between the Emperor and the Vali. 

And yet the latter has not only, I am credibly informed, received no mark of 
Ottoman Imperial satisfaction at the highly creditable manner in which he carried out. 
his mission, not even in the form of a letter of approval, hut, it is asserted, he has 
received a despatch censuring him for permitting a certain Selim Hey Tahet, a Maronito 
Notable, who has, however, no olliciul standing, to take too prominent a part in the 
reception of the Imperial party. There can he no doubt that Nazim Pasha is deeply 
mortified by such treatment, tlie very reverse of what he might fairly have been led to 
expect as the outcome of a mission the onerous and often delicate duties of which he 
performed throughout to the complete satisfaction of the illustrious personages whom it 
chiefly concerned. 

it is now nearly three weeks since the Vali was first taken ill, and he still keeps to 
his house, though, I am given to understand. Ids malady is of by no means n serious 
nature. Indeed, it is currently reported, nml generally believed, that his indisposition is 
due rather to moral than to physical causes, ami when it is remembered that with 
Orientals grief and disappointment, more especially in persons of a highly-strung and 
excitable disposition such as the Vali undoubtedly is, have not unfrcquuntly the same 
physical effects as disease, the popular explanation seems plausible enough. 

With regard to my reference (in tlie telegram) to Djovad Pasha’s appointment to the 
command of this army corps as being one of the principal reasons of the Vali's request 
to he transferred elsewhere, I can only repeat what l hear on good authority- viz., that 











-these two ftmclioiii.rii-s ur, ..ow, «ml lmve been for some yean, on anything but good 
terms.tliconc'vitb|l | ie^otl | |u^,|^i i illfonils ,Imt Djcvml P«*lm .loelnrcd 

■ sat: srl sS" :: SS:rS; b;" ! * 

SBfi^H#E 3 SS!S£S£ 

bml IbnM u|m.i. bun nn "I , . ‘ , j , sur ,,rising, uniier the eircnin.tnnoos, 

rjsrxira «ta!"..:r u V - * 

,,,,a .,,>, r u.- 

-nrf .rvi.rx: ^ .s;™.*,,.* 

victim oi llieir calumny anti mlngnos. ( 

(Sfeued) ' ’ W. S. RICHARDS. 


Int’lnMiro 2 in No. ‘. 

Co„xul Ricfoi rd to Sir X. O'Conor. 

( No. 02. Confidential..! Dumimut, l)fiiuilicr -0, 

•hv, t • --i si ill., ir.r. iiisi.in! I have tin* honour to 

gSSZfJS tlie' Vnli bits so fur recovered hi. health • ,V« —1 

,yc ^fi!: , ^!;w' , Sb.;i r .!n'^"bi'mi--*. . w i i. n....r T ,™tb, ;; i 

11S b.."idn!'ebin::Vi. i :;,^rue,ba. i,„, .«i. r ^ 

eertnin big 1 .. t|imrter tl.nt be tvonld be gbm " *.*,{,7,‘t l.e- bud Icn.lcre.l bis resignation, 

IllpIpillliiSii 

!". ,Ui| "umllbe Valiha received tre.n tin- Suita, a more grae.ous replj lb. n hi 
iani autieij'atitl, ... sense nr lb.- other, «bich nottld necount tor the recur, ,. 

' ,iS ^^'‘^n'ivK t Ids ‘relations with Djcvn.l ftudut. but here again 

. ' v ■ . . hi nbut In ..lid. which did not amount to much beyond the 

..JV- bad hr.. IVlm wellnvffidS 

l];«l t™brv!di)°!c! ; r^!^okmissol 1 .,r I Inltbi I’nsba (the retiring Commandant), 
f “ r IZuW i^mtS^nmla in Damascus it will be interesting to note the nature 
of his relations with the Mushir. - 

(Signed) W. S. UlCHAltDS. 


No. 4. 


Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 9.) 

M V Constantinople, January 5,1899. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van, containing notes on a 
journey through the Trans-Caucasus, with information as to the attitude of the Russian 
authorities towards the Armenian inroads and the progress of the railway towards Kars 
and Erivan. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) N. K. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 4. 

Captain .\faunscl! to Sir N. O'Conor. 

gj r> ' ^ Van, December 19, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to report that during my recent journey through the Trans- 
Caucasus, on my way to join my post here, I made as many inquiries as possible 
regarding the Armenian revolutionaries who make raids into this country. 

Now that winter lias set in quiet may he expected ; but in Rrivnn, Igdir, and 
more especially Etchmiadzin, there is plenty of material and encouragement for these 
bands, and there is no doubt they will recommence operations in some part of this 
vilayet next spring. 

’ Many of the hands cross the frontier range by the numerous paths leading 
into the Alashgird Plain, and from tlioncc descend cither on the Van or Bitlis 
Provinces. 

From the Persinn side they seem now less likely to advance, as the Government 
there has been taking steps against them, at least so 1 am informed here, and there do 
not seem to he any in Salmas now. ... r , ~ 

1 asked whether the Armenians cared lor the conscription in the Trans-Caucasus, 
ami was told it was not at all to their liking, hut that it had tlio great saving advantage 
of training up young men to be “saviours of their country,” i.e., to form the revolu¬ 
tionary hands who come here. 

It is dillicult to say what induces the Armenians to do this, as recently certainly 
most of these hands have been almost or quite exterminated on crossing the frontier; it 
is surely not high-souled patriotism, ns such does not exist among the Armenians, 
hut it is chiefly* their inordinate vanity, and love of creating a stir and strutting about 
the stage for a short time, even although they know they will subsequently he extin¬ 
guished. , . 

They arc, of course, well supplied with money by their Committees, and must 
have the tacit consent of the Russian Government to be able to cross the frontier 
at all. . . , . 

Van town is now free from these Committees and revolutionaries, and I think that 
the Vali may be trusted to deal with any hands that arrive in a common-sense 
spirit. . , .... , 

While 1 was in Erivan the Catholicos of Etchmiadzin expressed a wish that I 
should pay Iwm a visit; hut as I had no instructions from your Excellency on this point, 
1 drove by his place without stopping. 

At Igdir quite a crowd of Armenians came round the khan where I was lodging, 
sajing, ** Ah! there is the English Consul who is going to help us in Van.’’ Then, seeing 
that I was at their mercy as regards the hiring of baggage animals, proceeded to force 
me to take the worst possible animals for tile highest possible price. 

In the Kurd villages round llayuzid and on tile Abaglia Plain are several 
Armenians who have recrossed into Turkey in consequence of the recent Edict in Russia. 
They have been entirely stripped of any little property they possessed, and are now 
practically In the position of slaves : the Kurds feeding them and employing them lor 
minding the cattle, or doing any menial office. 

The road from Ihiyazid to Van by Uergri is usually reckoned unsafe, and I met a 
small imrty of brigands, who, however, quickly cleared off on seeing a better armed 
[IMS] ' C 
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party. Other small caravans I met lm.l their muleteers and owners out in front in 

cart, was armed with a Martini, and hang round^ bcra 0 f the tribe, 

that these w retched 'shepherds' and in°the^ shap^of juslitafand 

travesty of both with which they are at present 

caravan route from Van into Persia by Serai tag summer been ahnost 
EahtXv^w been complied as far as the tunnel 
a short distance cast ot Alexandropol. months ago ; the embankments and 

W-.--. 

* " ,l .. . 

it is expected will lake two years to complete. 

The I’clrovsk-Baku line is open as tar as Dcrbend.^ ^ 

(Signed) If, It* MAUNSULL. 


No. 5. 

Sir i V. O’Conor to the Marque** of Sali*hury.-(Retmvei January 9.) 

(No. 2.) Constantinople, January i, 1899. 

Mf «h; • -r«rs tSUSSt ftSttSS tStt 

Siffltafi 

they should be rnnted n subset,uentlv learned that negotiations 

had ,aH‘n ll u<dntt^^'lad'V'uu ! ^tl«^ C p^^^n!^^h|s l ^!tiUide^vi^ ^(^r^ult^ tlui^the 

??£££ ~ a 
(Signed) ’ N- It- O’CONOR. 


No. C. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marque** of Salisbury.-(Receixed January 9.) 

(No. V.) Constantinople, January o, 1 si)l>. 

N ' 5 ' 'miaV i the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a letter which 1 

.o'o^md co^ntially. add«^by Artie W » ***** «£*£ 

£2S£ SJZttSJ » and "under-Secretary of State for foreign 
Affairs. . Altt ,,i, priaud. 
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In this letter lie states that the Armenian grievances are loit unrodressed, tile 
promises of the Sultan unfulfilled, and that the only answer to demands for an inquiry is 
to accuse the Armenians of aiming at independence. He points out that such a policy 
is calculated to strengthen the hands of tiie Powers who were aiming at the disruption of 
the Turkish Umpire. 

The letter is interesting only as affording corroboratory evidence from a high 
Turkish official of the substance of several Consular Reports submitted to your 
Lordship. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


inclosure in No. 6. 

Artin Pasha to his Son, Diran Bey Dadian. 

Mon chcr Diran, Lc 25 Novcmbre (7 Iteeemhre), 1398. 

VEUILLEZ montror aujourd’hui mfime i\ son Excellence met Eeyau l alais 
Imperial la eopio ci-jointc clu rapport quo j’ai soumis nvaut-hier i\ Sa MOjestC 

Impdrialtu^ ontrelien avoe in Bey, vcuillez surtout lui dderirc toutes les 

(lifQcultes line j’dprouvc A mainhonir lc calme parmi la nation Armenienne et les 
Comites, qui ne vculcnt plus me croire, qui me disent quo jo les trompe et qui out 
perdu 1’cspoir do voir la situation s’amdliorcr. 

RlTectivement, ricn ne s’est fait, et aucune promesse donnec par son Bxccllencc 
Tahsin Bcv, au nom dc notre auguste Souvorain, ne s’est rdalisec. 

L'ulfnire do l’dlection du Catholicos de Sis reste encore on suspens. Aucune 
amnestic reellc, taut de fois promise, n'est accordde. A part les £ T. 2,00(1 ou 
£ T. :t,onO qu’on a ootroydos rlopuis deux nns pour les pauvres, pour les orpholins, 
dtablissemonts de bienfaisancc, So., aueun soeours peouniaire n’n etd don mi. (|uo 
peuvont faire C T. 3,000 pour soulager un people nlors quo ee pouplo a subl une perto 
matdriolle se chiffrunt par plus de £ T. 8,000,000 ? A deux reprises nous avous prie, 
le l’atriarehe ot mol, soil Bxccllencc le frontier .Secretaire de Sa Majeste de nommer 
une Commission chargee do rcohcrchor le nomhre des proprietds (lout les Armemens 
out ete depouiUds, et do t&chcr, apres eonstatations legales. do rcstituer nux ayants 
droit neeessitelix no fusse [sic] quo la moitie et memo le tiers do cuux qiion lour a 
enleve. et j’ai reru hi riiponse suivante: “De quoj est-co quils out besom, les 
Armenians V Baut-il que je lour fosse eadeau do la moitie do l’Aiiatolie? ’’ 

Le plus desolant (Ians tout eela, e'est quo do divors cOtes on insinue ecel aux 
Armdnieus:— . . . T 

“ No crovex non <lc cc quo l’on vous promot; vous n obtiondrcz non du tout. Jjo 
mauvnis vouloir ct lo parti pris du Gouvorncment Ottoman no sont plus un mystisre 
pour personro.” ... . ...... , 

Los finprisonnemonts arbitmiros taut, ici quen province, les obstacles quon 
oppose uux voyagours Armcnicns dans l'interiour, nwlgro l’innocenco ct 1 honorabilitc 
de eoux-ci, ainsi quo la udccssitd pour cux dc so ddplacor pour leurs nUaircs de 
commerce, continucnt toujours, &c. t , , . ,,, 

Je vous Inis In unc esquisso rapido des faits prmcipaux. Et tutti quauti . 

.le mins quo tout ceoi no soit dc nature a ronforccr la campagnc que les 
Puissances so proposent, A ec quo je presume, d'ontrcpremlre coulee la mnllicureuse 
Turquie, ea comilieni;ant par la Macedoine et ell (laissaut comme gros bouquet, jwir le 

Kurdistan ot 1’Armdnie. . r • i i u 

. 1 ,. ne sais vmiment plus oA donner de la (Ate ct si ce n’dtait le Iratir [«ic] do ha 
Maicste Impeiiale je me serais llejA retire des affaires Arnieniciines, (lout je lie tire 
pour tout profit que deboires, recriminations, ot par-dessus le iiiarchd, des menaces de 

D10rt || serait bon quo vous remettier. [«'c] line eopie de la pnSscnto a notre intelligent, 
remnri|uahle, et loyal ami, pour qu’il puisso s’en servir, an besoin, auprAs de qui de 

droit. .. \ 

\ otre jktc devout. 1 , 

(Signc) ARTIN. 





No. 7. 


Sir N. O'Conor (o the Marquess of S«lMury.-(Hecewed January 9.) 

(No. 7.) Constantinople, January 5, 1890. 

V Wave th. honour toi&m 

ami descendant of the KurdiM Oh cl. aiewtv’s Embassy last week, begging that 

U. ,»™«».. 

Minister of Police. . . . j . . i r . llIset i him to be informed 

.bajrr^^JrLiir. 

to the matter. . t n 1P Minister to say that I was 

1 accordingly sent a private and unofficial n '':X‘s’,rU'!'‘cnts and that, in case 

:::! * “s «»««- that«» mp »««»„ 

hav. 

the i'alace and severely repmnanded lor > tantof ""“^l,tXa“ inter,aed that the 

“^Ohir which **Z£ZSR* 

England. j liavCi & c . 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inclosuro in No. 7. 

Hussein Kenan Bey to Mr. Block. 

.... * 4S _ \ Constantinople » December 21, 1314 (January 2, 1899). 

j:awK?a?»5r^£saSS ££2re 

(L.S.) HUSSEIN KENAN. 


No. 8. 


Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury. —( Received January 9.) 

(No. 8. Confidential.) „ , T - lonn 

ir Lonl Constantinople, January 5, 1899. 

1 ’ T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship Hint the Armenian Patriarch 
called on me yesterday and spoke to me at some length as to the destitution which 
prevails at present among the Armenians, anil his anxiety to procure them some 

The Sultan, he said, had promised a gift of 1,0001., of which j!00/. had already 
been paid down. His Beatitude expressed to me the hope that the friends of the 
Armenians in England, when the facts were made known to them, would come forw.ud 
will, assistance,and In- alluded to the letter, copy of which T have the honour to inclose 
herewith, which he had addressed to me on the subject. t 

1 informed him, in reply, that 1 had not communicated this letter to yom lordship 
for publication, ns 1 concluded that his reason for making it confidential was to 
preclude its publicat ion and shelter himself from the resentment of the 1 alace. 

Jlis Beatitude agreed to this hut added that lie thought it might he communi¬ 
cated confidentially to the Duke of Westminster in order that the renewed attention 
of the Armenian Committees might lie called In the urgent necessity (d providing In lp 
to the suffering populations. . 

1 said tlmt I could not hold out hope oi any considerable eliavitiihlosuhstription 
coming at the present moment to the relief of the irmemans, hut that I would 
forward his letter to your l-ordship for conlldontml eommumeatiim to the Duke ot 
Westminster's Committee. , ,. „ ... , ... . 

I remarked, however, that I viewed with regret that US Beatitude didl not 
consider Unit the remission of the military tax bad I wen productive of beneficial ollect 
as regarded the Armenian peasants. 

I have*, & c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inplosurc in No. 8. 

The Armenian Patriarch to Sir N. 0*Conor. 

Seel'lenee 01 1 Constantinople, le 8 (20) JMcembre, ,1898. 

l.ES tunlhours disastrous el inou'is, doiit out etc vietimes les Armemons des 
Provinces Asintiqiics do la Tunptie, ont ett pour consequences naturelles uue misire 
affrense ot I'nlianutm d’un nombtv ires considerable do veuves et dorphelins, prues do 
toute rcssourcc, de tout soutien. , , , . 

L:i obari ' intcrnationale s'on esi emuu a juste litre; olio a ''cree son obolo ontro 
les mains do ces iufortunes, ct avee unc generositc vdritablomont Chroticnne elle sent 
omprosstie de distrihucr du pain nux nltames, ties vetements a eeux exposes aux 
imemperies lies unisons, et d’nssuror taut .soil pen l’existoneo ties orplielms, si digues 

* ha liohlc Angloterre s’est Irouvdo a la tfitc de eette sublime charito, ot n a point 
fait un vain anpel nux cuours liumains qui ont verse des continues de million tie livres 
d’or, mises deiii it la disposition des necessiteux. . 

Mais Minnie tout passe en ce momle. nous avons constate nous-nu mes deputs 
I'annee deruiere. quo eet ilan spontane de chnrild cavers lo mat lieu reux peuplc 
AmuSnien, a commence ,'i so mleiitir et que les seeours ont dte aensiblemcnt 

I’eiit-etre, les souscripteurs et. les promotours ont-ils pensd, quo lo temps attrait 
dissipe les chagrins, ct que les plates ouvertos il y a trois ans devaiont etre dojn 

eieatnses; ^ ,| ou | our ,|, .Idolater il voire Excellence quo cetto supposition, qui 
puuvnit avoir sa raison d'etre suivaut I'ordro imturol des ehoscs, tie sest pourtnnt pas 
vdrirtee c*n co qui nous concerns. , 

Lcm nouvellos les plus uavmntes eontimieni u nous arriver eliuqUC j‘>ui dos 
provinces diut «mt etc lu theatre d’evcuomonU sail giants- Limligeiicc »si presipu- au 
mime tlegrd qu'nux premiers jours; purtout la population smifire de la privation des 
objets de premiere neeessitd. 

[1523] 
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Lus movents ont nmiiquA pour vnmencr la culture an *tat« aim ante t j«* 
saisic s n’ont‘point Mi restitutes a lours proprisStaucs Wgitimes; 1<» < ■ W““^‘ 

Ins instruments amtoires ont manque mix populations lies olinmps, l'»,'«•»* 0I « 
sunsiblement (limiritUS; le- eapitaux pour I’lndustrii- ont etc imliiincnt '•n.o'fi* 
facilites pour le trnlle ont etc systomatlquemont retusccs, infime lesmojens 
nlimcnter le tin vail iouniitlicr; la population nn pas dt(S nutonseo a ums itrcr aos 
effort, pour n'ipnrcr taut do malhcurs; ot pour comlilo do misto* la recite de 1 anneo 
dcrnifro s’est penlue on granite partio, et le pen ile produit qui restart mix mallieureux 
habitants rnraux a iti prdventivement aocnpard par le, enSanoters qui avaient f.mrm 
le, olijots lie premiere ntesitd a dcs conditions oxorbitontcs, et par lex irapitoyaMes 
receveurs duftso, lcsouels ii la suite .le I'ajournement en favour lies eproutes lu 
naiement de l impet (Vexoneration militaire, out usd 'le tout ■ lour IIucsm .-t ih. lours 
movie,s (1'action pour les dernser par lours exigences a lcgnnl lies nutros mipi.tv 

■ Vncunc dzllso n’n cnenre. did rceonstrmto, m nucuno dole rcparec II n exist', 
nas de maisonsllans tin grand uombro dcs villages detruits; les vetements m-ccssaires 
movons les plus dldmcntaires pour subvemr A l’oxistoncc iimnqtKMtl. completcment 
da, ™bi plupnrt des loealiles. ot dans certains autros l'indigont ct I'allamc ne peuvent 
les procurer vu lours prix oxorbitants; la famine menace de parattre lncntflt cn 
plusieurs ondroitB. 

Excellence^, ( ,. lvnllln ge sur la description onto demonstration dcs faite. 
Tls smrt d’nillcurs pleinement constates par les rapports olUciels, qui nut dfl sans dout. 

vmis l"’ 1 ™™ 1- ' , (1 Mnl i emonl ,1 C vouloir bion interei'alcr aupris do qui de droit, . t invito 
{’attention des fiersotmes cliaritables de I'Augleterre, pour vomr dc nouveau on auto 
anx Armiatieiis rostfs sans ressource. Biles no refuseroiit sans doute pas Jems pleases 
niimftnes si idles vennient siirtout it eoanaltrb exactemcnt le Instc etat des elioscs 
" etn-’per-midees quo les Armeniens iuforlmies snnt toujours equlimits en leurs 
sentiments d’lmmanite, qui eoiiWImerimt pour line tn s grande part a ia eoiism.i ion 
de tear existence et ii l’ouldi, avee le temps, dc- mallicurs limit ils out etc st Uiullc- 

"'"^DiHis'la*"douce esperanee tic vuir toujours les efforts sahitairnx de_ voire oion- 
veillmite attention, je von- prtSsente ma parlaite rcconnnissaueo et j iinoque la 
benediction Divine sur toutes les persotiues cliaritables qui ont aide et qui aldcront nos 

nauvres enrouvds. . 

Qii,, |c l,mi Dicti garde sous sa haute protection votre digno powoune ct \otre 

iioldi famillo. j (i l>ntrinrchc dcs Armuniens <le Turquie, 

\Signo) *5* MALACUIA. 


No.9. 

'I'll* Mtirifucsf oj Salisbury lo Sir N. 0'Conor. 

(,so. 10.) Foreign Office, January 14, 1809. 

1 ll.ivB received vour KxcHlency’s despatch No. 7 "1 ’lit 1 jtli instru»l. reporting 
Uu* s'l’iii taken hv you oil tin* occasion of a Kurd named Hussein Kcnun y 

in Her Majesty's Kmlmssy. mul asking for your assistance to leave the country. 
\ nar Bxcellcncv's action in this matter is approved by Her Majesty s imveru- 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALtSHURY. 


No. 10. 

Si, ,\. O'Cunur Ih lhr Marquess of Salisbury.—{IteccM January i» .) 

MvH/ml CoMtanl'maple, January 7. 1801). 

' \\ ITU reference to m> ..esputch .'>•*. -U. i ih Tind November last :fiativir to 
ii,. stat<- of alfairs in tin* vicinity Mosul, am! il»«* scjjorteii salco! f hnsu n: .hildrun 




11 


owing to the famine prevailing in that district, I have the honour to inclose here¬ 
with a further despatch form Acting Consul-General Mclvill, dated the 28th November, 
giving further particulars on the subject. 

i instructed Mr. Uloek to point out to the Foreign Minister the urgent impor¬ 
tance of finding some remedy for this deplorable state of things, and to leave with 
his Fxccllency a precis of the information contained in the inclosed despatch. In 
carrying out my instructions Mr. block also urged the Minister, os well as the 
Grand Vizier, to hasten the appointment of a Governor-General, as the present acting 
Vali did not seem to be a man of much energy or ability, and to send supplies or 
grain to the famine-stricken districts. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs stated that he would cause inquiry to be 
made with regard to the information supplied by Major Mclvill, that the Vali of 
Diarbckir had already been instructed to send supplies of grain to Mosul, and that 
the question of appointing a Governor-General was before the Council of 
Ministers. No decision had, however, as yet, been arrived at. The Grand Vizier’s 
observations were to the same eifcet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOIt. 


Inclosure in No. 10. 

Acting Consul-General Mclvill to Sir iV. O'Conor. 

Sir, Hayduil, November 28, 1898. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 527, dated the 23rd October last, I Inveth • 
honour to inform your Kxecllcncy that I have received a report from the Consular 
Agent at Mosul regarding the alleged sale of Christian children to Mahommedan^ 
in consequence of the famine prevailing in that district. 

2. It appears that, w hile it is not true that the Christians have been actually 
selling their children, the condition <>F aflnirs at Mosul ami in the vicinity lias not 
been exaggerated by the Rev. I). Jenks. In consequence of the prolonged famine 
there the Christians have been reduced to the greatest want, and in their inability 
to provide food for their families, over 1,500 children have b en made over t” 
Mahommednns as domestic servants or otherwise. 

In these circumstances it is not surprising to learn that there is clear evidence 
that numbers of the girls have already been seduced or raped, and the Consular 
Agent expresses the opinion that the children will either be persuaded or forced to 
embrace Islam. In this opinion I fully concur. 

3. To make matters worse, it is reported that the local authorities have been, 
and are, pressing the Christians for payment of taxes due by the latter and also 
by other Christians who have left that part ol the country ih consequence of the 
famine. 

When collecting, or attempting to collect, the taxes, the local officials and 
zaptiehs behave, it is said, with the greatest brutality, selling up the few remaining 
possessions of the Christians at nominal prices and insisting on the people providing 
them with food and their horses with fodder. 

It is also reported that the country is overrun by bands of thieves, who plunder 
the people of what has escaped the notice of the officials, and have rendered tin- 
roads unsafe for caravans, and that the local authorities make no cHbrt to suppress 
this lawlessness. 

I must mention, however, that I have recently received information that the 
authorities at Mosul have been arranging for the import of grain into that part ol 
the country. 

*1. I fear that the account givt ii t>y the Consular Agent is not exaggerated, for 
it is confirmed in essentials by two ladies of the Church Missionary Society, who 
have recently returned to liugdnd from Mosul. 

5. I am informed that the Dominican Fathers at Mosul have been very active 
in relieving the distress, so far as lav in their power, and have already spool 
some ii T. 3,500 (which they obtained from charitable people in Fram e) m tie 
work. I am also informed that at least CT. 0,000 are required for the relief of 
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starving people during the next six months, and that it can hardly he expected 
that the Dominicans will he able to collect more than half or that sum. 

T have, «c. 

(Signed) P. J. MELYILL, Major. 

Acting British Consul-General, Bagdad. 


Air iV. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received January 23.) 

CNO. 1 d.) Constantinople, January 17, 1309. 

My i'v'desnntch No. 2 of the 4th instant 1 had the It.. to inform your Lord- 

■ ■ , I i taken to draw the attention of the Porte lo the condition of 

ih' 1, Armenia^iinpulatinn. as repot. to me hy Her Muj. O;.', Vice-Consul a. Khurp.lt, 

and esppinll.v to the .uflering which would be carnal by the collection of the military 

' " "'{'have now the honour to inclose to your I midship herewith two further despatches 
which 1 have received from Mr. Jones reporting on the situation. 

On the receipt of these reports, from which it appeared that the military exemption 
I x was about to lie levied, and that troops were to he employed as tax-collectors, 1 com- 
" • , ...m, the Vrim niai: Patriarch, who informed me tout an Imperial Irudc had 

inst lKscn issued grtmdu^one'year's udjoiiri.. for the collection of the tax. 

j With re ’aril to the employment of troops as tax-collectors, I have instructed 
Mr Jones to point out to the Vnli unolHerally that such a measure is lorb.dden by 
Article d of the Annex to the Visional letter of October 1895. , ^ 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


lnclosurc 1 in No. 11. 

Vice-Consul Jones to Sir A. O'Conor. 

( No - 40 ’) Klmrpul, December 28,1898. 

' ill \VE the honour to report t hut some anxiety is telt amongst the Armenians ol 
this citv at the present time in consequence of a rumour to the effect Unit in accordance 
will, instructions received from Constantinople the local authorities are about to form a 
'om, •• nlav " from the Mnlmmmedan clergy, •• uhumi," of the district, all Bnxie y which 
i- ,,'lv ,no well erounilcd if the report he irue (and I have reason tu suppose that it is 
prohaiilv not without foiindalion) m view ol the tael that it "as that class o( the 
Muhonimedan population that displayed the greatest /.cal m butchering the Christians 
ul the lime ol ti»c massacres. . . 

The survivors of that period of terror not unnaturally reason that to put arms into 
,he hands of that liuraiienl and bloodthirsty class is to encourage them to repeat the 
atrocities of two years ago. , ^ &c 

(Signed) J. FRANCIS JONES 


lnclosurc 2 in No. 11. 


Vice-Consul Jones lo Sir X. O’Conor. 


(No- 

Sir, 

t In* 

liOtt 


Khar put, December 30, 1808. 

1 M WE the honour to report that great consternation has been caused amongst 
Christian r..Mile. • I ll.i- province hy the decision of the local authorities tu collect 
hem at the pi i' time the military cornmutntiun tax, “ Isidcli askeri, with full 



the collection of the tax in question was 
;!jc <u lituif condition to which -at, many 
In- r-Miifs i <• rivlil to levy the tax had been 


This decision on the part of the authorities, whether taken on their own initiative 
or in obedience to direct instructions from the Central Government, is especially unfor¬ 
tunate at the present juncture, when the hardships of life for the poor peasants, which 
are already rendered severe by the rigorous winter season, are intensified by the high 
price and scarcity of provisions (referred to in my despatch No. 37 of the 6th 
instant), and the prevalence of a disease which has carried off large numbers of their 
cattle. 

The fears entertained by the Armenian population respecting the intention of the 
Government to enforce payment of the tax in question have now been realized, and I 
am informed that soldiers nave been sent to different villages as tax-collectors. 

The outlook for the native Christian peasantry thus seems almost hopeless, and, 
moreover, anv attempt by the authorities to enforce payment of the lax with arrears 
from those Armenians who are already on the verge of starvation, must redound ulti¬ 
mately to the disadvantage of the Government itself, a consideration which I ventured 
to put before the Vnli of the province on the 28th instant, on which occasion his 
Excellency replied that the state of the destitute poor would he taken into con¬ 
sideration, but that the period of delay having elapsed measures must now he taken to 
collect the tax. 

To drive people who have Imroly enough for their own subsistence into actual 
starvation is to deprive the Government of a source of revenue which a wise forbearance 
would foster and amble to rise at least to the condition of relative prosperity that obtained 
before the recent troubles. 

With regard to the proportion of the Armenian villagers who would he reduced to 
absolute destitution by the enforcement of this tax, 1 am told that they would form 
76 per cent, of the whole Armenian luml population, but would fain hope that this 
estimate is exaggerated. 

Unfavourable as the prospects are for the whole province there arc certain districts 
in which the Armenians are especially exposed to the rapacity and cruelty of the 
officials. 

The districts referred to are those of Husni Mansitr and Ueltosui, with regard to the 
first named of which 1 am informed from a reliable source that the local controller of 
revenue, “ Mai Mudiri,” had stated that lu- would send a sum amounting to C T. df>0 
to Khar put before March, and when asked how this could be done replied that lie would 
use the cane to attnin his object. The people of Rchcsni, where some Armenians had 
succeeded for a time in keeping their names concealed from the authorities, arc now 
called upon to pay even the arrears owing from persons who died long ago, a demand 
manifestly unjust. 

Mis Excellency, to whom I mentioned in a general wav the hardships inflicted on 
the Armenian population of those two districts, though lie threw doubt on the accuracy 
of my information, stated that lie would telegraph to his subordinates there with 
regard to the matter. I fear, however, that the outlook for both of those districts is 
especially dark, even as compared with that of the district in the immediate neighbour¬ 
hood of this city. 

The Governor-General, though not inhuman as, it is to be feared, Ins subordinates at 
Husni Mansur and Bchcsni must be described, has evidently decided lo bring pressure to 
bear upon the Armenians in order to enforce payment of the military commutation , tax, 
as he gave me to understand that the revenues of the province hud decreased by a sum 
amounting to 80,000/. lie is probably sincere in his wish to leave the very poor 
unmolested, hut by sending the soldiers to collect the tax his Excellency adopts a course 
of action which is almost certain to cause great suffering amongst the peasantry. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. FRANCIS JONES. 


No. 12. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 23.) 


(No. 17.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, January 19, 1899. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. C62 of the 21st ultimo l have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith two further reports which 1 have received from 
Mr. Consul Jlevey on the subject of affairs in the Yemen. 
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These reports confirm the news of the capture of Shahcl, an important post ol the 
insurgent Arabs. 4,0(KI Arabs and 3,COO Turks are stated to have been killed in the 
operations, besides a loss to the Turkish forces of two battalions, who, it is rumoured, 
deserted to the enemy. I ■ 1 

Tin news of the capture of Shahcl has been published in the 1 urkish press, which 
celebrates the complete defeat ol the insurgents, and announces the impending collapse 
of the insurrection. . . . 

It i< ntmoimccd lurthcr that the authorities of this province are distributing Hour m 
the famine-stricken districts, and that they an' organising a force of gendarmerie com¬ 
posed of natives officered by Turks to keep order in the interior. 

I have ascertained thnt'lhe officer in command of the troops employed in toe ■ cmcii 
Inis pressed for the dispatch of recruits to complete his battalions—a request natural 
enough in view of his severe losses. 

The Minister of War, however, declined, as I hear, to accede to this suggestion, on 
the ''round that there ure at present more troops titan are necessary to cope with any 
emergency. I am informed that his Excellency has expressed the personal opinion that 
a continuance of military operations is useless, mid that a policy of justice and civilization 
is tiie best means of pacifying the disturbed districts. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. 11. O’CONOlt. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 12. 

Consul /leery to Sir tV. O’Conor. 

1?"' * Jeddah, December S, 1S9S. 

’ WITH relcrcucc to my despatch No. 12(1 have ti.e honour to report that the 
Acting Vice-Consul at llodcida, writing on the 2nd instant,informs me that the lurk,sh 
soldiers took possession of Shahcl, and about 4,000 Arabs and above 2,000 soldiers were 
killed during the battle. 

lie will send nil details of the light by next mail. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 12. 

Consul Duty lo Sir X» O'Conor. 

(No. ld«.) Jeddah, December 20,1808. 

' WITH reference to my despatch No. 120. I have the honour to report that the 
Acting Vice-Consul at llodcida sends the tallowing details in reterenee to the victory ol 
the Turks at Sliahel.. , ... 

1-iret, Ahmed I'nslm and llndi Pasha, Chief ol Hie Intelligence lepnrtmci.t, with 
eight hultnlions, went from Kofol to Sliahel, ami they surrounded the p ace. 

"They had several light-will, the Arabs. On the first, 700 Turkish s..Idlers were 
killed . "ii the second, 4U0 , and on the third, 200. besides thosi killed in other places. 
On tlwir w.iy to Sliahel tliey left two hattalions at Damn, and those deserted and joined 

,llC '"'Phe Musliir Ahilulla l’nsliu, seeing that Ahmed I’nsiia and Hadi Pasha emild not 
take the place, left Sanaa for Hoggin with twenty battalions nm! from there he went to 
Damn, whieli is Ml,mu,; between Huggia. lluguir, and Uddatur. >hahel is m the .must 
of them. 

•* From Damn he proceeded to Shahcl by a inherent route. .. 

••lie look two tlayii lo climb the mountain, mnrchmg only in night-time, tics 
reached the top of the mountain, and took Shahcl on \> odnesuny night, the oUtn 

•• During the two day*’ march and the night of the battle, 2,500 soldiers were killed. 

1,000 Arabs were killed at the light. . . .... . , lllnl , . 

News came to ilodeidu next day that the lurks took Shahcl, and 1.000 Arabs 
were killed, and the authorities celebrated the victory. 
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“ After the battle, the Musbir left two battalions at Sliahel, two at Beni Abdullah, and 
two at Bcuijul; ami lie proceeded with the rest of the troops to Bcnikad, which place he 
bescigcd. 

“The two battalions left at Bcnijul were attacked by the Arabs, and the Turks had 
to run away. 

“ Sliahel is a line of mountains two hours’ distance long. On these mountains there 
are Sliahel, Bcnijul, and Beni Abdullah. At the foot of the last mountain there is 
Bcnikad, which is the road to the east, whc.ro ihere are a lot of tribes. One of these is 
called Ilascct, with 70,000 inhabitants, besides others with the name of Bakil, Nebcin, 
.lu Moliamcd, -In llosseiu, •fusuphian, &c. 

44 If the Mushir succeeds to cross all these tribes, be can reach Saadn, Madam, and 
Kifelct Adar. These last two places arc the strongholds of Homed Uddin.” 

I Imve, &c. 

(Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 


No. 13. 

Sir X. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 23.) 

(No. 22.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, January 19, 1899. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received from Major Massy, Acting British Consul at Erzcroum, reporting on 
conversations which lie has had with Suleiman Pasha, the General Commanding at 
Khaims, and imparting his views on the general political situation. 

In view of the language which Major Massy reports himself as holding, I have 
thought it desirable to write to him privately that he is not called upon to discuss 
general political questions with the local authorities, and that it is not advisable that he 
should do so. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 13. 

Major Massy to Sir X. O'Conor. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Erzcroum, January 5.1S99. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that Suleiman Paslm, General Commanding at 
Khaims, proceeded to Erzinghian some three weeks ago, where he will pass the winter, 
returning to his post next spring, lie dined with me twice during the few days lie spent 
here, and be assured me that these were the only occasions upon which he hud desiivu 
to go into European society, as he fell he was amongst friends at my Consulate, and, on 
his part, he desired to show Ids friendly feeling towards England. ! accompanied him 
on his way, .-401110 two hours’ ride, preparing luncheon for him at a village '>11 the road, 
which gave him much pleasure. 

In course of conversation, lie expressed himself very freely regarding Russia, 
showing a strong feeling against that country, lie is a Circassian. Vlluding t" the 
defences of Erzcroum, and the possible proposal of the Yildiz Commission, lie expressed 
his contempt for the present, us well as for any future system of defence, saying that they 
were as nothing, unless the men were there ready. Then, kneeling down, as in tin? net 
of firing, lie added : “That is the host system oi defensive works,” and, waving his hand 
in u circle north and south of .rzcromn, he said: “Those arc the ways they will come, 
not by Erzcroum.” I 11 that ease, 1 asked, ought not tilings to be made ready in those 
directions, and l pointed out some of the admirable sites for defensive works—on the road 
towards Er/.ingliinu—which l had myself noticed last spring. He did not say that any 
plan had yet hem conceived for such defences, hut I gained the impression from him that 
lie had mentally noted my observations. 

1 then alluded to the feud existing between the civil and military department- in 
this vilayet, for which Zekki Puslui, Commanding the -ttit Army Corps at Krzinghian, i> 
doubtless not a little to blame, as the strong supporter of the lawless Kurd- who set at 
nought the Governor-General’s authority. 1 said that all officials, both civil and 
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military, whom 1 had met, impressed me most favourably, while I heard much Rood 

mmmsmmrn 

i!:: 1 -; A.> ..■»«*.« ■ -”" 1 - 
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v y.. .ml IIMI MM IkM Ml ..."Hr.iny.inn U M. 

Tiirv ami their subordinates all drink irocly, ami in uiur cap > ^ 

•l i‘,i Viiiroover sucli a meeting could not hut lie productive ol a good result, 
• 0, 1 , . ;..u^n whintlH: knXufleru hard winter, are on the point of again start..,g 

Iwi"pr'datorv tactics. 1 might,' indirectly, warn Zckki Rasim of tin- roll and danger, 

„ Ini part, of not keeping these gentlemen will,in hounds, mnsmnrh as they «»«t..h^c 

^Stn^helilimr^;, »r ^/enc^.io’n,ensures, in which he himself Mauds a 

^^'Ntli'hmfpnsha,'^^^ 11th Cavalry Brigade at Kara Kelissc summoned 

I ■/!■ 1j Pasha has lately proeee.led to Eranghmn, hut lor what purpose 1 have no yet 
ascertained. It innv he 'in eouueetion with the proposal of \ ddm to construct fresh 
i works and’ this we shall knmv as soon ns the snow melts—in Apid. 

Mussaumcddin Her. Chief Stall' Officer of the Zrzeroum Division, is at present on 
lour of inspection of all the Russian frontier posts. Iron. Itixa to Barnaul. 1 g« ,ll0r 1 

•;ii a uiuttl annual inspect somewhat late this year owmg to the^mt ^ny w jugh 

look nlacc here this last summer. At the same tune, it may he partly cornicetul with 
iiKiiiities iis to defensive measures to he commenced m the spring. I shall not lull to 
t ilti< Hiiliiuct when onnortunilv for ascertaining arises. 

rC| ’" r Kmm what Suleiu.au l'aslnt told me,..rover, I formed the opinion that litis question 

Ud already heel, made the Ktib.icfl of inquiries, and that the opinion lormetl was that 
Krzertatm' fortress is strong enough, while all future ellorts should he turned towards 
<U*tV‘iidiii" r tho roads north and south. . ..... 

In mv opinion, this fortified town is strong enough, proceed lie necessary guns ami 
ammunition are in the forts allot, wanted, which is certainly not the case at present. 

• e wave of Suleiman 1 Vim's hand north and south, also gave me the m.prcss.on 
that he is fully ..live to the possibility of Emeroum be.ng turned iron, ho 1, those 
directions, and lie went so far even ns to mention 'I robt/.ond asa point trom whit It danger 

" ,,S "\iMrlvhu, Commanding the Erecrottm garrison. spoke freely to me also, a 
few duvs n-o, a-s to Russian designs, and holt, he and Su c.man l’nsha appear to share 
the opinio,r that England's prompt and decisive action in the Black Sea, could alone save 
(his country from ultimate absorption by their northern enemy in case of war. 

i irust that what 1 have here stated may prove of interest to your Excellency, as 
well as to our Military Attache at Constantinople, anil to the Director oi Military Intelli¬ 
gence, to whom may I beg that this report may be rewarded. 

8 The Armenian question appears to me to he merged, jus at present, into 
other- of fur greater interest and importance, namely, the relations between this 
country and Russia, the economical state of these Eastern provinces, and the 
Kardi-h question. That the Armenian question is dead, I do not behove, dust its 
before it was raised by Russian intrigue, so now, again, it is dormant until Russian 
intrigue again raises it when u favourable ..evasion arises. In the meantime, other 
agencies will he active, smelt as the Macedonian and Kurdish questions, to increase 
tL weakness and itnpccuniosity of this Empire. Even here there are murmurs of d.s- 
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content heard as to the loss of Crete and the likelihood of troubled times in Macedonia 
this spring The greatest poverty prevails, in some districts to starvation, caused by 
Kurdish plunderers, who do not leave even the means of tilling the soil for the next year's 
crop. It must continue and increase until the ftnnl downfall of this Administration 
comes some day, and this is the opportunity for which Russia now waits. The Russian 
Consular officials tell me openly that no war is necessary unless Russia is pushed to it 
against her will, through war with England, elsewhere. Otherwise, the desire is time for 
the completion of the various railway undertakings, which will make them strong enough 
to cope with us in every direction, with good chances of success. 

Wee need not look, therefore, for any attack in this direction, in my opinion, 
unless Russia's hand is forced by England, at least for several years to come. 

Owing to these reasons, I refrain from troubling yottr Excellency with petty details 
of pillage, oppression, or local injustice. Such reports can produce no good results. I 
cun obtain justice locally, by friendly intervention, when necessary, owing to my good 
relation-, with the local authorities, the Govcmor-Ocncrnl being an exceptionally good 
official. . , 

I shall not fail, however, to keep your Excellency informed us to the exact condi¬ 
tion of my Consular district, ns well as to endeavour to discuss the more important 
questions above mentioned, which are of the greatest interest to England, politically, 
in connection with the Eastern provinces of Kurdistan, and within which the Armenian 
now lies. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. H. II. MASSY, 

Her Britannic Majesty'* Ac tiny Consul. 


The Marquess o f Salisbury to Sir A r . O'Conor. 

Qy. ^ Foreiyu Office, January 20, 1899. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 10 of tho 7th instant relative 
to the famine in the district of Mosul. 

I approve the representations mode by -Mr. Block to the Turkish Government in 
accordance with your Excellency’s instructions. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBU UY. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. OConor. 

(No. 21.) 

gi r> Foreign Office, January 20, 1899. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith, for your observations, a copy of a 
letter from the Armenian Relief Committee relative to the claim against tho Porto ia 
respect of the money robbed from Yuasuf 1 unnun. 

[ am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


Inclosurc in No. io. 

Armenian Relief Committee to Foreign Office. 


Grosvcnor House, London, January l*t, 1899. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the recovery of the 
money robbed from the late Yussuf Yunnan in regard to which Sir Nicholas O’Conor 
luis made representations to the Porte, 1 am directed by the Committee to inform you 
that if the Porte will pay the sum of C T. MX) to Sir J. W. Whittall, Treasurer of the 
Armenian Reliuf Committee at Constantinople, the claim against the Ottoman Govern- 



inimt preferred by this Committee will be taken toC‘rea 

Jx 1;:,;';!:!.,r - —— - 

this Committee. t lmvc &c. 

(Signed) ' EDWARD ATKIN. 


No. 1(1. 

Sir M. Durami to like "I Salisbury.-(n.rrire,l February 0.) 

(No. 1-.) Tehran , January 10* 1H'J9. 

.... glnd t., say thill If seems really s v of suid brutalities is another 

Whelher lie will he aide h. proven!ie '> , .,|>le to his orders 

iiuislioii, tor t hocoiiu’s ilmly mwv «*vulont tli.u ■>< » 110 ' , 

and their iii-hop nppeuicd lo me for help. 1 hate <l> m an 
will continue to assist ihem. unofficially. a* far as |.ossihle. ^ ^ 

(Signed) ’ 11. M. DURAND. 


, Sl > X. O'Conor to lltc Marques* of Salisbury.—(Reeciced February 6.) 

(No. 28.) Constantinople, February 2,1899. 

My wrhl reference to Si, William White's despatches No. I >8 of the 22nd May. 1S89, 

I v >tVof the itr.1 July o- the same rear, 1 have the honour to inclose to your a.rd- 
" l„tv;K ££&• which throw m hi.ercstmg hght on the measure taken 
' 1 i i... - consolidate her religions and political influence in lalcstme. 
m '-"t : i i . efll^rve. tl.e^jce. 01 Russia is -toted to.be to destroy the 

0 ■ , of-.he Creels (Ecumenical l*atri .ret, of Constantinople and to put 

n t . , i - Id e. With this object it is intended to subvert the Creek ’ulnar- 

I t ut lensah .ii .. pi. -e.it constitute.!. ..n i to substitute for n. hrst, a body ol 

n irn e Greek Or hod.* elcrev, under the role of a iiutiv. a- PtUnureh, instead of a 1 relate 

""" ’ ! li,,!. .intends toll, nntiv, el ^yrin. utdepende.il of the 'l.cumcn leal 

; -„l,i. t to Ru-siau influence. Mr. Uuhards oespateh ol the till 

lncomlo I and Mre Block's Meinorandm,, show dearly how this result has been 

""“"i'j' 1 , | u t ( .r dispatch .Mr. Richard* points to the main source ol Russian iidhieiice, 

. ... ‘ 0, P I.-tin. 8 irietv, presided over by Grand Pula and with a member ol the 
r ■ ■' nv.e rivin , fbno on the Commiitee wide 1 .. In,- been able by expending 
opSd.V'hddIH. a-ycur, to gradually procure control over all the Orthodox schools ... 

*'“■ ThavfS; to believe -ha, these proeeediog- of It i-ia arc setiou-ly - upyn.u .he 
,, fion of the French Government, and that the new' French Ambassador, M. Con-lam, 

r;;:lee,! S *. mnow tin. h;c.v «.■ »"“ 8 - 

(Signed)' 1 "'' ‘ N. II. O’OUNOU. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 17. 

Consul Did,-son to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 70. Confidential.) Jerusalem, December 6,1898. 

'' i HAVE the honour to report to vour Excellency that a few days ago Mgr. Photios, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia and Secretary to the Greek Patriarchate in tins city, had an 
interview with me which he desired should l>e considered as confidential, and stated the 
following facts', n regard to the action of Russia in seeking to promote her innuence in 
Palestine and Seria,"through the Russian “ Palestine Society.” 

The steps taken bv Russiu with this object in view have already formed the subject 
of reports from n.v predecessor, but thev have more especially been commented upon in 
his despatch to Sir William White No. 12 of the 22nd dune, 1889. , , , 

As the policy of Russia in this respect tends to the ultimate subversion of the Greek 
Patriarchate in Jerusalem, and the substitution, first, of a body of native Greek Orthodox 
cl'er-v us the '‘Brotherhood ol the llolv Sepulchre,’' under the rule ol a native as 
Patriarch, instead of a Prelate of Greek origin, and, finally, the appointment or a Russian 
ns Patriarch, this policy has caused not a little alarm among the members of the Greek 
Patriarchate, which has recently been on the increase. 

T|, c reason for this increasing apprehension is to he traced to the measures adopted 
bv Russia with reference to the Greek Patriarchate of Antioch, whose Patriarchal See is 
li Damascus. In mv despatch No. 1 of file 25th January, 1892, 1 reported the appoint- 
ment of M-r. Spiridon, the Acting Bishop of Bethlehem, as Patriarch of Antioch, and, 
not Ion” afterwards, M. Bebfiew, Secretary to the Russian Consulatc-Gencral in tins 
citv. was named Russian Consul at Damascus. At t he same time. 1 urn informed the 
Russian “ Palestine Society ” opened a school and dispensary at Damascus, and has 
interested itself much in the welfare of the Greek Orthodox community in that city. 
Through the intrigues of M. Bclaiow—so Mgr. Photios tells me—the Greek l atriarch, 
Spiridon, found his position at Damascus untenable, and the native Greeks ot that city 
wi n worked up to such a pitch of excitement against him that, a little more than a veur 
a ., 0 he was obliged to give up his office and flee to the Convent of Scydnayn, about lour 
hours' distance from Damascus, where for n time lie took refuge and then proceeded to 
Constantinople. Since then no Patriarch litis been elected to the vacant chan, but I am 
informed by Mgr. Photios that the delay in the nomination ol a successor to Mgr. lapinduii 
has been the result of the persistent opposition and intrigues ol the Russian 1 alcstine 
Soeielv, through the Russian Consul, M. Belaiew, who "Hers every resistance to the 
choice of a candidate of Greek origin, whereas the I'utimrclnite here and tie- majority ol the 
eleigi at Damascus are i- determined, on their side, to prevent the appointment ot a 
native Prelate. Matters are consequently at a standstill, and how long the election ol the 
Patriarch will he deferred is uncertain, hut Mgr. Photios greatly tears that such pressure 
will lie brought to bear bv the Russia,, Government, both on the Patriarchate here anil on 
that at Damascus, bv the withholding of the donations and contributions vv itch .rnm 
lime to time arrive from Russia, as well as the revenues of the Church iron. Bessarabia, 

that there is a possibility of Russia finally gaining the day. . 

should such be the result, and Russia be successful m procuring the election ol a native 
Syrian us Greek Orthodox Patriarch at Damascus, it will pave the way tor further 
intrigues and attempts to overthrow the Greek Orthodox Patriarch it, this city. Already 
in former veai-s Russia endeavoured, bv refusing to recognize the election ot tin atriarch 
Procopius, to create a schism in the Greek Church in Palestine, and, subsequently, on the 
nomination of the Patriarch Nia,demur, sbe agreed to Ins appoint,nent mi eo.id.tini, that 
he promised to carry out certain arrangements favourable to Russian polio • ,ls 
he afterwards found he was unable to fulfil, und lie was consequently obliged to send in 

h ' S Tworeiiug to Mgr. Photios, tlie majority of the clergy at Damascus desire to elect as 
Patriarch one of the Prelates in this city, as was done during the last election, bin they 
cannot us vet agree to put forward the name of their candidate, a- they .ear that some 
pretext mav lie found bv Russia for upsetting their choice. Under these circumstances, 
Mgr. Photios suggests whether it might nut lie possible lor some influence to lie brought 
to'bear upon the Porte tu favour the nomination of a candidate ol Greek origin, amt not a 
native ot the country, and thus to arrest the advances made by Russia to acquire eontro 
over the Greek Orthodox ecclesiastics ill Syria and Palestine. Should -lie he -iiece-stul 
ill havin'" eventually a Patriarch ul Jerusalem chosen Iron, among the native I relate,, a ic 
would enlist the sympathies of the native Greek Orthodox community throughout the 
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land on her side, and tile transition to the nomination or “ 

r-aa 

tin. t e Russl^TSme Society” is understood to have ,, officic in its Couned Kepre- 
smitatives of the K.issian Foreign Office, assume some importance, and I venture to report 
them to your Excellency. j )mvc &c 

(Signed) ’ JOHN DICKSON. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 17. 

Xtejiiorandinn by Mr. liloch. 

WITH reference to Mr. Consul Dickson’s No. 70, Con(^t^ren«^M*^• , ^ 
the Greek I’otriarchnte in Syria, the present jippositioo ol the election ol a atriaic 

A " ,il fta£S t of election is for the Saint Synod of Syria (Antioch) to ask the 
CEcnocnicii Patriarch at Constantinople for list of three candidates from among whom 

one shall be chosen by the Saint Synod. i „«. ,i,„ Metmnnlitans of 

The Saint Svnod nr Syria is composed of twelve members: the Metropolitans ol 
Peleokia, Tartar and Adam,; lleyrout. Is,.slice,*, Tripoli, Aleppo, Amtdi, Arcadta, Amessa, 

Tarsus and Ad. and he, with the 

Metropolitans of Amidi. Aleppo, Arcadia, and .Icronopohos, desire the nomination ol a 
Greek Kava other than a native as Patriarch ol Syria. ...... ... 

M IMuicw, Russian Consul at Danuisciis, ri actively engaged in uigmg the majority 
of seven to nd.no as Patriarch a native of Syria, whom they would use as an instrument to 
promote Russian policy in the country, and to eliminate candidates of the (Ecumenical 

1"'IV t Kimi'i'i'eniea'l'Pmriaehate has already made a concession by allowing the Stunt 
Svnod of lerusalem to ,oaken list of candidates including Greek Prelates ol Jerusalem or of 
flic (Ecumenical Patriarchate; hilt the Russian Consul Inis inaintmncd las opposition and 
i«»i tin- moment Iui8 on his aide seven members ol the Saint Synod ol . >ria. 

' ti'c° inatter was referred to the Snhlime Porte which instructed *«..« Pasha, 

Govcmor-Gcimnd of^l^ro*, ^\j!j'^y J *Jj*'^'*^.^^ W j M a ^Ji,.*^it|* ,, ^|e K Russiaii C’oustil°(nnd 
possibly authorized by the Palace,, carried out his instimctions ^ 

and gave an opportmiitv to the .hsscntiont majority to reply that, as tin Mon ^nod. aUcr 
ii' voking Divine inspiration by prayer, had already drawn up u ,,ror;v-rer(a «c mg 
(irt fla (vndidateg, they could not go Imek on their decision, as it would not In. IWiimtig: 

hv Hie eatiotis of the religious law. Thi.. was referred to the Moos.ry o Pob c 

Worship, which inquired of the (Ecumenical Patriarchate whether this reply was y lid. 
lli- Holiness replied that the prayers recited bclore the j„nm.i;rtu,l (which was aits ,or ) 
were without value and were not of the category, winch would prevent, aeeoido v to the 
canons ol the Church, a reversal of the decision. 1 Ins answer was given a week ago, and 

the mutter is still under discussion at the SuWliiu; Porte. f . ... .• 

A representative of the Saint Sepulchre and ol the I atnarchatc ol Antioch, a certain 
M -r. Apostolatos, under instructions from the Patriarch ol Jerusalem midtlie Ecutncmiad 
Patriarch as well us on his own I,clnilf, has proposed to the Minister ot Justice and the 
Grand'Vizier two methods for overcoming the difficulty . . 

Firstly, to send categorical instructions to the Yuli ol Syria telling linn to, insist 
on the production by the Saint Synod ol a list of candidates including Greek I relates 

0tlier Scc U o', 1 |i‘ly' 1 'to send provisionally another Vnli to Syria lo settle the question. 

There is’ a precedent lor the hitter allornutivc, as Nazim 1 usliu himself was sent to 
lerusalem to settle the 'difficulty coneCroiiig the Saint Synod there. 

II either of these alternatives are adopted, the Metropolitans ol .Sihokia, Arcadia, 
and To and Salon, will vote with the minority of the 

a nmioritv (eiuht to lour), and tin- election will he nrode. I lieai Hint 1 i it, “ * 
themora disposed In niter their opinion a- tin Greek Government has approached them on 
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the subject Their present nttitudo is due In the pressure put upon them by M. Buluicw 
„,„l the want of energy shown by the local authorities. 

\l liclaicw further insists that a, the election of the Patriarch ten laymen should 
■Iso mkc part in order that, if the majority of clerics is against him, lie may still succeed. 
tI.?. addition til lav members to the electoral hotly of the Patriarchate of Syiin is an 
innovation and would constitute a precedent solely intended to increase Russian influence 

m riyrito .. . wi u | mv( , observed that some time ago some thirty or forty schools 

V rthern Syria passed under the control ol the Russian Palestine Society. The Oicume- 

"! ‘; I, ,1 ...hate here states that they were misled bv promises ol hnunctal support, on the 
V ,| '. s., • ii now appears tiint Russian professors huve liven appointed to tench 

!i Po S, ,nia,vum-e.and I hough the lEcumeiiieal Patriarchate and the Porte object to these 
i d r. ongimda under the guise of education, the Russian Consul has now comp etc 
11 .r mselmols This was the first step; the second is the present attempt, to 

' .,s'Puttiarch of Syria, favourable to Russian interests. The (Ecumenical 
I'uriaivh here'and the Patriarch of Jerusalem fear that, if this attempt he successful, the 
i -xt steii will he to control the election of the Patriarch at Jerusalem, and thus to 
■j'sure the predominance ot' Russian illllueliec m Syria, . . • 

, . 1 , 1 ... French are sannhill nervous as to the nclivltv ol Russian Agents in 

.I' v'whi're her influence was paramount, and have hinted io the Porte that the 
” ,,( ike Russian Consuls should he opposed, although, owing to their 

pohiienl relations with Russia at the present moment, they dare not openly counteract their 

l" ,lic D (Signed) ADAM BLOCK. 

Jam ary 20,18!)!). _____ 

In closure :i in No. 17. 

Mcmaranilum hy Mr. Wrrh mpecliwj III r Greek Patriarch of Antioch. 

,,,,,, „|,||,|„ ( ,\ ...... ..Icctcil in 1SH2. Ills election was a victory for the Hellenic, Caoral tan., 

1 ’d U “^na^iGrclkiiartv, which, as a rule, makes common cause with .he April... 

•‘dhi reids if Russia, lint so feeble was the character of his Beatitude, that under his 
i e Russians succeeded in practically i.hlaining control ol the educational work 
‘TIT !"< -reek' Orthodox cuimmiuitv in Damascus and its surrounding district. I lie 

. , ,, •.I ||„. \ ,li of Russian encroachments, hut eventually meuns were 

!m!ml“to satisfy his Beatitude, ami the Russians obtained control of (he large female school 
at Damascus. llt , p a |,. st i„ u " | m8 lately taken over and inaugurated eleven Ibid., No. 24. 

schools,' ariiThileiid t» obtain oontrol of the whole Greek eiUicational system July 8 taj„. 

i "Tu cks have withdrawn their children from British Mission schools, and they now 

""""IIMw^ri^i Of Antioch has written to the Russian Consul that he can no «W RWmU. 

ner d Pie supervision m.,1 control eve,■vised by Russian Consuls over the 
Gre, k Imhotlox schools in his diocese, and intends to resume possession ol them 

at “The Greek community arc about to present n Petition to the Yuli praying for (he 

dei H| sition of the decided to depose the Patriarch, and the Bishop of Tarsus, lK1 , 

. wus c i t »etcd t«> take over temporary charge. 

S mv!di supports the deposition. The (Ecumenical is inclined to interfere. ^ 

. 1-1 o ,,.1, bn* resumed. The Vnli ami local authorities favour the election or a Ibid., No. 6. 
t ,k T!ya!"T leTimaWdc to Russian influence thuu .. Syri.who would, however. Dtru.,, 20. tss». 

I bv preferred by <h‘ jn ,l “ ^ ^ received, ordering that the election of a Patriarch Ibid.. No. 5J. 

, should'hc stiictlv coniiiicd to candidates within the Province of Antioch, candidates Iron, «*J *«*-• 

, J T t Sec* being ineligible. This is a great triumph lor the native party. I lie electoral 
' t .‘ was elected, hut Mgr. Gvnnuims, refusing to agree to the election ol certain 
1 members, was dvposcd, and Mgr. Mvictims. Bishop of l.utakm,^wns appointed uy^rtcud. 

June 12, IfcilS. _ 







Inclosurc 4? in No. 17. 


Consul Richard# to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(N°. 3. Confidential.) . ., 7 .1890. 

WITH reference to Consul Kyra*' dc*|»tclie» Nos. 13 ami 34 of llm 2tnl April anil 
the Mh Julv. 1*98, rosiieetivi lv. I have I he honour to submit a leiv ohservaimns eon- 
criniuu- the sieaily ailvaneo of Russian influence over the tireek Orthodox educntionul 

establishments in ilii» iirovittcc. . ., 

Your hseellenev is iloulitlcss aware tliul tlie work ol lltissiamzme 'lie <■ irk 
schools, ami so, ttrotluallv, the various communim s whose elnhlrvu an- la ."lit m those 

sc!.Is, is heino caninl on with tin- utmost encrity and activity l.v Kusstan ( onsular 

otlicers under the uiMpires and patronnito ol tin- •• .'soeivte Imperuile Oithmlose oe 
Palestine " (to utve the l'rcneh translation of the Russian name ., ot wlneli the l»nuitl 
Duke Sereins is the President. I am inlnrmcd on good authority that the t.rcck 
Orthodox schools in Sviia are subsidized by this Society to the extent ol a yearly 
(„,ininnun) sou, ol 9 T. '1,009, i.c., 4,*(><«. Horn this I nid s.i arms paid to the 
I)iroetor-( Jeiicral of the school*. a Russian named Dimitri liogdanotl, who km Ii*. .it 
Damascus ; to all the female teachers in the girls' school here, thirteen 111 mnnher. ol 
whom three are Russians, mu I t ho icumiudcr are uutives; in tin? teacher* m all the uo>>» 
schools, la-ins tlmtv-three in mm,hr, thrmiylmot the vilayet ; to the Russian doctor 
residin'' here, Dr. Sapojkoll, who i- in reality an intent ol the twenty ; and la-t. but not 
least, p. the Patriareli himself, should he prove anienali e 10 leasoii and won: m the 
interests of the Russian (loveninte,it, as, it may readily he c,nicerd, cnnsid. „n;,. the 
indueemeiits, he will, in all prohahilitv, do. Tlieie are, ol course, in a, ,v other expen-es, 
such a- the doctor's house tent anil the cost ol the drugs dispensed by inn, the house 
rent of the Direetor-Cieneral, the rent of the. Imihlmg 11 -'d as .1 girls seao d here, the rent 
ol many liool huildiiiRS UirOi.gh.iut the province, presenl- Riven to various liinetioimries, 

ecclesiastical and civil, ns olicii as the (.'c- a-ion may arise, ,Ye. . , . 

I should state that M. Dimitri liiigdimotl s sphere ot action meludes the l.eb.inon 
and, I believe, llevrout, while lue doctor is eonslantly travelling in van ms p ots ot the 
proviuee, llioimhoni the (trailer part ot which lie 1 - already well known, allhimah lie has 
only keen here- a little over a year. Dr. Sapojkoll dispenses medicines itrati. to all and 

Mln ,| rv will! .. to him, and attends protessionally, iioiuiual y only the poor, hut in 

reality main ol' the well-to-do, without remuneration Both ot these otheiuls are 
well paid hv '.lie Society, their respective salaries being certainly n it less than 9 I. 49 per 

" U ""a's retmrds tlie schools—which, it sl.ould lie noted, are not rec'IRliizcd officially as 
Russian schools , 1 , the sense in which similar establishments belonging to Briti-I, and 
l-'reneh Mi-sions me so recognized—all of those n..wr exf-lt-.* 1,1 tlusvikiyed.ns w. il as 
tllo-e ill tlie Mute-saritlik ol tlie l.ehaiiml ;not to mention those ill the I royiuees of 

lie.rout and Palestine, with which I have no concern), are linanccd hv the .destine 

Society Thev me therefore in realitv Russian, though noiiiiiuilly only t.reel:, schools. 
The teachers as stated above, are paid hv the Society, amt where the lunds pr,.curable 
loeallv toe not snliieieut for tlie purpose, the rent of the school-room mid tlie east ot 
tiring me pen.rally forthcoming lion, the same source. In Damascus it i- more espe- 
eiailv the pills' school—numbering about tot) scholars. including 50 small hoy--wine 1 is 
esseini illv a Russian estublishmeiit, tlie three principal teachers being Russian ladies, 

who are in receipt of liln ml salaries, tile senior getting 9 I. I'd, and tlie other two 9 1. 1 

each per mouth. There are, in addition, ten native lemalc teachers, whose salaries range 
f ro m 05 |' r t„ oh IV. per month, a scale ot reniiiuenitim. which, in view ot the sex and 
social position o, tin- recipients, is considered high in tins country. The llus-ian language 
is ohh -atory 111 tics as well as 111 the hoys' school, ill, hour being devoted every day to its 
study Tim native teachers are also obliged to learn tins language out ot school hours. I 

..... 1 hat it astonishing to witness tin* glihness with which even very amall 'girls ami 

» vs will “ ratllf along ” it. tlie newlv-acquircd lunguage. In botli tlie boys and girls 
srl'mols here in Dama-cus, and, 1 believe, throughout the vilayet, school books are supplied 
rati^ which is not the case in any other schools in the country. Such books nru not, ol 
uwav hv the scholar when his education is completed. 

,;. cc i,tl V it was customary to supply the poorest children with two dresses 
uci,but this dote bus been discontinued, at all events in Duinascus, during the 
I ht six muni Its. i«' some authenticated eases money has been olleied to parents to 


induce them to remove their children from British Mission schools to those under Russian 
protection. It is within my own personal experience that nearly all the children who used 
to attend our Mission school in the village ol Bludun. in the Ante Lebanon are now being 
taught in the Greek (read “Russian”) school recently established there. This, I am 
assured hv competent persons, is only one instance out ol many which might he cited. 

I might mention that for a long time the Russian Consular Dragoman here was the 
officially recognized “ Waked ” or agent lor the Damascus schools—both hoys and girls— 
on behalf of the Greek Orthodox community, to which he belongs. It was white he was 
acting in this capacity that he induced the ex-Patriarch Spiridon to hand over the whole 
control and administration of the girls’ school to his chief, my Russian colleague, 
M. Relaiew. About eighteen mouths ago, howevi r. the Vali received orders from Con¬ 
stantinople to intimate to the Dragoman that ho, being in the employment of a foreign 
authority, could no longer he allowed to act. as “ agent” lor—nominally, at all events— 
Ottoman sehools ; whereupon the Dragoman was, much against hi* will and that of his 
chief, forced to resign. I am not aware that in reality tlie change effected had any substan¬ 
tial consequences, but, at all events, from the Turkish ullicial point of view, appearances 
were saved. 

Rmoiiin influence remains the same, nr, rather, gains m strength almost daily, and it 
would hardly he any exaggeration to say that steady and per.-istent dibits are being made 
to •* Russianize ” the whole of the rising generation among the (heck Orthodox commu¬ 
nities in this province. To this eon genii I and patriotic !a*k my Russian colleague has 
devoted himself con iimorc, showing an merge and enthusiasm which, from tlie |Kiinfc of 
view of his Government, uru beyond all praise, and of which it hits shown its grateful 
recognition in the lor n of decorations and letters ol approval received by M. Belaiow on 
scvciul occasions. 

As regards the people themselves, it is a little dillieult t > gnage their real sentiments 
on this subject. Many of them arc. or appear the, indifleteul to the spread ol Russian 
influence, while others, perhaps the majority, allow tin ir Idlings of gratitude lor the very 
real financial assistance received to ownide other sentiments, such a-, /*.</., a desire lor 
independence and di-trust of tin* foreigner, which, under other circumstances, would have 
hud very considerable weight with them. There is at-.* a miimritv, consisting very often 
ot tlie most intelligent members nf the various communities to which they belong, who ut 
heart, ami sometimes openly, resent this Russian intrusion into the educational life of their 
childicn. Such men a-k why their hoys, and more especially their girls, s' oubl he forced 
to learn a comparatively useless language like Russian at a lime when a thorough know¬ 
ledge, first, ol their own most oiliicult tongue, ami, afterwards, ol either French or 
English. would be fur more profitable to them. 

I w !l mention, in conclusion, a fact, which is trilling in it-eIf, hut which among 
Orientals bus a certain significance of its own, ami that is that both the Director-General 
(M. I’.ogdunoll) and the Russian female teachers are accompanied by a envuss when they 
drive about the city, a privilege which is only enjoyed by Consuls and high ecclesiastical 
dignitaries, and which has not hi;ht to been accorded to any other foreigners engaged in 
the work of either religious or civil education. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


Sir I'. Laser lies to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receieeti February (!) 

Mv Lord, Rerlin, February 3, 1SG9. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your lordship that it is stated to tun “ .North 
German Gazette” of the 1st instant that the Sultan of Turkey issued an Iradd on t-h** 
21)th ultimo, granting to the German Anatolian Railway (’oinpany the right to 
construct a largo commercial harbour at Haidar I’aslia. 

The “ Kulnisehe Zeitung” makes the following remarks in this connection : 

“This news is not only of great importance for the Anatoli in Railway, hut is 
also a further proof of the extent to which the. Sultan appreciates German industry 
and commerce. The fact that the construction of the harbour has been linallv 
sanctioned may he regarded as a satisfactory result of the J'.mperor’s recent journey 
to the East. The present arrangements fur landing at this end of the railway line are 
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nfto.-cthcr Insufficient; anil the const met ion ofa torgea.nl "ViiiclT'S 

u ;n i„. ijun-.ituMcr f«»r tin* lurtlicM* development of tlio i.uh\.i>. wnicn n 

princi,w.lly worked l»y C.'mmn ««|>ital. Tlic plans for the construction ot the harhour 

"''Iho^r^rr'Vot'tirnts the report llmttto, Sultan_l.es granted 1 «er.mssion to 
•/,...a,,. Director of <he Analolinn Railways. for the laying and working of neahh 
^C^mlnopto to ..-onstaiuta, the Roumanian port on «h| BMi Sea. I esterday 
,1„. I'miieror telecraphcil his thanks to the Sultan for tins Concession. 

1 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


Sir A’. O'Conor to t.’ir Jfurjti css of Salisbury— (Received February 13.) 

Constantinople, February 7, 1699. 

' Vvn' tl refer,.ore to mv despatch No. CIO of the 9th December Inst. I have the 

... t , transmit to tour l.or.Lhi,.rewith copies of two further despatches which 

I lln" rec,dvc.l from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at V report,ng on the case of 

l,r ' l p'rom these i, appears that the person who is generally acknowledged,,, have 
roroinittcd the mitrae- on Hr. IWIek. namely Ku-,im Agha, .* at ^ 

.. Kurdish trih.. the Persian frontier, in the enjoyment ol the pint,Uum ot /. kM 

Pen Conimmnlnnt of the llamidie cuvnlrv. The same powerful protect, m is 
ne, orded to lias via Pasha, who, us is generally hclm'-cd,.>rjja"i*c<l J l,c f “‘^“8® 
,recited the stolen goods. On the Ollier hand, limur l oshn, rather of lv.isstm 
\eha has lie,m arrested, and is now in Van. . , , 

' ' |')r. Ilelck has forwar led, through Captain Maunsell a claim tor H.■«'''• <* 
presenta.ion l-v .he tier,nan Aml.assa.l ir to the Mil. line l ur e. 1 1 .« ■ito.m mch les 
T T. ]0,0(I0 indemnity for the nssuult, and compensation at the rate of t. -0 a ,ta> 
Iroin the lOili Novcmltcr, l s *)8. 

I have forwarded Dr. IMek’* claim to my Gorman colleague. 

I have, «<\ 

(Si-nod) N. It. O'CONOR. 


hidosuro 1 in No. It). 


(No. a.) 


Cujituhi Muunsill to Sir „\. 0* Conor. 


Von, January 22, 1800. 

S ' r ' I If \VK the honour to forwar. voar Excellency, lor tiunsfaissiem to the 

lmiM'i'iil On unit, limbas-v, this claim of Dr. Ifelek, a tier,nan subject, for. an 
onl'e,unity from the Sublime Porte of if T. 10,000, liecnt.se «.f the attempt on Ins hie 

l,v Kxccllencv's telegram uf the 2Sth October, 180S, mentions that His 

MatesU the Saltan 'find born pleased to sanction a suitable indemnity, and the 
above is tile sum which l)r. Ifulcli would wish to cluim. 


lie also wishes to claim an indemnity of ti T. 20 per diem from the lfith 
Kovembi’r. 1KN. In tin- present date, or f T. 1.310 altogether, from .he Turkish 
Government, owing to his having waited here during that isinod m the hope that 
,|,e murderers would be brought in to trial, lie has thereby lost Ins employ meat in 
tJcrmany. , lmv( ,_ 

(Signed) l'. It. MAUNSELL. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. If). 

Captain Maunsell to Sir A’. O'Conor. 

^ Fan, January 10, 1699. 

IN continuation of the case of the attempted murder of Dr. Belck, I have the 
honour to report that on the 31st ultimo llajji Timur P.aslia, an llamidie otlieer, 
was brougla in hero in charge of an officer and some soldiers from Arjish. 

I le is'lodged in the house of Ifassau Pasha, President of the Municipality of this 
town, hut a guard is placed over hint, and when lie was brought to see the Vali he 
was in charge of an officer and five men. 

This man was not directly implicated in the outrage, as far as can nc 
ascertained at present, although it is generally acknowledged that his son, 
Kassim Aglm, and a servant, were the actual persons wlm committed the outrage 
on Dr. Ifelek. 

On lioing interrogated before the Vali lie acknowledged his son's guilt, but 
said be could not tell his present whereabouts as lie had fled to Persia. 

The latest news concerning him is that he is staying with Mnstaphn Hey, Chief 
of the Jcllali Kurds, in Ahagliu Plain, and lias been raiding sheep and corn from 
Armenian villages in the neighbourhood of Hcrgri. 

Vlmghn is close to Persia, and part of the Jcllali live on that side of the 
border; but the Vali tells me there would be no difficulty in arresting him, ns 
the Jcllali Kurds on ibis side could make those in Persia surrender him. 

Kassim Aglm, being a Captain of llamidie cavalry, is directly protected In 
Zekki Pasha and the Commandant of llamidie at. Arjish. 

Without orders from them to arrest him, the Vali and the authorities here 
confess themselves powerless. 

It was rumoured that when llajji Timur Pasha arrived, Hussein Pasha would 
also lie brought in, but so far nothing lias been done in his case. It is scarcely 
worth while bringing him here, where lie would probably he treated as an 
honoured guest in some Pasha's house; if possible, it would oe belter to have 
both him and llajji Timor exiled by direct Decree from Constantinople. 

I insisted to the Vali tlmt on Hussein’s arrival he should be confined as a 
prisoner in the castle here ; but lie could only say that the matter must be 
referred to /.ekki Paslm. 

Two days ago llajji Timur requested an interview with Dr. Ilelck, who is 
Staying at Dr. Reynolds' house; hut, acting on my advice, he refused to have any 
intercourse whatever with him. I thought that such an interview could lead to 
no good, anti would lie surely misrepresented in some way. 

llajji Timur is l,v no means as powerful or as clever a Chief os Hussein, 
and perhaps the latter is endeavouring to make a scapegoat of him. 

I cannot but suspect that the Russians arc strongly interested in supporting 
Hussein Paslm anti preventing his exile. 

The Russian Consul here has often spoken to me of the uselessness of con¬ 
tinuing this question of attempting to get redress for the outrage On Dr. Ifelek; 
hut when llajji Timur arrived, and there was hope of Hussein also coming, lie 
developed a sudden interest in the question which ho Imd refrained from 
previously. 

Whether the Russian Government, on the outbreak of war, mean to buy over 
Hussein mill bis celebrated troopers rn bloc, or whether he is useful to them as n 
disturbing element to keep these provinces in a ferment, and gives them an excuse 
lor stepping in at any time to rectify matters, it is difficult to say 

I would draw vnur Excellency's attention to the most serious state of distress 
which has arisen ill this province, and which points to general famine or scarcity in 
the spring. 

The Armenian villages are sufieritig most, as they had least to fall back oil; 
but there is great distress among the Kurils as well. 

It is only the great brigands, such as Hussein Paslm, w|m have profiled much 
by tile general rubbery of the Armenians. 

A ('ommittee of Relief has been started here, with the Muavin as President, and 
with the sanction of the Vali, who has induced most of the rich Armenians to 
subscribe. 

Hitherto all Committees of Christians have been forbidden as likely to be used 
for revolutionary purposes. 

fir,231 ■ If 
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Wheat has been distributed by this Committee to some of the villages near by, 
where actual deaths from starvation have occurred. is 

I have ridden round most or the villages near Van, and can personally confirm 
the above statements of distress. , ,, „„... 

The worst districts are Slmttakh, Mukus, Itarkar, and Karchikan, to the south 
of the lake, where the Armenians have suffered severely, and from whence 000 
refugees have recently arrived in the town. , . 

T|,c oriei’ of the commonest kind of bread is now 00 paras an okc in Van, 
whereas two years ago it was 30, and last year, at the same time, 40 paras. 

Trade in the country is almost at a standstill, and no money can be gained. 

'I'll,, crop last year was somewhat below the average; the villagers are now 
consuming what they l.nd left over for seed in the spring, and thus the distress seems 
likely to increase into actual famine. .... , . , , . __. 

I)r Uavnolds, with what relief money is at ins disposal, is laving m a store of 
wheal at present prices, while the Local Relief Committee arc dealing with the 
present distress as far as possible. 

It' available, a considerable sum will be required to meet the distress m the 
Armenian villages in the spring. , , , ,, . ,,_ 

Dr Uavnolds has just heard from Constantinople, from the Committee there, 
that through some error in their accounts they previously credited him with 
C T. 500 too much, and this sum has now to be made good. 

I hear that neither from Persian or from the Mosul or ibarbekr I rovinces is 
there any likelihood of assistance, as there is considerable scarcity there also. 

The local Treasury is completely empty, and no help is now sent from other 
vilayets, as formerly, so that ii is diffieult to see how soldiers and Ollicials are to he 

^ ' This year, during Ramazan, an unusual number ol soldiers in V an have been 
given furlough to save the expense of feeding them. 
b I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. U. M.YL'NSELL. 


Xo. 20. 

Sir S’. O'Conor to the Mitn/uess of ■•Salisbury.—(Received February 13.) 

MvLmil Constantinople, February 7, 1809. 

IX Captain Maunsell’s despatch Xo. 4 of tin’ llitli January, which I had the 
honour to inclose In your Lordship in my immediately preceding despatch ol this 
day's dale, attention is drawn to the serious stale ol affairs in the I rovincc ot \ an, 
which appears to point to a general famine in the spring. 

I have now the honour m transmit to your Lirdsllip copy id a despatch which 1 
have received from Colonel Massy, Acting British Consul at I’.rzcroimi, which states 
that great distress is uctunlb prevailing throughout the w hole of lvurdistan. 

As your Lordship will observe, these reports are based on personal observation, 
anil deaths from starvation have already occurred. I he price ol food is a ready 
double what it was at the same season two years ago. and the villagers liavi already 
Itcgtin In eons,nne their seed corn. This state of destitution must increase in 
intensity till the next harvest (that is, for eight months), and,.( the seed-corn is 
consumed, must last indefinitely. ,, , , . . 

In communicating those reports to vour Lordship, 1 beg io snggest that the 

allenti.I' Da’ Vrmcninn Relief Committee should l„- drawn to the distress winch 

'.revails in the districts ol Van and lliilis and other parts of Armenia,.and which, 
is I tm<! the honour to report to votir Lordship in niy despatch No. 10 ol the itli 
ultimo, extends as far south as Mosul. 1; is evident that any assistance, however 
small, will materially help the impoverished inhabitants to sow their crops in the 

spring. j have, &c. 

(Signed) X. It. U’CONOU. 


Inelosurc in Xo. 20. 

Major Massy to Sir jV, O'Conor. 

(jSo. 4.) Erzerouni , January 27, 1899. 

,r ’ IN forwarding despatch No. 4 of Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van to your 
Excellency l have the honour to state that great distress is actually prevailing 
throughout the whole of Kurdistan. At Khar put this almost amounts to famine, 
while at Bitlis, Van, Er/.eroum, great poverty exists. \Vc have to look forward to 
nothing better but, on the contrary, to far worse, for the next eight months, when the 
new harvest will be gathered. 

I would appeal, through your Excellency, for the assistance of the benevolent 
to enable us to continue in this country the good and useful work of relief which has, 
iu my opinion, done so much towards restoring order. It has given hope to the 
Christians that Europe, while discountenancing rebellion, has not quite abandoned 
them to Mahommedau fanaticism. I trust that our appeal may not be iu vain. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) P. II. H. MASSY, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Actiiuj Consul. 


No. 21. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received February 13.) 

Mv^Lord, Constantinople , February 7, 1899. 

' WITH reference to my despatch to your Lordship No. G IT of the 12th December 
last, I have the honour to inclose herewith a further despatch reporting on the progress 
of the Russian Mission to the Nestorians at Urmia. 

Your Lordship will observe that an arrangement appears to have been arrived at 
between the Russians and the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Mission, by which the 
Persian mission-field will be left entirely free to the Orthodox Church. I he Urmia 
Mission seems to regard its field of action as limited to Persian territory. 

I have informed Captain Mauusell that, under the circumstances, 1 do not consider 
it necessary that lie should at present undertake his proposed journey into the Nestoriau 

country. . . „ 

* I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. U. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in Xo. 21. 

Captain Maunsell to Sir N. O'Conor. 

Sir° *^ Van, January 1G, 1899. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward the following information which I have received 
regarding the Nestorian Christians in Persia and Turkey. 

Tiie Russian Mission iu Urmia is engaged in rapidly converting the^Nestorians m 
Persia, their operations being accelerated by the cooperation ot the Archbishop >*t 
Canterbury’s Mission, and the proposed withdrawal of the latter, so as to leave the 
Persian mission-ileld entirely free to the Orthodox Church. .... . 

Some of the American Protestants and converts ol tne lvomaii C atholic Missions 
have also joined, and, at the present rate of progress, there will shortly be hut lew 

of the undent Nestorian Church left in Persia. . 

What the exact destination of the Archbishops Mission will be, and the ultimate 
arrangements made with the Russian Mission, your Excellency will doubtless know 
direct from London. .... . r| , 

1 hear ol a propogul to establish the head-quarters ot the Mission m turkey, 
presumably at Van, as the most suitable place, as it would be possible to deal directly 
with the Vali here, while at other places in the Saudjuk of Hakkiari, there would be 
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the additional complication of working through the Muttwarif of ^'slikah The 
Russian priests arc converting the Nestonnns by easy stages, as, up to the present, th > 
permit the use of the old liturgy, with some of the special rites. 

They permit other hooks also, but the name of Mar Shimnn ami the Mattran 

ar< ' Tts noteworthy that they will not accept as converts boys in the schools or^other 
inhabitants of Turtccy who tire residing temporarily m Persia, as they gm out that 
tlnrv have no Mission' among the Turkish Nestoriiins, 1 am i putt- certain, llOWC cr 
tliai when they lure consolidated their position a little more m I craw, that they 

CX,l '’file^niiTied visit o'i ’m. Maefskv, the Russian Consul here, to the Nestormn country 
in Novemlier last, illicit he thought them was a likelihood of the French priests winning 
i kVf*Y* that countrv. is out* proof of this. , 

Mar Shinum lias declared thnl he and his followers would rather hear ten times 
what the) have done at the hands nt Kurds and Turkish ollicials, rather than purchase 
relief hv'lM'travimr their ancient religion. , . c . 

What relief they hope to obtain by conversion Ims vet to be proved, and relief in 
lie- shape of direct protection would certainly occasion difficulties on this side of the 

bortba - . shjm|im js nnl ., slton(f lender, and there are many sections of Nestoruuis 
who would he ready to throw In their luck with the Russians if they came, lints 
divided, Mar Sliimum winihl nut he aide to hold out very long, . 

1 hope, with your Excellency’s permission, to make a luur 111 the Ncstorian country 
ns goon as the snow cleiivs suflicietitly In open lip the roads. 

1 have, fke. 

(Signed) l‘\ K. MAONflELL. 


The Marques* of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 

' ^Foreign Office, February 14, 18!)U. 

I || VVF, received vour despatch No. t <>r the lOtli ultimo, reporting the steps you 
e taken to bring 'to the notice of the Sadr-i-Azam the massacre of Armomnn 
rollers by the troops of the Governor of Kltoi. 

I approve vour action in this matter. 

* 1 I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISMTRY. 


Sir A'. O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury .—<KwnW February 20.) 

XK°Ixmi Conatantinoyle, February 15,1800. 

' IN acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 24 of the W> " | lt "' 1( ’- 
| have the honour to report that io my dispatch No. nOI of the 30th Ocmber iusl I 
submitted, lor vour Lordship’s upprovul, u line of action which I proposed to take in order 
to secure. If possible, satisfaction in llie matter of the eliiiui arising out of the murder ol 
Yussnf Yunan at Sairt. ^ M f 

Your Lordship approved in your despatch No. 240 of the lath November of the 
course proposed liv me. which included a suggestion that a sum of 20,0011 piastres should 
li.. accented in full settlement of the claim. . f 

l have now the honour to inform your Lordship that niter a strong repiescntation of 
the cane which l made in conversation to the Minister lor Foreign Affairs, Ins Excellency 
L vt . lnc his promise that the mouev would ho paid. Dilliculties subsequently arose when 
SL matter was »ubtitilted to the Council of Ministers. Ti.c Council Mused to approve 
tin dec Lion of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and it was only after I brought the question 
unofficially before the Sultan, and obtained un Imperial Iradu for It* settlement, thut tnc 
Council of Ministers could he induced to sanction ti»e payment. 1 lie Monsters weio forced 
eventually to rescind their previous report. 
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1 have, however, now the satisfaction of reporting tlmt the Minister of Finance has 
finally paid over to this Embassy a sum of 20,977 piastres, the equivalent of C T. 204. 

This mouev is at the disposal of the Armenian Relief Committee, and I shall he glad 
to know whether they wish it to he paid over to their Treasurer, .Sir J. W. Whittall. 

1 trust that this settlement of this long-pending case will meet with the approval of 
the Armenian Relief Committee. Legally. I never thought it a good case, and 1 hardly 
expected so favourable a settlement. The chance of recovering anything through a suit 
a t law out of the estate of the assailants of Yussnf Yunan was nil, and I consider it would 
he both impolitic and useless to press the matter further. 

I have had to use considerable pressure to obtain a settlement of this claim, and I 
shall he glad for various reasons il it. can be kept quiet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


No. 24. 

77 #r Marquess of Salisbury to Sir A\ O’Conor. 

(No. 19. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreiyn Office, February 24, 1*99. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. ’>9 of the 15th instant, reporting that you 
bad succeeded in obtaining from the Turkish Government the sum of £ T. 201-, in 
settlement of the claim arising out of the murder of Yusuf Yunan at Sairt. 

Your Excellency’s action in this matter is approved by Her Majesty’s Government. 
1 have communicated vour despatch to the Armenian Relief Committee, and 
expressed a strong hope that they will accept the sum obtained by your Excellency as 
a full settlement of the claim. 

1 have also requested that the matter mav he treated as confidential. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 25. 

Sir A f . O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received February 2s.) 

(No. G5.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, February 20, 1899. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward liorowith copy of a despatch from ller Majesty’s 
Consul at Jeddah reporting the steps taken by the British Vice-Consul at that town to 
obtain from the Turkish authorities compensation for certain British Indian merchants 
residing in Mecca,Medina,and Jeddah for robberies committed in the Itedjaz between 
1892 and 1898. 

As vour Lordship will sec, the parties interested having expressed their willingness, 
on certain conditions, to accept half the amount at which they estimated their losses 
in full settlement of their claims, the Vali has consented to this arrangement, except 
in the ease of two persons, into whose caws he proposes to make further inquiry. 

L have already called the attention of the Sublime Forte to these eases of robbery, 
and 1 have now sent in a note cerbale , copy of which 1 have the honour to inclose, 
informing them of the result of the negotiations between the British Vice-Consul and 
the delegates of t he Vali. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. K. O’CONOR. 


[1523] 


I 






30 


Inclosure 1 in No. 25. 

Consul Dicey to Sir 1\ Currie. 

<*>"■ Jed,lull, Jam,my 11 , 1800 . 

" I HAVE tin; honour to forwnwl iiiwwit.li a Ilcport on tlie steps taken lo obtain 
compensation for British Indian robberies. 

Ahmed Balib Pasha returns to-day to Mecca. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. 1\ DEVEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 25. 

Vice-Consul Ilussain to Consul Drvnj. 

> Jeihhili, Jununri/ 10,1800. 

I ll.wi: tin' honour In report that, as siifprcsleil liv liis Hxeellem y the \ ali i' 1 the 

... .,1 t.. l.v > 11 , the Vnli oppemteil Alivmnni l-.llen.lt, Ins maktii lip, 

Sxllitali .l.e ..r 11... «!«,...{ Sltenvf, an.l M,.lullt.lt llanajt. I IVentlt a 

fespeetaltle nl< Tel in tt l nl tills pltlee, tn lliseltss the elmm* ol ike ' Hn .lull J 1^:10- lor 

ri.lilteries eommitleil mi lit" M.. ami Multan mails Imui ll.e .lit Maj, IS!)-. In lilt 

22iul Orlober, lS'.ts, witli myself ami tin- Dray-iunan nl tins Consulate, unit a tiou >l 
coinin'’ til a conelusion l',,r the payment of inilemilil.V. 

\v„ ,1„. 17,1, Deee'i.lief Iasi for the first time, all the il,tleplUes Inang 

present. 1 lie iinikttilijl|nforiue<! us Iliat tlio claims of—■ „ 

1. Iteiitiin . for a mlilierv eomimtte.il on Hie Melina roml tu 1 J.l, mi _,J-o 

ilitllae m, i.ioit, for 121/., mlilieil on tile Meeen mail in 18U0; 

a. tlaooil ' ll.lull;.It, for the mlilii ry of his personal properly ami jewellery I • tne 
value of old/, on the Melina mail in lTIM anil , , .. . .. 

I. Aliinait Ahilul i.atif Memmi, for a similar loss a- the lliiril one to the .altie ol 
:J05/ were lo he lefl out altogether front the iltsen- ion. as the aiilhorities liave 
ohieeteof, 01,1 hefoieloailn.it these four elnims fo vi.o.t of sufficient prool. but I 
pu'inteii mu m the Turkish ileleirates that the authorities never asked the apnlieants 
for .fs .' .he lim, whet, hheries were eomniilted ; had nutlionties asked them 
Ihev vvn.il, 1 I,pr...'need ih. ,eitailed proofs, hut to demand proofs now, title, the 
|.,use ... rears, is unite unreas..iinhle; however, the lirtl.sli Indian merehants aiv -ml 

read. ...'prove their losses from their hook in all .. «■< of mhheru s ,,, ivh.et; the 

r.,1,lied properlv was mrivhinitl.z, . hut m those eases r.ihhenes m wlneh .lie i ..ned 
perlv was of the niitinv of er-ottal articles, wlneh are not entered in the .n* it 
is impiissilde to pmdttee J t.. in d ail after such a long time. 

Also l pointed out tin: w 1 tin 1 authorities did not ask for the proofs ol ,\ \ ol 
the mbberu's when .hey v.< - vc„,rted, ami when there aw no rules or ij*ula-.ums 
showing when* and by wlmm tl. claims arc to be examined and adjudged, bow the 

claimants can bo Vdnmcd for not proving their claims. 

j UacKKl Anil) and Mm-; Abdullath ire very respectable merchants, and l 
cannot entertain the idea that their claims mt* groundless 

;> T at ih v have Mated. i !„dr applim* i as I ii:-l the robbery happened b.-tueeii 
Vainho and Median, when the family of Daood Arab with his brother was gm - to 
t!,c latter plaee \M..-r. !.h /mi..,- edd. ., and the property lost hv Alune.l Abd., t;:f 
was aKo sent at the same time with Daoul Arab's brother Oil the ureasi-ir !.:s 
cousin's marriage, and tle.it they mu prov tlicsc tacts. 

1 Duo'd Aral . iid m. I AhUullutif an ready i • prove that on uccoiu , t.ioir 
nroperi . being of great \aun.. they < -igagrd Snlch-hiti-Jumun Slunkli, ullhe il /am 
tribenstrc trcamebnac,and \ u'.d iinv at a higher mt* thaii otln is an* its. a ’'*j 

- 'Pla-v nl* • .tateo li nt thru* properly was it : robbed till Saleh-hin-.lum:m auu 
his servants wore lulled in the wt of defending it. . . 

After hearing these nr-uin. i.: the maktuhji and •<> •*. , rs admittr niisia <* <>1 
the vitbnritie* oi‘ not instil»iti.._' proper inquire-^ at tic time, and in a hab-h. own 

w.i If claims of .. Arab ml Aimed AVmliai , Men* allowed to i rim luued 

uif’i other claims, and Isleau Mcuion aim Ilennan being not. prosem at etc :.li, 
agreed to leave their claims out for the present for further inquiry, as m t ic case ot 
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Tsliag Memon some of the robbed property was recovered and restored to tlie claimant, 
and hi the ease of Benuan, a Turkish subject, has applied to the Vali that the money 
robbed belonged to a Turkish subject, and Hetman has not proved up to tins time that 
the money belonged to him. , , xl , .. 

We met again on the 21th ultimo, and the maktuhp said that the claims were m 
most east's very exaggerated, and, therefore, the claimants should accept one-tourth ot 
their original claims. 1 replied that unless it' is proved t hat the claims are exaggerated 
I cannot admit it. , , _ .. , 

Then the maktuhji said it had happened before that the British Indians have 
taken one-fourth in satisfaction of their total demands. 

As 1 was certain this had never happened, \ denied to admit the correctness of 
his statement. # < 

As we could not come to any conclusion, I said that as the payment ol the 
indemuit v has been delayed too long and the claimants, besides being deprived »f 
their monev, have also been suffering the loss of interest, so if the money is to he 
paid without further delay, they might accept half in satisfaction of their total claims 
to avoid further delays. 

And 1 also showed maktuhji tlie receipt of the last payment of the indemnity 
when the claimants had accepted half <>1 their original claims, and not one-fourth as 
alleged by him, and thereupon he admitted the incorrectness of the information which 
he said was given to Vali by some interested person. 

Maktuhji then told that he will communicate tlie result of our meeting to the 
Vali, and if necessary another meeting will ho convened, and information will he 
given to us. > 4 . . 

At the time of your visit on tlie 2nd instant as desired by the \ ali, I invited the 
British Indian claimants for robberies, and informed them that the \ ali was anxious 
to settle their claims and pay them without delay if they come to terms and agree to 
accept less than their claims. 

After one day’s deliberation tliev intormed tin? that they will accept halt in 
satisfaction of their full claims on the following conditions: — 

1 That the money he paid at once through the Consulate. 

2. That this instance should not he made a precedent ill future. 

3 . That in future the claims for robberies dionld he examined and verified 
and the amount of indemnity lived within a month, or any such reasonable time. 

1 . Tin* claims for robberies should not he accumulated as heretofore, and he pai l 
one by one separately. 

1 informed the Vali of tin* decision of the British Indians, hut he wrus anxious to 
reduce the amount still further to which the claimants did not consent. 

hi c..aelusion, 1 beg to state that on the Bth instant when 1 called upon i > 
Excellency the Yuli he mused t • admit the claims of Daood \rah and Aimed 
Ahdullaiii. hut said that ho will inquire about these two claims, and for the rest lie 
gave me to understand lint, shortly after his return to Mecca he will try to pay 
thorn off. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. MOHAMMED IIUSSAIN. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 25. 

Sole Verbulc, 

HKB Majesty’s Embassy did not fail to forward t* Her Majesty s Consul .» 
Jeddah the note I'l-lutle of the Sublin • Boric No. s 7. ot the 21tli. Noveuihor v\*\. 
m the suhjeet of the robberies on British Indian subjects in the Hcdjaz. 

I .answer, 11 r Mije-ly’s Consul - now •ported 1 * lli’r Majesty’s Embassy 
that the British Indian ehiimants for indemuiti*^ on this .‘core have, alter diseussf 4 
their chums with the Vali’s Delegate, deelawd their ivjulincss to accept hall ill •' it.-- 
faetion of their full claims on the following conditions :— 

1. That the money should he paid at once through Her Majesty s Consulate. 

2. That this instance should not he made a precedent in future. 

3. That in future the claims "ii account of robberies should b< examined end 
vgrilled at once, in order that the victims may he able to produce proofs ui detail n el 
the amount of indemnity fixed within a month or any such reasonable time. 

That the claims should not he accumulated as heretofore, hut ho paid separately. 






Tli,. inquiries into the claims of Pnood Arab an.l Alimcd AMullatif not brio- yet 
completed, ller Maj.nl v*«. Embassy reserves to ltscll the right to present these easts 
at a future date. Under these eiirumstances and in view ol the <Concha orv ihs- 
position of the British Indians, who have abandoned one ball of then O.mvt.ani 
laited am- demand for interest. Her Majesty’s Embassy requests that male s ,11 c 
oiviMi In the Villi I.r ilit' Hodja/ for the prompt pigment of the monej.nnd loi the 
observance in future of the conditions set out above. 

Constantinople, February 20, 1M)9, 


No. 20. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received February 27.) 

Mv'V.'iid Constantinople , February 21,1899. 

* WITH reference to my telegram No. 10 of this day's dale. I have the honour to 
inclose herewith the telegram I received from Captain Mauiisell reporting th.it the 
inhabitant> of Armenian villages some 25 miles north of \:in are in a *tarvm 
condition, that a sum of 2,000/. will he required to keep them dhvc, and that the 
relief monev in hand is insufficient. ,. 

I informed the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, w loin i saw tins af ernunn 

of the ltnncntnlde eondition of those ..pie, and T expressed tl.e eonbdent hnjxs tlmUlm 

Imperial (iovernment xvoitltl nlford assistance to tde the rn.nme-stnekeu inhabitants 
ov er Hie next few months. Mis Excellency stud that he would bring the mutter helnrr 
11 ,i• imnier authorities at once, with a view to relief heiim seat. 

1 1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. 11. O’CONOK. 


Inclosuro in No. 20. 

Captain MaunscU to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(Tdcemnhic ) I* Kan, February 10, 1899. 

' ' 'my despateliNo. I of the 10th January: Distrain Armenia,, villasos. 

Havin',- visited the villages 25 miles north of Tan, I can say that altl lough 
relief has lieen given, one-third nr om-half ol the inhabitants arc starving. HUie 

... lias been used, hut it is now insufficient to keep them alive, tor winch -,0 >0/. 

will he necessary. 


No. 27. 

Sir .V. O'Conor In llir Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received February 27.) 

Mv llonl Constantinople, February 21, 1891). 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith two despatches from ller Majesty s 

Actihfr Consul at Erzoroum. ... ... .... „ 

h, I,is despatch No.7Coh.nel Massy states Ids view s as to the pnl.tieal importance 
of the promotion of friendly relations between our Consular Officers and the eml and 
mi I itni’v jiutboritii‘S of his district. . , , 

Your Lordship will see from Colonel Massy s despatch, No. 8, that holms 
rcqnesied my authorisation to proeeed to llaibourt with relief for the destitute widows 

and ... 8 ivi, lg Colonel Massy the authoriKition lie desired, as 
Mr Chambers, a well-known missionary of high character, was going to Biuhourt and 
I felt sure that whatever charitable assistance was to he distributed could safely he 

U " V entirely concur in Colonel Massy’s view as to the desirability of promoting 


friendly relations with the local officials, hut I am not assured ns to the expediency 
or givi'ie- nnv encouragement to the Turkish officials to regard Ids proceedings in a 
politicalli-iit As I had the honour to inform vour Lordship in my despatch No. 22 
of t|„. too?ultimo, I have already conveyed to Major Massy a private warning to the 

above effect. _ , 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOK. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 27. 


Major Massy to Sir iV. O'Conor. 

(No. 7.) 

Qj r Fixerourn, February 4, 1899. 

I IIAYR the honour to inform your Excellency that 1 run making use of every 
opportunity 1" increase the friendly relations which exist between me and tin* civil 
officials and military.officers at this post. I find every desire on their part to meet 
me in this. If would appear from their conversation that Turkey desires our triemlship 
as well as that of Germany. In many ways they have already test! fleet to their desire 


to please me. 

1 hope that ibis satisfactory state of tilings may enable me to be ol' use here, m 
the spring, in intlueneing the policy to he adopted in keeping the Kurdish population 
within In mods, as well as in obtaining a satisfactory solution of any question which 
mnv have to he settled hy us. 

Moreover. I trust that 1 am right in thinking that in this display of friendship, 
I am carrying out our policy towards this Government, in its larger and more 
important aspect, so long as Turkey hchnvrs with humanity and moderation towards 
her Christian subjects. Vour Excellency, will, ! hope, agree with me in thinking that 
ller Majesty's Consuls, scattered throughout this country, can do much towards 
establishing a good feeding between the two nations. It i'. perhaps, their chief duty 
in these remote parts, where trade questions ar< few and where Russia * over active 
to introduce her intliicnee. I have therefore ventured to advise, privately, the Vice- 
Consuls serving under me to adopt a similar line of conduct, and now t bat mutters appear 
to have changed and that officials in this country again turn to us for friendly advice, 
to endeavour to gain an useful influence through a tactful line «>f conduct in their 
restart it e districts. 

The proselytizing work which is lu-ing pursued amongst the Neshiriatut around 
Van and the Christians at Urmia would appear to be of considerable political 
sign i Ilea nee. Ily converting these people to the orthodox faith it would appear to 
be Russia's aim to gain politieal inlluenee and religious right of future interference in 
both these directions. To ward off immediate suspicion she may leave the conversions 
around Van and other parts of this country in abeyance at present, but she would 
appear to have paved the way for future operations in this direction. The great utility 
of these two spheres of religious inlluenee, namely, Urmia and the country south ol 
Van, at some future date is self-evident, giving Russia a future opportunity to 
step in to protect her co-religionists upon some occasion of her own making 
arising. It is. in fact, a sct-otT and a good one against the religious question at 
Jerusalem. 

Ilotb Urmia and Van are important points on the lines south to the Persian 
Gulf. 

To thwart Russia in these designs is not an easy task, but lien* again I would 
beg to suggest the utility of active Consular officials who would travel amongst the 
Christians, to give them a feeling of self-reliance, while supporting our missionary 
establishments in counteracting Russia:! machinations. With such Christians the 
religious form counts hut for little, a few pence and gilded promises trom Russia are 
sufficient to bring them over wholesale if left to themselves. 

It might, therefore, ho worth the experiment to increase our Consular Staff here 
and then*, and at least, to keep up such existing posts as Bitlis and Diarbekir for the 
present. The Russians are busy in those directions, also, the Russian Consul at Van 
having made a protracted tour throughout the whole of southern Kurdistan last 
summer. 

In this general scramble for political souls it is interesting to record that the new 
Catholic Armenian Bishop at Van claims, in a letter just received from him by a leading 
[1523] K 
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Catholic Armenian here, to have 20,000 Armenian Gregorians readv to 
Church. Hut this mav be taken with caution ns his funds mil hardly admit <>t tos 
paving even the low price for a conversion of lmlf-a-cmwn a head at which tap ain 
Mnmisell tells mo, in a private letter just received, a Ncstor.au priest has olIcr.nl to 
provide him plenty of converts from Ids flock. . • 

It is In lie feared, however, that such converts would soon stake another “jugam 
with another church, unless carefully looked after and kept in hand Ity torcign Ministers 
of their newlv.adopted creed with :i strong Consular hacking. 

Otherwise the temptation, from a financial point of view, becomes too strong. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. 11. H. MASSY, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 27. 

Major Massy to Sir .Y. O'Conor. 

(No. 8.) ICrzeroum, FebrUnnjfi, IS!)!). 

I fivvii this dav telegraphed to your Excellency stating that a journey to 
lilUhourt, two days’ rid'e towards Trobizond, would appear to me to he very ailyisa^ 

At that place there arc nearly ..rphiuis and several hundred widows, all m grea 

destitution. We have a lew hundred pounds relict money, hut I hesitate to tiust 
native ageuts with tin; duties of distribution. ... . » 

The- llrvercnd W. M. Chambers, of the American Mission nt Er/erouin, who lias 
done much already with regard to relief work, would accompany me, should your 
Excellency authorize this journey, occupying about one week, at a cost of some lot 
My other Consular duties would in no way suffer thereby. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) F. II. 11. MASSY, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul. 


No. 2S. 

Sir .V. O'Conor la tin- Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received February 27.) 

Mv Hold Constantinople, February 22, 181)11. 

' 1 II VVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I Pave received from Mr. Devey, llei Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, respecting the 
.*nppie* io , of the title of “ Seyy'nl ” in the district of Mecca and Jeddah by the Grand 

Shcreef of Mecca. , , 

l have, &c. 

(Signed) N. U. O'CONOlt. 


Inclosure in No. 28. 

Consul Dvvey to Sir A. O'Conor. 

(Nil. 10.) Jeddah, February 1, 1809. 

1 llAVK-the honour to report that the Grand Shcreef of Mecca is said to have 
ordered tiie suppression of the title " Seyyid ’ in all Hie district comprising Mecca and 

Jeddah, ^ id - j s ,| H . .ledgnmiim which implies that iho hearer is a dcscoildam from 
Mahomet, all the world over there are many thousands tprolmhly a quarter of a million 
at lea.t) who claim such lineage, and the right of using this designation, which confers 
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n0 special right nor distinction, hut merely involves a claim upon other Moslems' regard. 
Man, who claim this illustrious lineage do not habitually—or, indeed, ever call thc'ii- 
sclvjs “ Seyyid." 1 believe both the Kaimakam ol Jeddah and Ins Excellency the \ all 

^ Tcrlmps'thc 1 f“rand Slicredjf thinks that the too-wide distribution of descent from 
the Prophet weakens his authority, or, rather, Ids particular distinction One need not 
nceessnrilv believe that his Highness lias sometimes taken such violent measures us to 
inflict punishment stripes or imprisonment upon some ill-advised Scyyul who has avmved 
himself as such iti the presence of the “ Eiimret. but the incident is remarkable because 
is likely to arouse criticism lliroiighont all Islam, and not only m this neighbourhood 
where it will certainly call forth bitter opposition, though this may only be expressed 
secretly, and might, perhaps, he entirely suppressed by violent measures. 

To those who are not interested in Moslem concerns it would certainly appear not 
merely futile, hut injudicious, to resort to such an extreme proceeding, which amounts to 
persecution, and in a matter which certainly does not call for serious attention, and 
which is htiscd on ancient custom. , 

As to the term •• Seyyid," I may remark that in India it is generally applied to 
Shiah Mussulmans, although among tiie Sunnis it keeps its original restricted meaning. 
In Persia it is much in vogue. In Egypt it is very generally misapplied to any one who 
can vend and write. In Turkey it is rarely met with, whilst in Arabia it is common, and 
ranks little below the dignity attaching to “ Shcreef,” which designation is very common 
the neighbourhood of Mecca. Javanese and Malays are given to adopting the addition 
of “ Seyyid" to their names. , .. , , 

1 Kuret 1 have not been able to procure a copy of the Shereofs Proclamation, but 
hope to he able to no so, and to forward by next post. _ 

1 should also report that the Shcreef has recently been issuing other regulations and 
sumptuary laws, which are well received hv the public, and appear to he suited to tlic 
needs of the district. Some of these ire in encouragement of marriage, limiting the 
amount of dowry or of settlement to he paid by the man contracting matrimony (for 
which Turkish law nllorils a precedent), or restricting wasteful and excessive expenditure 
at weddings, and, ill general, all are intended to inaugurate a reign oi higher 

morality. _, . 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. P. DEVEY. 


No. 29. 

Sir N. O'Conor lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received February 27.) 

My^Lord, Constantinople, February 22, 1809. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of u despatch which 
l have !l\ ivedfrom Lieut.-Colonel Massy, Her Majesty's Acting Consul at hrzeroum, tor 
transmission to the War Cilice, reporting a conversation with Fcrik Mchuiet All I nsliu, 
commanding the 7th Division. 

I have, Sc. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOlt. 


tnclosure in No. 29. 

Lieut..Colonel Massy to Sir .Y. O'Conor. 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Erzeraum, January 21, 1899. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency I lint. in a conversation which I held 
with the Eerik Mchemct Ali Pasha, commanding the 7th Division, head-quarters 
Krzeroitm, a few day’s ago, I gleaned the following information, which may he ot interest 
to the Director of Military Intelligence either as new or us confirmatory of previous 
reports:— 
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It is proposed to raise u force of Kurdish infantry in the Dersim district, the 
conditions of enlistment in which would he similar to those governing the present 
Hamidieh cavalry. Mchmet Ali Pasha is of opinion that this project lias already been 
sanctioned from Constantinople to he begun in the spring.. Some twenty or thirty 
battalions would be raised. These auxiliaries would be organized as a special mountain 
infantry force, trained for guerilla warfare, good shots, who would dispute the passage of 
the difficult mountain t racks of this intricate country. 

This project, should it he carried out, will, doubtless, have disadvantages as well as 
advantages. It may he that these people* when lawfully permitted t«> carry arms may 
do much harm in time of peace, while, in the event of war, it is hardly to the Dersim 
fastnesses that the Russians would at first betake themselves, while, once surrounded 
and cut ofl, these Kurds would probably throw in their lot with the victorious 
Russians. . 

On the other hand. Mehmet Ali Pasha says that, .is a guarantee of their good 
behaviour, and as a civilizing agency, the sons ot the Dersim Chiefs will be sent to 
school at f lovcmment Colleges at Constantinople. Ibis is being done alreadj mi the 
ease of the Hamidieh. several youths having already started for tin* capital, and more 
will follow. . 

This may produce good result' in the ease of the Dersim district, which is now so 
wild and unsubdued that no Government officials can penetrate into it unguarded. I 
shall inform your Excellency as soon a*' these projects tak* more definite shape. 

Mehmet* Ali Pasha t*.ld me that the Hamidieh arc being gradually trained, a certain 
proportion of each regiment being attached to the regular cavalry every year. Next 
spring their training is to lu* more carefully attended to, during which exercises he has 
invited me to accompany him to see their progress. Their instruction is to be very 
elementary: simple movements, with special attention to reconnaissance duties ami good 
shooting. He is hopeful that, by degrees, their behaviour will improve. As 1 am on 
very friendly terms with the General, bis 'tall*. and with the senior officers ol this 
garrison, 1 hope I may be aide to influence their action in suppressing acts of pillage and 
robber\ b\ the Kurds next spring, which have been a scourge to the Christian rural 
population during past years. ... 

During our recent conversation, we again spoke at some length on the subject ol the 
defences of this frontier, lie is fully alive as to the necessity of guarding the roach 
running north and south of I rzeroum in a westerly and south-westerly direction. His 
hope is that England and her friends will guard the Pluck Sea Anatolian coast, which 
would oblige the Russians to move their artillery by roads across the frontier, a . operation 
attended with great difficulty, except by limited lines of udvnncc. These limitations 
would render it possible to concentrate a comparatively large force south of Erzcroum, 
towards Van and Bitlis, to check inc ursions into Mesopotamia, and to meet an enemy 
with some hope of success. If the command of the Pluck Sea were to remain in the 
hands of the Russians, however, the struggle would not he evenly matched. In any 
ease, much depends on the state ->l Turkish preparedness, especially that oftho Hh Army 
Corps ami of the frontier defences, to meet the first advance. At present, much is left to 
be desired with respect to these matters. Such were Mchmet Ali Pasha’s ideas, expressed 
to me with a frankness and an absence of Turkish optimism which showed meat once 
both his genuine desire for our friendship and his thorough appreciation of the difficulties 
which would present themselves in the event of an onslaught by their northern 
enemy. 

i expressed the hope that (ho necessary dispositions might be made while there was 
yet time. I have no hope, however, that matters will improve. Money is scarce, and 
not sufficient to fill the pockets of those whose hands it passes through, as well as to 
supply the many actual wants—heavy guns, ammunition, cavalry and other lmrscs, 
transport, defensive works to bar the principal roads and passes, clothing and equipment 
for the men, Ac.—in fact, those things which distinguish an organized army from a semi- 
armed rabble. In the event ol war, also, I fear that the enemy would he far into this 
country before any mobilization were possible. 

As an instance of defective distribution of the troops of this frontier army corps, I 
would like to call attention to the location of the troops of the 7th Division, which has 
it.' head quarters at Erzcroum, with its 10th Brigade, head-quarters at Erzcroum, posts 
distributed along the Russian frontier, from Baynzid to Uizoh, while the 11th Brigade, 
7th Division, lias its head-quarters at Sivas, duo west of Erzinghinn, the Army Corps head¬ 
quarters, with posts strung out from Kerasund to Trehizoml; so that the 7th Division is 
called upon to guard a front of some 7«»‘» miles, from Baynzid to Kerasund. With the 
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No. 29*. 

Sir .V. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received February 27.) 

(No. 79.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople , February 23, 1899. 

AS instructed in your Lordship's despatch No. 26 of the 1st instant, I took the 
occasion of a visit the Armenian Patriarch paid to moon the 17 th instant to speak to 
him in regard to the reported interference of an Armenian ecclesiastic at Zcitoun with a 
view to the closing of an orphanage there. I told llis Beatitude that this action, 
whether confined t-» Zcitoun or not, had been seized upon by the Turks to close 
other orphanages and t<» state that they had done so at the instance of the Armenian 
ecclesiastical authorities. 

His Beatitude expressed his regret for the precipitate action of the Armenian 
ecclesiastic at Zcitoun, hilt denied any knowledge of similar steps having been 
taken elsewhere. He fully recognized tin; debt of gratitude due to those charitable 
British Societies who had contributed so generously, and all he wanted was that this 
act of generosity should not lie weakened by any attack upon tho religion of his 
compatriots, which was nearly all that now remains to them. 

His Beatitude added that lu* would inquire into tin* matter, and begged leave to 
send me a Memorandum on the subject. 

I have since received the inclosed note from the Patriarch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inelosure in No. 29*. 

The Armenian Pdtriach at Constantinople to Sir .V. O'Conor . 

Constantinople, le () (is) Fc trier, 1899. 

L1C Patriarcat Armcnien s’empresse de porter a la coiinaissuneo vie I'Anibnssude 
d Angleterre, a propos des brails qui coll relit sur les orphelinuts strangers dans les 
provinces de la '1 urquie ; 

Qu’nueunc demarche n est fuito de la part du Patriarcat pies la Sublime Porte, ni 
centre l existmee, ni centre un note qttclcouqiic regardant les dits orphelinuts ; 

Que le Patriarcat a suivi de tout temps avee un sentiment de plcine gratitude les 
seins et les sacrifices que les allies pieuses de f Europe ei de l’Ameriquo out inontrd envoi’s 
les pauvres eprouve's, les veuves et les orphelins Armenians ; 

Que le Putriumit a iimiii bpontumSmont des let ties d introduetion et. do reeomman- 
dation les personnel chargees de I'inspcction des orphelinuts et rangers: 

Que h* Patriarcat eu se basant sur les intentions philunthropiiiues de ces bienfaiteurs 
est rente et res to convuilicu que les seeours do bieiifaisance lie doivont servir ni pour le 
proselvtisuie i.i eon tie l’Eglise Natiomde Armdnieiine: 

Que le Patriarcat a denmnde seulement et il deniaude ton jours que les orphelins 
• lout il est le ♦uteur et qui se trouvent dans les orphelinuts et rangers doivent ohv 
cloves et instruits dans lu religion de lour pero et ne pas etre prives de I'uXCreice 
dii culte de lour religion, et il a domic mix chefs des dioceses des instructions dans 
ce cells ; 

Que ni(5me la reunion des missionnnircs a Constantinople en 1897 a declare oduiettre 
c»*s principes: 

Que nmlgre cotte declaration quehiues inissiomiaircs inspires plutdt du z.Me de 
proHelytismc que dcs sains principcb de rlniinunitc out continue a reluscr any orphelins 
Arm(miens l’insti action et les excrciecs de lour religion et ;» hlesaor les sentiments 
nationaux et religion x des Armeniens; 

Que dans des eiiconstances pareilles le Patriarcat n'a jamais agi ni ordomie agir 
quo dans les corcles des relations directes et purticiilicrcs, et il n’a jamais portd l'alfaiie 
(levant los autoi ites politiques ; 

Que la plainte portde par le Vieaire Dioccsain de Zcitoun contra ia conduitc do 
mission l ill ire do Mnrache a etc un oas isnlo motive par la declaration ecrile dll dil 
missioiinaii'e, do vouloir clever les orphelins Ai'ineliicns dans le culte Protestant, poii* 
la seule raison des soius elargis en lour favour *, 
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defective communications of this country, how can a General effectively command a force 
so distributed - To inspect his 1 Itli Brigade head-quarters would take him a month s 
hard travelling to reach Sivas and back at this season. To visit his advanced posts would 
require soine°threc months at this season. It would he more logical were the 14 th 
Brm'ido head-quarters to he located at Trebizoml, the defence of the coast thence to 
Kerasund being confided to some other unit. 

As I find that the senior military officers converse with me freely on military 
matters, I shall take an opportunity, when better acquainted with them, of criticizing the 
present dispositions in a friendly spirit. 

The General Commanding is quite alive to present imperhctioris with regard to 
many things, and appears to be grateful for opinions expressed in a friendly way. 

1 have to observe care ami tact not to arouse any unfriendly fceliiijg,on the part of 
tie- officials of the Russian Consulate-General, 'flic stall is a large one, including a 
Coinncl who, while sinking his rank (although it is well known to everybody), perforins 
the duties of Military Attache. He disposes of considerable Mims both t<» obtain 
information as well as’to bring certain people under Russian inline- ! am glad to la* 
able to assure your Excellency that ! am on the best of terms with this officer, as weM as 
with the Russian Consul-General, win* is my only Consular colleague in Erzerouni, 
except the Persian Consul-General, since tin- departure on leave d* tin- Preach Consul < 
few weeks ago. he being replaced nmv by his \rmcni:iu Dragoman. 

'Pile position and duties of 101 English Consul are rendered more difficult owing to 
other |\»v.ers being represented in Kurdistan by Consuis-Griierid !*m i'!o>si i rank in 
no wav influences my action, ami, owing to the excellent relations which I huvi been 
able to e-tabjish with both the civil am! military officials <»l this province, 1 have no 
doubt that I shall he itt a position to make my presence be felt for good on occasion 
arising. 

In conclusion, I am glad to he in a position to report to yout Excellency that the 
feud which has existed between the Governor-Genera! and the Genera 1 ' ommatiding 
for the past eighteen months or more, nd s ( , often alluded to by Mr. Graces in writing 
upon the political state of this Consular district, and which w.-r eeoining disastrous in 
its results, has, at length, been brought to an end. These olliri \U . i>- again on friendly 
terms. This is a cause of congratulation, ns both are useful and good men, and the 
departure of either would have been most regrettable. 

A> the reconciliation coincides exactly with Suleiman Pasha’s arrival at the 4th 
A rim Corps head-quarters, after the conversation which I had with him. a> reported in 
my despatch No. 1 of the f»lh instant to your Excellency. 1 am the more pleased, as 1 
cannot help taking some credit fot this happier state of allairs. I have been told, 
moreover, i luit the General received a hint from Emnghinn to nc t Waouf Pasha hi'M-way 
in this matter. Everyone here is the more surprised, as. only . f> ' . « 1;' ago, several 

of the best-informed residents told me that Melimct Ali Pasha imi- implneuhh-, while 
Raoul' Pasha was • *’ a most obstinate nature, so that there was no hope of the breach 
being mended. 

Mr. Graves’ parting words to me were these : If you succeed in bringing 

almnt u reconciliation you will luive made your presence he felt for great good while 
accomplishing a thing which has ha tiled a good many people until now." The difficulty 
lay ill the foot that so many agencies were at work to widen the hrea -li instead ot 
bridging it over—persons ever ready to earry tales of things supposed to he - lid ot these 
two officials disparaging each other. The Russian Consular officials, also, lost no 
opportunity to keen the wound from healing. 

The chief credit is due to Suleiman Pasha, nephew to Zekki Paslm, •« long-headed 
fellow, who, to a great personal regard for Raouf Pasha, unite a love for this country 
and England and a hitter hatred towards Russia lie understood, there!ore. the 
meaning of the motto “ ITJnion fait In Force.” 

I have, & c . 

(Signed) P. II. 11. MASSY, 

Her Jiritnnnic Majesty's Acting Consul. 


[1*23] 
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No. 30. 

' onsiil-Ci nerdl Wood to the Marques# of Salisbury.—(Received March 3.) 

(Xo. 1.) 

M\ laird. Tabrecz, hebruafu 10, 1800. 

I HAVE (lie'"Hour to forward, tor your Lordship’s information, the copy of u 
despatch I have (hi* day addressed Her Majesty’s Minister .it Tehran, on the subject ot 
the proceeding- of the latest Russian religious Mission to the Nestorians in the -oiith- 
vvestern district' of this province. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


Inclosuro in No. 30. 

Consul-General Wood io Sir M. Durand. 

(No. I.) 

Sir, Tabrecz, February 10. 1800. 

1*111 VAT!! reports from Uruniiah slum t!»:t r the new Uussinn Mission to the 
No>|iniati . in irrying • *nt it ideas or work inn" • Um <o people, has boon lately giving 
some cause of complaint to the various loivi;:u Mi--ions so loin: established in the 
south-west distri* l> of Azerbaijani!, owin to it> iy of interfering and dealing with 
their several followings; and I think I cannot do ’ Mer than give your Excellency a 
general view of what is taking place in those part* 

I'm .-.me time after the arrival here of tli pr. nt Ru-sian .Mission the absorption 
ot N’estorian» into the Orthodox fold was carrh-d •• •ncwl at prtltlcntly and peaceably, 
owing, perhaps, to Inter instructions given to it aft< < th.- , \perieticc of the liiauuer of the 
rush made for the Nestorians by t lie prcvjon- M : ••'..and the conseipient state of 
anxiety, if not general religious ahum, raised by it >• lion.. Hut, from what I am able 
('• gather, t!»e Uu—iun Mission now take ndvani tin po.vrs behind it. not only to 

oblige N \ storians, who have once given in lino . .-m-. its touchin;;-. to remain 

steadia t. but to intervene frequently in inlet< -I' . tie . even to the distress and at 

the ro>t of the personal liberty of the people 

During my stay in I’rumiah an omi-i. • 1 • •»* which, at my suggestion, the 

present Chief of the Russian Mission, the Monk I**ij»iln!. , being que-lioued as to the 
ittitudr he would adopt in the event of an. • " > "1 the Presbyterians, who had 

formally aceepted the tliee** Russian lend i , or desiring to return to Id-, former 
belief, frankly -luted at the time that no »d.jt • ■: ••old be offered to their doing so. 

-living, “ A-they eame toluutnrily, .-o c.r 1 

Now the opp.i'ite view is held, am!, •; 1 -ry rigorously maintained, whilst, 

at the ame tine*, unfortunately, a pcrsi.-i : ’ of adherence •> no longer 

repaired by the Russian missionaries from .inverts; and ..ainc.- in -jIk- i in 

it- Rogi.-tei- by any one NV-toriun. ol l‘i. o iv. . often, of course. . »J i.-t the 

will or lie-in "t ilie people thcmsclvo. at. 

\- the ir*•• oii'ideicd to be as tigb’b. ■ the now creed • ; h -y hnd 

per-onally -igmd. a great dea* of i'l-feclin; »’"''it. and general iii . ontegt. as 

well a* eoufu-iou. arises. 

In some case- the Uuviaii piiosts a • dually paraded th ■ ;r.‘ , in 

certain village-, arm.-.l with thick sticks . 1 . r ' of their couvei'-, |., • '.,. j , , 

them, or calling upon !»•• champion- I the \i *’ shyteriun per- ».* ••• i : one 

lorwiii•! in.I • elusion- in fuvout ‘ ■ . religious view- or ren sal 

mastery. 

We hav. had much of a disquieting naiM- . ompliiu ot in the districts of 
t’nui.inh r.t.d abn . occurring between t' ! • 1 - ties and the Christian -uhjeets 

•if the 8! ali, hut now that it In, .Milling -pi- '. - itsumd hy tin* recall of .-Ifeto 

or-siuguinary oHii-ia!-. wjionii * tr uib!. • mu _• ••rivi* and di .lur' iiims. likely, 

•vesstualiv, to put i’:e .Mu— n- asm ■' • ■ . ... •••_. men at h'ggc:. ead are 

susettuted hy the Orthodox preachers of ThiUtina • i ill and charity. 
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Tlie Archbishop of Canterbury’s Mission to the Nestorians seems alone to have 
escaped [coming into collision with the Russians. 

This is readily explained by the fact that they make no attempt to proselytize, and 
carry on, unostentatiously, their duty, which is simply to strengthen and confirm the 
old Syrians in the learning and teachings of their ancient faith, hut the Presbyterians 
ami Roman Catholic Missions arc annoyed and hurt by the actions of their Russian 
colleagues in religious matters. It is, of course, painful to them, personally, as well as 
to their national ami religious feelings, to he spectators of desertions from their different, 
folds, and see illegitimate pressure placed upon their late disciples to hold them to their 
new religions allegiance, when these slum the slightest sign of icpeuting them of their 
present state, or of a disposition to return to their former beliefs. 

As 1 have already stated in thy previous despatches on the progress of the Russian 
Mission in these parts,* the chief attraction for the Nestorians lay in the promises made 
hy the Russians of the protection which would he extended hy the Czar's Government 
to all who should enter the Orthodox Communion. 

On the return to Russia of the first Mission,f great numbers of those who had 
accepted its teachings fell hack into their late beliefs, and, hut a few of these rejoined 
the fresh Mission on its appearance, although numbers ol new converts did so. Such 
sinning, repentings, ami lmckslidings, on the part of the Nestorians, were evidently much 
felt hy the new Mission; now, therefore, stricter measures arc being taken to prevent 
relapses, and aid. even, according to the information which reaches me, is sought from 
the local authorities to •support and strengthen its hold upon lukewarm, uncertain, or 
recalcitrant members, through lines, menaces, or even deprivation of their personal 
freedom for short intervals. 

Such proceeding- would appear, at fir -1 sight, beyond credence; but when it is 
considered that strong Finnans have been btained from the Central Government 
through Russian diplomacy, and these Charter- are said to have been augmented and 
extended through the efforts of the Russian Consulate-General in Tabrecz, to whom our 
present Governor-General cannot refuse anything, hy which the Russian Mission is 
granted all power in regard to their religious attributions and actions, even in respect to 
their adherents, it will no longer he a mutter of surprise to liml the authorities in Uruniiah 
doing their host to follow instructions and to content them at any cost of right or equity, 
or of their own dignity. 

The Russian border is close lo us, ami, in Azerbaijani!, at least, the ways of Russian 
diplomacy are somewhat brutal. The word kasuk " is generally heard when mutters 
come to a certain pas- l>. tween the authorities and their neighbours, and lias a wonder* 
fully softening effect upon the former, especially a. tin- native official- and functionaries 
are fully awake to the fact that they haw lost the re-pi et, and even the fear, of the 
population, which woulu be only too glad to welcome any change of system and Govern¬ 
ment on the slightest assurances of it- religious belief, institutions, ami teachings being 
respected. 

The altitude ol the Ru-.-ian Mi—ion toward-‘.he other olticiai representatives, if I 
may- • put it, of Christianity i- much to be deplored, as it cannot fail to add to the 
•pint of intrigue am! mutual bickering-, >o ingrained in the populations of this country, 
and entuinly tend- to low. , ill respect for Christians in the minds ol the .Mussulmv 
population, and may eventually load to general contusion and disturbances. 

To lay lay mind, the anxiety displayed hy the various foreign religious Mission* 
ilieir endeavour.- to attract the native Clni-tiun populations to tl.eii several way.- .u' 
religious thought i- a matter of continual wonder, inn-much as, during the years in which 
the variou- Mb-ions have been e-tahlished in this part of Persia, and have used much 
energy and enormous iumis ia their labour- and efforts among the Nc.-toriun population, 
they can lmrdly have failed to pcreciw the utter unrcliublcne.-s, and even genet a i 
perversity, of the material upon which they work. If they have not done so (and this 
seems to me to he hard to believe), the way in which they have been abandoned by their 
best followers on tl* -lender promt-e* made to them of material hem-lit by the Russians 
must lave opened their eyes. Tjic Russian Mi-ion has evidently come to stay. It- 
progress and the manner in which it is now -aid to bo carrying on its duties show.- that 
it intends, in time, to supplant most, if not all, other religions influences in North- 
Western Persia. 

How tar our Anglican missionaries can carry on their work be.-id the new iulluemv, 

• See Cou»nl*(.i. i;» rai Wood', N© . id .turn- au.t \«. :: ol Julv I, t-j.\ -i.‘ ti. W, 
t See ConoiMi. rrn! \V....d\ No. 3 of O. |..|., r IS, 1 MIS l . i,.' W. 
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or combine with it. I cannot say, for, have $cady «P 'ZriSSm 

versed in matter, ecclesiastical .n.Wge ;b..t I am n .l.gc1i to 4g« £,£■""P,,.; 
that all the foreign ,,,1-Mo.mrics av.il, m time, tore to 1, m o « m dabh. utu e 

t ao^,v. al i^-‘^cn.,.v- r e‘tnae. 

'“'’O' 1 "' I have, Stc. 

(Signed) CECII. G. WOOD. 



l '"‘ l Ti’ol('l"his'neatit!itlt that I ."lilt! not undcrlukc in give him »»>' "dvico.p^nu 
nil the Milm-ct. At the snot time, it he ivi-dn-d to ktio« whetlici I i otiMih ta il ail 
»|l|.e:ii to the Bowers Would he successful to the sells, ol Iretll _i-cltn-M-llt.lt 101»~ a ill}! 

„ . U , at this moment to the Sultan in res|ieet to the execution ol tin tummt "> 
-Vi nteuitt, I mu,I Ira ill. In oil him that I -liO not think Dihce questions of 

ituhortanee litul riris.mil were pressing n|«'H the attention of the owci-s. an i I tin 

believe tm appeal Mieh a, his Belli it title litul suggested would lead to any In.Ilcuil 

’’'piJhVts ueiv.' l said, being made, ami would continue to la- matte, hy Her Majesty’s 
Cover,.me,it It- alleviate tin sufferings ol til- ArmcniiUW ail, lo pivems; redress of 

...rein! •rievn - which were brought to then- notice hy Her Majesty s C oiisiilai 

Anents in the provinces. hut lieyoml this 1 said I did not sec what action coni,I he 

tukciint tin* mvsent moment. , , . . «,• 

After I had given my opinion in the almve sense, it seemed to me tlu Ins 

Hint lit mle was -.icwltat relievtttl in mind, as he immediately pro,.tied to say lli.it on 

the Whole there was a sensilile improvement in the situation, no doubt, it was not very 
great, hut still it was apparent, anti it encouraged the hope of further improvement in 
till* fllimv. 


Brfotv Icavinu the Kmlmssv, his Hcatituih* called on Mr. Mock,juid, alter much 
beating iilmul tin- hush, admitted that he had heel, assured hy Art,,, I’nslm, ITndcr- 
Seeivtarv for foreign Allairs, that Her Majesty’s (it,verm,leal would again take up 
the Armenian reforms question if he moved in the matter. \eti»g mi this advice lie 
had drawn up a I’ctitioii which he leal with him, tint upon hearing what I had said, he 
had not thought advisable to present it 

It is dillienlt to explain the motives that prompted Arhn I aslia to give tins 


S,, t'on.ul-c.-iur.il Woe,! - . S- 3-fOtloWt Is, Isas (Part ?).—C. U. W. 


advice, but probably it was connected with some Palace intrigue. Anyhow tile 
Patriarch seemed only too glad to have an excuse to escape from a position which 
would have compromised him with the Sultan, with whom lie is generally supposed to 
lie anxious to keep on friendly terms. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. II O'CONOII. 


No. 311. 

Sir .V. O'Conor to the Maryuess of Salisbury .— (Hecrimt March 0.) 

(No. Mi.) 

My Lord, Constantinople t February 27, 1399. 

I IIAVI! the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch limn Her Majesty's 
Consul lit Tri-hi/ond, forwarding a despatch from the British Consul.., Agent'at 
Samsoun reporting tin- intrusion ,,l three Armenians into the prim-ipul mosque in that 
town while service was being held. 

Any serious consequences which might have resulted from this rash act wore 
averted hv the good sense of certain Government employes ami jmliee agents, who 
screened the men from the public view until the congregation had dispersed"! 

Your Lordship will see, from the last paragraph of the Consular Agent's despatch, 
that the Covcrnui of the Sandjal, of Samsoun is ol opinion, ami Mr. Coi-lanza thinks 

not without ground, that the three Armenians were acting under tin.. of the 

Secret ({evolutionary Committee, whose eriminal action, should it, he so, ennimt l»- too 
strongly reprobated, 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. li. O’CONOR. 


lnelosure 1 in No. 32, 

Consul Lon'jirorth to Sir A\ O'Conor. 

(No. 5.) 

Eir- Trehiznntl, February 14, 1339. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a despatch from the British 
Consular Age-lit at Samsoun reporting the rather imprudent, if not suspicious, 
intrusion of three Armenians into a mosque there during the evening hour of Itama/.an 
worship. 

1 have, Vc. 

(Signed) U. Z. LONGWOKTU. 


lnelosure 2 in No. 32. 

Mr. Cortnnze to Consul l.anyirorth. 

M. h Consul, Samsoun, te 10 X-Vt-r/t-r, 1399. 

.1 At I Immicur dc porter a votre comtaissauco que Dimanclie, le 5 couraat dans la 
p*lts < traoiqt'ms l>mlUl1 U " fait fort = ravo ’ ,lollt 1*» eonsdquenees aumiont pu f-tre ,|,-s 
Trois Arrnfmiens, !es Itommes I Mn.npre, flgd de 18 tins; Kevork, Age , 1 , 

X )iUKi tons les trois natifs de Teharshamlsi, s,- soot reudits a la 

prmetpah-mosqude do ttotre vtlle, pondant la priire. II v avail en mom-nt ', la 
musqtldc environ 1,100 personm-s. V„ I'atlluem-e considerable des lldf-les, il' „u 

^mVdcto*il"“ ,Ur ' U ' 1,1 ... " s P* *'- ■» <!•< -«.'-Mlu 

, irl , ;‘ l "l’ , °- v f; (, V kon “ k remurqua que cos trois personnes, an lieu de fair,- I,-, 
-v" '•Te 1 ' 1 tomuent dcltont £n» mot dire, dummy il £ 

ilM"f "" 1 L " ln 1 llN A "* 8lt4t “ temiant compte ill, dang,a- que ces 
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trois ietines gens coumient >!»• des eonsdqucnccs quo etda pouvait avoir, il lit sign® a 
un tie ,• lileauos ilo Imranu, 1c mil au eouranl, nppoUuit a unznptte cl mi agent do 
police. I.ui V treuvuicnt tout pri*. „t ecs ipialvo lmmmos mtoll.^-n « entoutfrcnt cos 

trois ieunes .ts.de faqou » Ies masquer i. In vue lies mures tuleles. Aussitdt la 

oV-n'miii, termit.de, ils ies (trait sortir, lex ..npagnf'rent quclniies pas, )usqnune 

pelite mcll •• vnisitimilu, Ies retinrent ,pulques minutes pout! donnev !<• temps aux 
Musulinmis don-tlispei'ser et enstiili - .■dimiilnnnercnt. 

I . M„|, -.aril' flit inform.'' dn fail da ;> la .1 ; il ill ulna imineiliat.imen I ordro 

deles .rn'ie, nui Hit fail Tjiiiuli iiprcs midi. A 10 liourcs du smr le Mutessant 

v „ |1 j u , ; .. r■ ees jelll.es yells. II '••• ‘d l • dlir dans soil cabinet, et, dcVIIUt liollX 

nnt'dite- I riednii'l.s do notre villi , pi '■ I'illlOnoyitoilO. Les t.reis jcllllcs gens 

.. •, element ill l.ll'llll' el.. et 'll Uiei.aWS HI piU'lVs ... pi.l'e.tl IIIITC 

, •viar.ii. Its rdlirnt. r. it ., .''ire .•tur.-s a la moM|U<V quo jnr euriosiU* 

,|. Ini* de se .' .le la een’nii*uie. I.e .Mutesstn ii leur ilemauila 

• ‘. I.-., ii I fair. Mosi.lmmis; d- ,'p. .l.diflll qlle unn. qillls dm,ait 
I ., I'.,i . I :• leur nut ion. e It, ,1. i aiere rep,,use, ils r iir. .! reenn.luits 

t encore, attel | ■ nr lottr oas. 

, a I unit matin. • at, - I, ;>nVtn<tioiis ju’tivaiei I p.-is.- to 

ee.te ilfait. ’ ' 1 t Is. M.iltli soil', enllHlle , le fais 

. . ,’dis III ko.iak as. a oil,' a.linin' tlouverueiir, n, , lequel 

. f( . ( , , inri.ii,' i*..1 * imiealcs \ .1 ui'-ws.'irir m’a mis uu eoumnt dr touta 

i , vii.ul d- tii ».:is -It ; •' illf, rmigitnnt encore »pie 1* i! r :ii:v on 

j;, . -ui-’si- :t\i.if ;«** i‘ f ttit<i*t|\i- > -n >«*•». |l me itil ciiMiitc • | i• >t un 

j, ' ‘.»i.l*,u<. tj.'V .t .. ' ,1 -rt’twrc-.N Iniisji-,; . gens, 

, 1 I tult i.w .‘1 It'iir il' ••< 'i. lit .-It* i»railllhlcm. nl o - mvs 

Sl| ,. , lll , ’ >•. Msni< ut t*|i- .nmi> par i* • il:• * 1 <[ ''' «'tai<*n• i- grumb najoritu 


*)*•» K t i!t*s |tjui . nt la p .rti I-- Im ])o|Milatl«)M In jtlus fnimti»|i'r Mais, 

-I nil Wn.i . It e-> tmis jeuiu's gen-*. • • mal, 

:tl>|t l.’jtv -mail ' !i 1 .iu-tf punitiou tit* leur '• lie, mais 

... * , H :t ' . . .'It' l .Hi. -I*: *..i:.ith ' • *• * ■Tiieur, > I. jif-i.i . '..lit.-, 

- t it ■ |,11■ M.i- . 1 . ivi-«* par pri’ini-r -••»».. M-niit- 

t (..,:■■! ', till.- i u.i. -it '.1.1111 linl^rif .jut-I’aufoiit-'ii’atimil 

..u' I ' Mutt—arii •-< • • r ' ’• ■ "•»»*• m •!«• >•« ' !• .n* 

unit <|u«* Its tk'UX smtrts I’ux. I.t |)lu ".I infills infniixni'iits. <|ui liu jKimit 
J • t, .nil Jtrirfnil. ni • 1 . rinj^rtanw « 1 » I'avt* |)i*ils t-um- 


mdtui* »*1 ’“us lt!S 'lan^as .-ju’ils t 
rtMson, t|i.. pur owhv 'lu Cmnit/* * 

I’.’it .!*■••« rt* •iinpIf’M j-i-ip 
r ."s‘llt.11 lit !•' MM*It 

Vrii,.,, f t- » latim f>* ra*, il v aumi? 

, 

(pn jti.uvait •« pr.itluir- a fi't figttl*)!. 


w| |i-iloiir, avt’c ajt|»:m:aifi! tit? 
.! it in,main* «|U*il a a^i. 

' - ••• .iiv.'tjn«;i,f. far ■ i -h i:st 

,i ji'Miivc If if Veil Jc< Comilt'S 

t t■ a ' ’ It s fVt'iu’manU j»lu*> graves 
' i "i inml If *..ul nouvtau lait 

Vfiiillez, &c. 

Siguif) II. DE COin ANZK. 


. ii rtl Marc/i •>.) 


Vi v (’oiialfiiiliiwplr, Frhruuiy 27. ISIH), 

* •* ;’ . |j. ti - > tv.'if 'i i-ojiv .jf a iltsjuitrli l’r»»m llfp M:*:tsty*s 

,‘ ’ ; ••;, -f1: . .. fl.it-'. - aistrifl during 'In* past 

* M '\Li\ t.'ii 'I'-Ofi.t ifj'))—. lii.i -1 • - ’ iH'.la Mfuritv Uas l)4?on . ami 

, ,, ; •i.l.'i 'i"i‘ ili. .r-vjits- .Icplumblt* owing tu iltt* ducal 

.\ ti a. ’ ta . Uj«t 'a!v ?r» i iv > i: •» :• v. ry irom lin* trisi.s of lh‘,10. 

* ’ I have, &c. 

(Si-ned) N. U. O'COtN’OU. 
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In closure in No. 33. 

Consul l.nin/uortli I" >'ir .V. ()' Conor. 

( ’^ Trehiioml, mfunry 18, !<!)!(. 

nil imli.ieal -itutttioii liaeiiis; assit..i>d nl late a more normal aspect. I uuntil 
venture to resume tier, tin- disen,dinned id,' of Annual Repurta furnished for tliu 

'" " '.Iv uloeivaliims shall, as in the past, lie I,used on a diary of events kei.t at this 
Const,late ami on other reliable sources ,f n.rormatinu, Indl, nlheial mil prnate. 

W ill, ,, view of eomhiniui,' emieiseness wit i uaiess, Inels alreauv r■ ed - ''I"' 11 

alluded to Will he uumh, red, and the despatehia. eonttunins Ufa mrofmnt. wi(l ho 

indexed for the cniiveiiienee of reforetiee. 

In reviewim; the notiml st.itu- "I the > tlii.v he llir.ms, t,led year- ol ' 

well lie left a blank, i'rnm the ."a'innim; of 1MM) to the aidiinin „l I 
•ui’irovemeiits were pereeptilite in almost all lirauelie - of the Administration (1). 11 was 

vssmarked mil steady, which Mel d n, ,spi-e not only .mtilhlene, it the tune, 
l M1 , , ,r ||,e future, and wliieli. iunl i; he,a nuunlanieit, wdulil '«• now have rat-eil 

the eoiimrv to a state of exceptional prosiH rils. . 

n.wcver, tJctolm IStU (2), follnwixl liv events of 
equal ,-iasdr in .Un r pa,t. „f A-,.,liv ’ . .li'viaid.'ed -l„ <! and 

imp,,ve,isl.e,1 'he people, HlUS "I'aleve. a .. hail lake,, pla.s . . a- •«»!'„*„t 

abrupt , 1 , 1 , and e,,i.sequcutl,v at, I, 1 .lliadto he ntad- under eiivnnistmiees 

"."ijiju.Mt»M> 1(| . , I, isilde almost immediaf l.v after lie 

introiiuetion of "lh, r, forin •eluute. Adv.iu. ' J' l''' ,: 

lie province attain, il in IsIJs a -tale of ansuipa ,.,a1 tranquillih and onlci It iv:„ a 

strikii.nl. imeve.nlful ■ • :n . UttU.. ’ ■ |, V.itrli the iiul.hc miuil. '■ .rraate llw 

M,, i,t. ikiriuth 'i I,ristian-. It f air , u i „ier,"inliarr.sseil tl„.ui;h I e v wee- 

os tie ,I,Mi'll. „f mo, ■ y. t„„k a and ", " i.rse; .. aei'vilv in e-m. 

inereiai and in.ln-te.:st j ursuit. ■ .-IH ..le ■ 1.|>1« f«.. "> ", ' “'"I' 

into which ih,;. had I,. pluaipd l.y ,l„ A, email tn-nhles and the Glee.,-Turkish 

Vicwe' from a , iier.il -i.outpoint, it., - 'Unlr. lias cine out ot the lid,, "rtsis less 
scathed than wtw to tie.cxpoctcd. Vllliav h tiiteredsr.atly, th d-ahnm 

,s nnieii he Christians. I win ip.ii« ' „iy more' Witness their learlul loss d 

life t‘ii• i,. sickness in Tl.essal. (d), their ..is expulsion Irom I rote, and their 

p.o, ,'iv-sirick.,,,| hollies aix.und. Coiupme • a. , disheartening issues of i ;.r< 

camp.,e-, with il„ non. rou» ei.nl .is a ’ t , '.lie Arnn oimis. amount 

irehizond alone.arl.v 7,"" (,l)i ’■ ‘ed thriving .. ■ ";• !»••• 

seeiiteil, anil the lute very elfeelive prnteelioi ‘Xtended to the Greeks liv the thati-li. 
Kisueh. me! Russian (ioveranuads rhe aie.t r losers are olivinusly me lurk- 

AVill the. Ink, tlie lesson to heart i- tin- quest;.,,. :■ It may alums, lienusn . in the 
affirmative, r,,r , „my of I hem are lieoiunine to regard their misfortunes i> the pnnisli- 
ment of I’rovidcneo’for tiie iniioeent blood they hail spilt. 

'file area of the vilayet is aiven herewith nmexisl in lalile I. It lias .'eeeiitlj 
bit'll enlai-oed ty the tr.iusl'cr ,,f the Kerik Cant >n to Die Ixerassom! distnet. I lie 
tract is n lUiitai’iiotls and arid, and its icquisi'ion. therefore, is nl small value to tins 
ik’ii.selv-iMJOnloil in'oviuw\ wIicti* con-siunjiti'iii ' -iniji «*M-cc<ls imxliuMiou >.\ ,r 
7.oi•<(,(»u) busiifls, Tivmhi'.; indfcl thou.cli llw -mmtrv lif wit!) ItiNonous Vfu' tutn>u, 
its imUli- limits arc saill\ iiiMiinciont, h> mud. so Dial brtiatlslulTs l.av< importoil 
it cost if some 000,000/. n-v- ar. 

Ti l.lf ! I .ivi* tli. j npuhitioii .• ■ D- • '*v the autlmnn*-,. Lt 

mainlv of four ethical groups: Uu Lnz, tin* - the (iiwk, ami the Armfiuan, 
f Kunl t Tartars, V* rm\ 

Linguistically aiurl, tli. iliali-fN or the - . ricf- '•re mudi Icicimm by i frn* 

.ulimxturc «»i wmil-idl-.-i-*, il-fi'. ’ cl.. ,v • it »i«)t fur tb- "clioub, won <1 m 
time, mow? or les* remote,-haw .imply > , -nii< il -ito u dwtinct l • al jargon. f J ht? 

inhabitants tuv, on tli- whole, a bcalD.y, -Dve, i.-l quick-xvittc 1 people, llicv 
po.ssfsji, moreover, alJ the acuuibiiivcness »f tin Semitic race, which in it-^cli is enough 
to explain the fact of tlierc being v>> *i. 1..— - ' this portion ol the Lmpire. In 
umuuers ami customs they are fust adopting tb- Kuropenn code of lilc, logellier with 
tue costumes of the West, made up mostly of cheap and shoddy materials. Home* 
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spun cloths and nativt-mado wants arc enns.^ucnily from year to jaw ' l 

loroica uouds of inferior iinalily, nrisou-taaih- or nol, are rapidly Mipei.-odm 0 tli m, 
so much so that local artificers and artisans weavers, tanners, joiners, rounders, ami 
others, can with difficulty now gain a competency. . 

Some details >>r the schools are furnished in Table III. An impetus has id late 

years ... -iven to higher education, which is not the one likely to pror e ol great 

■pul,lie henetit. The sooner it Incomes, therefore, moiv leelinu-al and less htcrarj the 
hotter The country is in fact beginning l" have, as in Greece, too many pedagogues 
and denia-ociics. What she roipiires are useful members of the community; men who 
are pmetieal, iiilelligoiit, and unpretentious, and who, with only I lie rudiments „f 
learnimr. would till the soil and develop her industries, llie increased number of 
schools for Moslem girls niv noticeable li Is to he hoped that their young minds arc 
Pel,,., instilled with such tolerant and enlightened ideas as would enable them in 

womanhood to give their children the soundest of material advice. 

The moral'and material welfsn.. the penile in Turkey is verymuch dependent 

on I lu- ehoiee of Government officials, ‘file tali, Gadri lley, is happily the right man 
l„ ,.|„ht pluee rlear-headed and kind-hearted, just and linn, he emit nines to lie 
Iv like) and feared. I Hiring hi- now more than -is years (eninv »r office, there 

p.,. I,;,,., p„| . him, a big blot, on his record. It is his having been tumble, or 

uouilli, incvcul li e Iimssacie Xot so llis sub,u-iiuule lliimdi llcy H Sums,.on 

an .•ipiallv efficient Governor, who. in lliose troubled limes, llireatened to slio.,1 with 

. u „ lumil auv one distiirhing the pe.aee, were he even hanged r u It.. 

\ f,,w i: irliimlars of the more import-nil luneliiumries are given u lalde I'. 
Tlio e in minor positions may he described as needlessly mimeinus and ininrly paid, 
who when once hahitualed to routine work, do fairly well if no temptations he in 
l|„.p. u . n They are aliunsl exclusively Turks, mill indolence is their besetting 
characteristic Some of them however, those witlnuil patronage, are not altogether 

delieieut in uualities which muke ..I Milmrdiimles, and would douhlless lie nearer tile 

,„ :i rk of perfect inn were liter all placed iindei lit.mlrol and guidance ol aelive, 

honest, and resolute men. flic Christian officials, on the other linnd. are more diligent, 
if more scrupulous. H is instructive to observe how they are becoming daily less 
cringing towards the Mussulmans, ir not less bumptious Inwards llieir coreligionists. 
Tilt V inav be thus unconsciously |no|mnnir tlie* way lor men ol a superior type, who, 
on terms „l equality with the Turks, would gladly enough perhaps enter the service 
III' the Stale ill all its branches. The present adjuvants of the Governors have not as 
vet distinguished themselves, nor have they gained hitherto much esteem. It is partly 
their own fault that they an set at nought. Wluit else, for instance, could the one 
ex pect who was caught hy mu hobnobbing with the s of an Imperial 

Commissioner r None of these, moreover, -com t-. possess intellectual powers of a 
\er\ !iiL'1 1 order. II' they il<». the;, must indeed In? nu n of great |»iil>lie* spirit to 
|,id)- them so thoroughly as to raise no jealousy prejudicial t“ a good *'tul orderly 
Government. . 

fiscal matters eink'umsxed the authorities as much m 1W as they did m l»i>7 
((*,). The principal items of the Budget are given in lahle \. I he totals represent 
in round figures U 'f. ddh.OUl) as income, against C T. 1,00(1 as expenditure. By 
adding to the above nothing more than those ol tin- Custom-houses, C I- Bit,000 
a- .ilM UT. 12,000 and the I'uldie Debt 0{l\ces C T. KM,GOO against CT. 21,000, we 
arrive at the. conclusion that no less than C T. If11,000, out ol C 1. ojl,000 paid by 
the people, leave the vilayet annually. The economic condition of the province is 
deplorable’so long as the principle of‘enriching the State hy enriching the people is 
ignored in practice, if not in theory. Under existing circumstances, » great number 
of \ illa-ers nr.* unable to meet their taxes. Arrears, it is true, have been and are 
being collected, hut with often undue severity, and, as in the Ordou stih-dislrict with 
even eruclty. There would certainly he fewer abuses were Shakir Bashn’s scheme (7) 
of converting the tithes into fixed taxes, to he adopted as lar a> practicable. More¬ 
over, as a stinted Administration cannot hut breed corrupt ion, the authorities should 
be pestered as little ns possible hv the Balaec for money. 01 all the evils attending 
the r< titmli/ntioii of power at Yildiz, this incessant demand for remittances is perhaps 
tin- \.i , It simply leaves the nilicials, the gcmhrrmcs, and the soldiers without their 
pav That under tin circumstances, brie ry, peculation, and extortion are not in 
inon prominent evidence is to tin- an astonishment. 

The slat.- of public security re extremely satisfactory. In all the districts, 
tlmitgl. |.ss in that "I Ordou, ' ‘y to lif. a<5 property ■ xisted fully and loan extent 
quite in.precedential, " hat was reported in 1^07 ('. holds good for 1^08, with one 
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additional fact, namely, if there were any acts of robbery, burglary, &c„ there were 
n„ cases of murder within, at least, the Trchi/.ond Sandjak. I'or the peace and order 


so well 'maintained, no little praise is due to the (i:l policemen (1 Greeks aud 3 Arme¬ 
nian'* and the 1.2O0 gendarmes (15 Christians) of the vilayet. The more active aud 
vigilant among them were duly rewarded, twenty by promotion and four by good- 

conduct medals. 

The prisoners in tins town at the close ol the year numbered 211 .Moslems ami 
IS Christians. Tim convictions during the twelve months, which were mostly for 
old olleitee*., numbered 15 to one year, (ill from one to five years, 5 from live to ten 
years, and 30 from ten to fifteen years’ imprisonment. 

The ad,Ministration of justice was not altogether without Idemisli,except, perhaps, 
in «>mvc criminal cases. It would, doubtless, display fewer defects were it placed 
nude:- tin- control of the Governor-t ioneral. flic Commercial Court showed partiality, 
in even the suits of British subjects. An endeavour was made iu oin- ease (i)) to annul 
its own decision, and in another (to) to execute a judgment while in appeal at Con¬ 
stantinople, procedures which necessitated this Consulate to seek and find remedies, 
unusual hut oUcctive. As for the Civil Courl, it latterly struck work for a whole 
month! It was a scandal! ’flic Cadi llisun BlVcndi, a Balace spy, us<-d gross and 
insultimr language to its members, and they taking olTence resigned to a man. 
Nothin*; short of” his removal from Trebizond would satisfy them, and therefore lie 
was at last not dismissed hut iraudeia. il to Kastamouni. 

Apologizing, in eonelusion, lor the length of this Report, • would add that, 
politically, the pmxincrwas quiet l«. a degree unknown for years. The Armenians 
were left* unmolested, the Young Turkey party showed no signs of existence, aud the 
Mahommcdaiis Mibdued, apparently hy vague fern’s.displayed towards the Christians a 
much more tolerant aud conciliator) spirit. 

I have, &©. 

(Signed) II. / LONG-WORTH. 


Rkfkui-:n< t. to previous Reports. 


•*. IH‘»: Aimi-niuti relief wmk. 

t. I Hits I’rolcction • \ictnlcrt !•» tirvek*. 
T. 18!'7 Kcuiiutnii' »tutu* -.1 lhe vilayet. 
11. hnkir t'lidm's tithe Kchuiiu'. 


October J.‘l, ' 

.March twits 

April lit, ., 


Mat" of public wearily. 
The Arubtuim cu»c. 

The Pismi caw. 
































Table (III).— Schools of the Treliizonil Province in ls:i- 
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No. 31. 

Sir O'Conor to tin Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received March 6.) 


M Constantinople, February 28, 1800. 

' IN continuation of my despatch No. 70 of the 23rd instant, and in reply to your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 12 of tho 18th instant, respecting the (dosing of the Armenian 
orphanages, I have the honour to report as follows:— 

1 am not sure whether the orphanage at Zeitun is still open, hut I am informed 
that those at Pnlht and Chink ush have been closed, and that the orphans in the 
similar establishment at Dinrbekir have been sent out to privat houses, where they 
are supported by the missionary funds. 

1 did not fail to make earnest representations to the Turkish Government to 
dissuade them from persisting in this eourse. I pointed out the humanitarian and 
non-political character of the motive-, that had inspired charitable persons in Knglniid 
ami the United States to found and support those establishments; that th* orphans 
were taken from the poorest clashes of the population who had m private means of 
subsistence, still less ofodueation ; that the orphans were for the must part without 
parents or friends to look after them; and that it would he a erucl and inhuman act 
to close the orphanages when neither the Imperial Government nor the Armenian 
Patriarch were able to make other and suitable provision for the care and education of 


the orphans. .. 

I denied that the orphanages were, as a rule, used as a means of proselytizing, or 
that the missionaries prevented the children receiving instruction in their own 
religion, and I warned the Minister of the misery and of the liad cITcet which would 
he caused l>\ such arbitrary and unjustillahle proceeding. 

Tewfik Pasha replied/without contesting the statements made, that the Turkish 
Government had been asked by the Armenian Patriarch (Mgr. Ormanian) to close the 
orphanages, and that the action* of the authorities had been iakcu at the instigation of 
llis beatitude, lie further said that lie would send me a copy of a letter Irom the 
Patriarch to tho Grand Vizier to this licet. I have not yet received this document, 
so that this point is not yet clear, hut l may remind your Lordship that the Patriarch 
denied hoih verbally and in his letter inclosed in my despatch above mentioned that lie 
had taken any action of the kind described. It may possibly he that, there is some 
confusion between the Gregorian and the Catholic Patriarch, for then* is reason to 
believe that the latter views with eonsiderablc mistrust the establishing of these 
orphanages, which he fears may eventually withdraw many .»f his fold from his 


care. 

Tito J’allu and Dinrbekir orphanages are, l understand, conducted, in part at all 
events, by German missionaries. I have, therefore, endeavoured to interest the 
Gorman Ambassador in the subject, and i understand that he lire made inquiries at 
the Porte, and that tho German Pastor has been sent to Armenia to report oil the 
condition of tin* various orphanages. 

The United States’ Minister (Mr. Strauss), to whom I have also spoken on the 
subject, informs me that lie has, in conversation with Tewllk Pasha, strongly depre¬ 
cated any interference with those orphanages without very definite and clear reasons. 
Unfortunately none or them have, 1 believe, obtained Pi minus from the Sublime 
Porte. 

If I cannot obtain permission for those orphanages which have already been closed 
to lie reopened, I hope to dissuade the Imperial Government from taking any action 
against the others. 

I have, <&c. 

(Signed) N. It. O'CONOK 


No. 35. 

Sir iV. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury. [Received March (i.) 

(No. 95.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , March 2, 18519. 

WTIII reference t-> my despatch No. 17 of tin* 19th -January lust, forwarding two 
despatches from Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah respecting the state of alfaii in the 











Yemen, T liave the honour to transmit an extract from a private letter to Mr. Weakley, 
from :i gentleman residing in that province, on tin* same subjivt. 

I haw Matured to trouble your Lordship with iliis extract, as it gives an account 
ol the present situation differ ini; widely from the officially-inspired lvports appearing 
from time t«i time in the Turkish press of successes achieved by the- I iivkisli troops 
and of the satisfaetorv progress or the jMieilication «»1 the \ emeu. 

In communicating this extract to the Embassy, Mr. Weakley, who is now at 
Alexandria, states that he learns from persons lately arrived from tie ' emra that 
small.p <\ d. .-imaiing the village* on the eoast, and that although ram* have fallen 
and “ do it. a ’* has h<-.-n -own, the mortality is so great that, there an- not hands to 
attend 1-. the lbIds, and. consequently, another year of scarcity is to he feared. 

I have, &C. 

(Signed) N. IL O’CONOIl. 


Inclosure in Xo. * 55 . 

Extract from Private Utterto Mr. Weakley. 

Till-: -tm.. iiviihiinl about (hr “ brigiimls " Imviuij submHtcil '»v .ill Into, for 

II, ill. s Is II is, . 111 ..;! Im-iIiiv vviirc 111 till.. nl tin- ,mtlm-nk. 

Till-"M nsi.il- i- ill 111.- li*'M i'll'- li-a’il nl' lliirt.v-lmir attalions, bill In-funis Unit tin- 
.Malls I.I l» -„l al. Tln*y wait in tin- in.iiiiit.iiiis until tin- troops liavn passwl 

and then return. .... , • 

WhenShil.il was take., the Musliir wired in the \ all, informing him that the 
mililai. >i|ii'ialinn- «. .. ' rer, am! that, tin- ,-minin' Imving been iiacilnal, tin- Civil 

.Mlmi -Inmill I. I -.- -stalilislnal. Tin; M- il.Milu Miil.-s-ani rreiayeil 

■inlcrs t.. iiiiHa" .! t,i that liistrirt to orgftni/.« tin- Civil \ilmiiiistnition, lint Inninl the 
nli.ll.- j.tiii-.- hail liii-n ,1, svili-il. Tin- Vali was im'mimul, anil llieiv l*#* » row In-lWCOli 
tlm Musliir anil tin- Mutissai'if, win. was n-biilloil to 11' .tljeliln. .... 

Tin- ll-iil,,,- :m- .1111. 1 . -1 ,-lv .. 'li’-l'I'l inns lakv plitfl llail.V, and it IS 

rxm-1-twl that lli.-is will In- a wlii.h-.ali- i.:a-.-ai-iv nl' Turks, nr that tin- Iiski|is will 
.-v.-nt.iallv ■<> .ivi-r to tin- ntUer sill.- Tin- Musliir is , nliia-ly .-lit »ll from Ins has,-, lor 
In- lias all tin: Artilis in his rear. > -i 

It is saiil the- 111-w.s sunt to Cniist:uitinn|ili; is got up by the Musliir, wini wishes 
to slum! well with tin- Valave. 


,\n. :lli. 

.s'o ,\. O'Conor lo the J/«n/i«.< "f s,ili»kutg. — (Hccoiml Mnrrli (1.) 

Mv'Uhl Cnuxlanlinojilr, Shrek '■!, 

1 II AVI-: the honour :. -i-mit In , with a journal by Mr. Sjtring Him ol' allairs 
.a li'i■ iei*ti \sia Mini.i ana [evr iai.i a <I-.n-i eg the uimilli ot .laiiunry 1H00. 

I liave. &C. 

(Signed) N. It. O’COXOlt. 


luelosum in Xo. 3H, 

Journal <if Affairs ht /><• u Iv-m Minor unit Mesopotamia dnrinj the month of 
Jo many 1-SHO. 

j, ... min>. -.'> , was ivet ived from bar put Mr. .loins, -Oth : . . irv and 
loth l’el»ruur\) that Hie orphnnng. • at Palin and Diirhekir were luting closed and tlm 
ebildren dispersed. 

On imptii . at (h.ii-i n.1 ., pic, it appeared that the orphanages in .jne.iion were 
svned or managed liy 1 < and Aim-rie:itt* : that til Herman ll'nbas-v was 

int. resting it sell"' hnt *hal*-> n l.«lly ; u.d that ’nited States* Legal ion was 
illloriin 1 that the leij.t >1 - »lo- , ., ! • t .- dmuMh •M came .’.rough the 

Patriarchate from a high Armeniiui ojlicial. The Patriarch domed tnat my general 
,-,. ( j„, s ( had hecii made, but MJ that in the ca<i ..f one orplmuuge (JSeituni ’vidcuco 
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was to hand showing that the missionaries in whose charge it was had broken their 
pledge as to not proselytizing. 

In a communication privately made, it was stated, without continuation, that the 
request had emanated from the Catholic Patriarch—not tin* Gregorian. In this docu¬ 
ment it was stated that the Catholic Patriarch was doing all in his power to discredit 
the Protestant missionaries, and that the Porte, equally hating all Christian sects, was 
only too ready lo meet any suggestions of this sort half-way. 

Tin- United States' Minister stated that he had been informed that the attention 
of the Porte had been called to the danger that would be incurred by the State if a 
large'lumber f Armenian children grew up in the Protestant hath and formed a 
hom 'imneoin colony tinder the patronage of the free Protestant Powers. 

Military Kreinjitiim Tiu .—News was ..ived from Kharput licit it was intended 

iai imp .ft- this tax on the Armenian population; indeed, measures w<-r- already being 
taken to that end. and it was, as reported, the intention of the authorities to employ 
soldiers as tax-collectors (Mr. .Tones, 2Sth Dri-emlier). It was pointed out to the 
Porte that the latter measure was against le Kegulntions, ami that tin- imposition of 
the tax would cause immense suffering. The Patriarchate, and subsequently tlu* 
Embassy. received a notification that the immunity from the military exemption tax. 
already granted for two years, would be extended for another year. 

The Patriarchate announced this decision of the Porte in an Encyclical, calling on 
the Armenian congregations to offer up prayers for tin- Sultan (“ Levant Herald”). 

Destitution .— Tbe news already received of destitution in tin 1 Mouil district 
appears h» apply to the Kharput and Er/.croum districts (Kharput. 12th January; 
Er/oroum, 27th January). The destitution must last and increase till the new 
harvest ; if the inhabitants are forced to consume their seed-corn it may last much 
longer. Actual deaths from famine are of constant occurrence. The soldiers are 
given long furlough on account of the difficulty of (ceding them. 

Kurds. An interesting description lias been received from tbe Consular Agent at 
Mosul of tin* wholesale depredation of tin- Ivuchar Kurds. They are under the pro¬ 
tection of Zekki Pasha, and apparently also of the Hope* Government. The kite 
Musliir reported their proceedings to Constantinople, but without effect. Their 
plundering operations are on a larger scale, and are increasing. The Kurils appear to 
Im* in the enjoyment of the. protection of the minor officials and the Court-’, which 
share in tie- plunder (Mosul, 31st December). 

A new V:iii has lately been appointed to the Vilayet, llazim Kll'endi by name, 
lie is a man of no intelligence or iiitlucuce, and is said to he ready m lake any bribe, 
however small. Mr. Illoe.k called the attention of the Minister of IWei^u Affairs to 
tie- slate of tilings existing in the Mosul district, and the absolute ncces-mv of doing 
something to prevent the spread of disorder. 

Pi*om a Report, dated Van, 22nd .lanuary.it appeared that the authorities are 
making some attempt to collect taxes from the Kurds—some tribes, indeed, have paid 
who have enjoyed immunity from all taxation for seven years. In the wildest of all 
flu* Kurd distnets—the country of tlu- Dersun tribe—a regiment of llumidie cavalry is 
being raised (Erzcroum, 21st January) in pursuance of the Porte's policy of raising 
these regiments IV at the Kurdish tribes and subjecting this nation to discipline. 

Hut there seems to he an unaccountable delay in appointing Imperial officers ; for 
instance, the Kaimakamnte ol Rergu had been long vacant. The civil and military 
authorities seemed to thul it impossible to work together, although it was reported 
from Lrzerouin (21st January) that the Vali and Musliir hod at last been 
reconciled. 

An attempt is being made to enrol the Dersun Kurds in a regiment of Hamidie 

cavalry. 

Dr. Held;. —The filed between tile civil and military powers L not entirely at an 
end ; that, at any rate, tile military authorities are not yet prepared to submit to the 
Porte, is shown by the ease of Dr. Hoick. 

Timur Pasha, the father of the real assailant, hut himself innocent, lias been 
arrested. The real culprits are still at large aud apparently enjoy the protection of 
Zekki Pasha, the Musliir. Dr. Helek now asks for 11,310/. damages, hut not 
for the arrest or punishment of his assailants. There is some reason to suppose 
that the principal culprit, Hussein Pasha, is befriended by Russia (Erzeroum, 22ml 
January). 

Xestorini’ Mission .—The Archbishop of Canterbury has withdrawn his Mission, 
leaving the field five to the Russian Mission, who have made great progress in con¬ 
verting tin- Nestorians now resident in the neighbourhood of Urmia. 'The Russians 
[1623] p 









regard the Gold or their activity as endin'.’ at the Turkish frontier (Van, 10th 

3a " U <Srtain Mannscll points out that the easiest route for Russia to the Persian tiulf 
lies through the Urmia Valley, tlioniv viA Itania l" Kukuk, by an easy pass to Ballad. 
The iKissession of a sirens vantage point in the new Russian-protected Ncstormn 
eolouv in Urmia will he ,f the ;reatest value strategically. Lho position at the I urks 
al Vini would tlm- turned (ROtli .Tamutry). 


.-’ir .V. O’Conor the Marque** of Salisbury.—(Itccriml March C>) 

Al'v Lcwd Cpnslmlinoiilt, March 2,1K!)9. 

' I :\\ ■ ,1.. V .nr I- .•• Rli a eupy o£ the letter from the Armenian 

Pntri..: h Onna .!•.>. die lirand Vi/ier. t ‘ rred to in my despatch No. HI tbe 
4K)h ultu i ..l.-o inelos pie of telegrams between the Armenian l.ohopof l >l!u 

| ! "■ it! , . r shews ' e.l t ■ • el" 'll; iliat the IVrinrc' action 

up ' . r 1 ■■ i •her lime -t u 'or.. I :r i hi:' a h • s, hn: ■ U.','wes ,-ont 

tll n , , r ... ■ , th■■ Minister ' .v I’oi h: Alfairs. il ouirh; nut, think, i" he 

i;ivVi: eninn R ' 1 ' " • i11 e. 

1 have, ,Ve. 

(Signed) -V H. O'CONOR. 


Inolosiire 1 in No. 37. 
nian Putrinnh in Ihc Qrnnit Vizii 


January 2(i (February 7). 1809. 

I VI eiimpelled to draw, the attention of the Government in a state of things 
tleil hr. ■ I- ■■ ■ I it has n w It :e i r t’ iI 'e 1 1 i 1 '"! areal moment ' j our 

churi h i I eomnuiiii:. le 111. "t 'em • pi.' r::..rthodox seets ami the 

established rolL-V ' • fr. lime ... 1 '■ 1 "•'■ -1 p‘rleet Ir ' loin and 

•. i •. » . i. . ,.ii .... i . , .. , 11. i > 11 i t v . i ’• s. f:i I lri i i 1 ‘.t 1 * ill • I l*ess 


seeurilv; andTl In n. r lie -u alio we I wl - i e .mimmitv has fallen into distress 
■ nil :eifli-i'ii:i' for th. menihei'- of ih itln'i rrlig: : iurn il to their prol.l and try 

and capture tbeir souls. . 

Tills, doubtless, will not lie »!l.«v.:d e>w hat th Vrincuems, aceording to the 
ri'port Hint eimie in oae after another, hai fallen iut'i aa 'Xtremo of |>overty and 

destitution. ... , 1 . 

X„w tin* Armenians who are without means ol subsistence have been taken in 
l.y all sorts of promises as to help and protection from Protestant and Catholic 
missionaries llspeeiallv in the town and neighbourhood of Van is there mil only 
distress hut famine; there (he Armenians ».■ promised pecuniary help on condition 
iisat , leave their church and go over to Rome and change their “ lezkere-i- 
(Ismaiiil’*," and alter the registers: and tlie. are told dial they will he alloued to 
migrate a> for.rtjr to work for tkeir living •• Ihuswith promises of help and protec¬ 

tion from the mitious 'viiose subjects they are to his'omo. lie 1 missionaries .it v.ui have 

made I.wretched pe-ph enter ’h.- Rom ' .’hureh. Th sc propagandists, or rather 

political a ritators have .•stablisbe.i a place of worship and a bishopric with a view to 
oxtimding i iieir fields of operation. . 

It i> ••*.i !i*nt from wlmt lias boon roporud, that those who have elected to change 
I!• • ir i*» 1 i '«■ i• • .'( A: . v\ 4 «r mu* renl’y • • mcli • ! from k • • oint of view r> ligiun, 
hut ’.v.t.’•’ riv.-r. h\ :t. -.r str*ii'! eiroujn-’.am’• > ry and -jot social and political 
.\d\milages liv changing their church. 

IV i:- s*jhi. m h. i.Uigcd . -ol th. ;» daily iir.'Uvl by chan-me; their -pirnual 
-i -nr. u .n' imv wl'ii t!.*’ * r,. •! t!.i emp'w ; therefore, 1 beg aut 

r ; ot ., r «ji rs lie s.mi tin* proper places absolutely forbid conversion on these 
r r , .(, 1(1 tl.ri* ill I ride, which 1 reecA .1 die otii.T day. may b- published. and l 

prts tbal it rnav • d*«l red illegal to e'ua.i- m ' .. ligcm. and that tie- Wili of \au 
and* the other Valis j.iuj Ir. sent order by telegraph from ilu* Sublime Porte to 
the changing of tin * 14 Yezkorc-LOsmanie. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 37. 

The Armenian Patriarch to the Armenian Bishop of Pallu. 


(Telegraphic.) February 7 (19), 1899. 

1 IT is said that t.he Armenian villages opened at I'alluand Chinkush for Armenia, 
children bv American missionaries have been closed. 

Is this true ? If so, for what reason ? Please let me know at once. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 37. 

Tin Armenian Bishop of Pallu to the Armenian Patriarch. 

(Telegraphic.) . [Undated.] 

IT is true that the orphanages al Pallu md Clunkush were closed a few day 9 ago 
by the local authorities. \VY do not know why. 

In i letter that arrived on th- lHh.(30tlt) danuury. 1S91I, it was stated that owing 
to the orphanages opened by German missionar'.c*- at Diarbekir having been opened 
without permission, and in consequence of tin* eomplaints of ilu* .Maboinmishins, the 
orphanages were closed by the local authorities, and th'* orphans wen* put out to live 
iu dilFcrcnt houses for a remuneration. 


Forei.jn Ojfict to India Office. 


l'of>'ijn OJ/ir , March 11, 1SJI1I. 


1 AM directed by Ibe Manpi ■ - of Sali 'ui.-y *o tranquil you rbe accompanying 
ropy of a despatch from il«*r M.ajes ..' A- .l. _.d i it Constautiuopl •, ’ reporting the 

steps taken t>> obtain from the Turkish .mthoritii • of Mu* lledjuz iMiujv.msation lor 
certain Ih'itisli ludian merchants, residing iu Mecca, Medina, and -leddab, lor 
robbtM'ies eoinmitted between 1892 and 1898. 

Lord Salisbury proposes, with !.'>rd Hamilton's concurrence, to approve t.ie 

terms of the note m’liale on this subject, addre.-sed by Sir N. O’Conor l" the Sublime 
Porte on tlu* 201 li ultimo. 

1 am, & c. 

(Signed) T. 11. SANDKKSON. 


-• to tin Marquess of S ■'iAmry. — (Perrived March 13.) 


(No. 107 .) 

My Lord, Constantinople , March 7, 1899. 

I TOOK the opportunity "f a visit t-. the Sublime Porte yesterday to draw 
Tewlik Pasha's attention t » th' - Arrneni c : < iere elriiius. to the correspondence 
which bad passed on tbe subject, and to the lapse of time since those claims had been 
presented. The delay wiib causing great hardship and in some eases I tad caused the 
ruin of the claimants. I thought tin* time had mow come for a settlement, and l 
hoped his Excellency would agree iu this. 

Tewlik 1 'uHlm said that the pAporn eoiieiM'niMg this (|iiestion had been kept at the 
I’alnce and that he did not know the Sult .i'< intentions. In any case the claims 
would have to be submitted to a Joint Commission. 







1 said thorp was no objection to this course. 1 understood, however, that the 
Sultan was opposed to a settlement in Croat part because it involved a recognition of 
his responsibility for the massacres. If so. I would remind his hscellcncv that claims 
of a somewhat similar nature had heen paid hy the United States, trance and I'.ueland, 

as well as by other.entries, and that I believed the United States formally disclaimed 

their responsibility though they paid the amount. 

1 said I would recur to the subject before lone. 

In connection with this subject it ha.cut-rod to me whether an opportunity is 

not presented for the settlement of tin— and other claims against the Turkish < iovem- 
meat bv the arrangement tin- tin- conversion of the lsnn l.-i.'in. As your Lon ship is 
aware from lot despatch No. in:, of the (ill. instant, the Sultan told me on the Ml that 

he agreed in principle tl ('...i.ention and had given orders that the I.,<XMW. 

r..«„rtin- from the trnnsaetioii should reimiin in Knglnml and lie spent mi the purchase 
of a ends. r IVhether the cruiser costs 5011,11110/. or (100,001)/.. will not materially 
nlVeel the eonditim of the Ollontan navy, whereas a settlement of all outstanding 
claims would eertainlv contribute >" smooth <be dip'oinatie relations between the two 
(iovermueiits. If vnur l...r.!s|ii]i appenv.,- 1 could make a suggestion of this kind to 

II,,. ... o his first Secretary or tlraiel Vizier, and, perhaps, the matter might at 

tlni N-iine lime In-mentioned to Antliopoulo l’aslm as it would, emanating from your 
Lordship, luivi more ehanee of heitie aecepted by the Sultan. 

t have, ike. 

(Signed) N. 11. O'CONOlt. 


Sir .V. O'Conor In tin. Minoj Sii/iV/mn;.— (Nmicetl Mutch 11!./ 

5*l'v > 'i n'r!l' 1 Con it u nti no/ill, Murch 7, lsoo. 

' WITH 1 -clercnce to my despatch No. 100 of the 2nd instant, I have the honour 
to report that I spoke to the (iraud Vizier yesterday in respect of the orphanages 
in Anatolia which have been closed or threatened to lie closed by the lurkish 

authorities. ... «. i 

1 asked his Highness whether his Government wished to prevent fun«ls coming 
Iroui Hn-dand and 'America for sucli a purely liumanithrian and philaiithropie 
Iiuriios. If SO it would he verv easy to divert them to other countries whore 
distress and poverty likewise .Ai,tc,l. If he did not it would he well to give 
immediate instructions to the Vnlis not to interfere with the orphanages. 

Mis IIHiucss replied that lie was grateful for the peeuniary relief sent to 

. .nil, hy charitable persons in Unglaud and that lie believed the orphanages to 

he "-Isid and charitable institutions which ought not to lie disturbed. 

■ la conclusion his Highness gave me In understand that tic would endeavour to 
prevent nnv further action being taken against these establishments, 

1 also - reported to the Minister lor foreign Allans the desperate accounts 1 
had received of the distress and poverty in the district of \an and the iiisulheielicy 
or the charitable donations received from the Armenian Uuimnittccs and other 
sources to preserve the people from absolute want and hunger. 

Since making these representations 1 hear Hint the Sultan has contributed .1,000/. 
towards the relief of the more destitute Armenians. 

I am ufraid, however, that a few mouths hence the distress will hi* atill grcatei 
uuumn Christians and Mussulmans alike. The state of destitution to which the 
inhabitants are already reduced may he judged hy the specimen of famine bread sent 
herewith. 


I have, &C. 

(Signed) N. K. O’CONOK. 


No. U. 


Sir „\\ O’Connr to tin Manpicsv of ilisbury.—{Received March 13.) 

(No. 113.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, March S, 1891). 

WITH reference to Mr. do liunscn’s despatch No. 50S of the 2Sth Sejitemher, 
1S0B, 1 have the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which 1 have received from Tier Majesty's Consul at Damascus, respecting the 
payment of taxes bv the Druses of the Lebanon. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. K. O’CON OK. 


Inclosure in No. M. 

Consul Richard# In Sir N. O’Conor. 

(No. 7.) 

Sir t Damascus, February *23, 1S91). 

WITH reference to my despatch No 10 of the KSf.h September, 1 *0S, and several 
others previously written on the same subject, I have the honour to inform your 
Kxeellcnev that according to the information received it would appear that Sheikh 
Selim Naufal who, as reported in a previous despatch, is oflieially recognized as a sort 
of go-between hetween the Authorities and the l>ru-i s of the .lehel, lias written from 
Sueila to say that further negotiations have heen in progress lately lad ween the 
Mutessarif of the Jlnuran and tin- Druses on <h ■ uhjrr? of tiie taxes due from them. 
The former, it appears, informed the latter that- he proposed to send Hnwales 
(horsemen) round throughout all the districts -f the .lehel with orders to collect the 
taxes, and in ease of refusal to pay, to obtain th iguatures of ‘he recusants attached 
to :i written statement of the reasons which impelled them 1" thU line of conduct. 
The Drtisixs did not approve of this method • • e.dleetiog the taxes, which, however, 
they professed willingness to jiav ’f tle’y inf. vine.: thi-ir natare. and • f the 

amount expected of'them. The Mutessarif i ’d them ihat the tuxes were, a< i:toy 
should know very well, the tithe, the sheep tax, and the Vorglii (house and land 
taxes), ami the amount fixed hy the Government was 100.000 piastres. 

i am not informed as to what action was taken subsequently, hat t have 
serious doubts as to the oxislcuei of any r ■ 1 Intention on the purl of lie* Druses to 
comply with the (iovorniucut denmnds. 

I have, &c\ 

(Signed) W. S. III Oil ARDS. 


Sir X. O’Conor to the Murijw 


~{Receii>d March 13.) 


(No. 115.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, March, {), 1S0U. 

1 I1AVK the honour to report, for r : -mathm of :h>- \- a man Ib-lief 
Committee, that the Turkish journal' p ’ '•-day, state that th Sultan has 

issued an trade ordering tin ostablLhincn* .1’os-oh.-iung. *> ti certain Vilny us h*r the 
mnintuuniice of children who have neither lih -r nor mother. 

1 have, Sac. 

• Signedi N. It. O’CONOlt. 


11523] 





Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisburyi—(Received March 20.) 


(No. 9.) 

My Lord, Tehran, February 1, 1899. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge tlio receipt of your Lordship's despatch 
N. . 109 o!' tin* 12th December, regdrding the massacre of nine Arinenians hy the 


Governor of Khoi and Salmas. 

T had brought the matter to the notice of the Sadr-i-Azam before the despatch 
arrived, as reported in my despatch No. t of the 10th .January, hut knowing liis 
Highness t>. In- sensitive with regard to any direct instructions received from England, 
I took an opportunity of mentionin'; the ease again, lie assured me ho attached much 
importance to it, and* said that In had deputed a special officer to take charge of the 
Khoi and Salmas district. This officer, tin- Ikbal-ul-MuIk, formerly Govern#* of Yezd, 
name to sec me two days ago. lie old and infirm arid has a very had reputation, 
hut he volunteered niaux assurances as to what he would do to prevent further 
trouble in this quarter. Meanwhile 1 hear that the Zerglmum-ul-Mulk has received a 
sword of honour for his gallant eonduet. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) 11. M. tfUKANJ). 


Sir ,Y. O '('own h> tin Marques.- ■>f Salisbury .— (Received March 20.) 


(No. 120.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , March 10, 1899. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
I have received fre.in Her Maji-ty*s Consul >t Damascus respecting the dispatch by the 
Turkish authorities of a punitive expedition against the marauding Bedouin tribes of 
El .Icbcl. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) N. H. O’CONOR. 


I uc Insure in No. I t. 

Consal Richards la Sir iV, O 'Conor. 

(So. 9.) 

gj r> Damascus, February 27, 1899. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the semi-nomadic Arab tribe 
known as El Okaidat, uho.-e tints art now pitched at a place called Segal, situate 
ahum thirty hours (say 90 miles) to tlu east o! Damascus, complained to the Vnli about 
ten days ago that they had been robbed nl 1,000 sheep by the Bedouins of El .Mud, 
otherwise known as Es-Saln, hr., tin (ihiath, Messnid, Nassau, Sherefut, ami other tribes, 
the first named, however, being the chief offenders. The Okaidat also complained that 
two members of their tribe, viz., one man and one woman had been killed by the 
marauders. 

The authorities here, it b alleged, remonstrated with the complainants for camping 
at so great a distance from the cultivated laud which forms a belt extending for many 
mile- round Damascus, ami -<► making it extremely difficult for the troops to protect 
them in the hour of need. The Okaidat replied that they had been encamped on 
pit vine-* occasions at a still greater distance from the city, ami yet the Government tax- 
collectors had found no gieat difficulty in reaching them. Wlmt they meant to imply 
was that if they were not loo far oil to Ik- taxed, they were not too tar oil to he 
protected. 

However, the Yuli, in re-pome to iIn ir appeal, lias dispatched two companies of 
regular troops and one company of mouotv 1 gendarmes, under the command of Ilusrev 
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Pasha, the Commanding Officer of the Gendarmerie force of the vilayet, with orders to 
pursue and punish the marauders and obtain restitution, if possible, of the stolen 
sheep. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 

p.S.—It is asserted, with what truth I cannot say, that, in addition to the above, 
one or two companies of regular troops are leaving the llama district in order to join 
I lusrev Pasha's expedition to Es-Safa. 

W. S. R. 


Sir iY. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury. — (Received March 20.) 

(No. 131.) 

\| v Lord. Constantinople, March IS, 1899. 

I DAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Beirout reporting the frequent occurrence in that port of assaults on 
Christiana by armed Mussulmans. 

Your Lordship will observe that representations have been made to the Vnli hy 
Mr. Drummond Hay as well as by his French and Italian colleagues. 

I am inquiring of Mr. Havas to the result of these representations, and, should 1 
learn front him that they have produced no improvement in the situation, 1 propose 
to bring the matter to the notice of the Grand Vizier. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 15. 

Consul-(iencrnl Drummond Hay to Sir N. 0*Conor. 

(No. 29.) 

S| rj Deirout, March 2, 1899. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that public order in Beirout has 
been for some time in an unsatisfactory condition. Cases of assault on Christians hy 
armed Mussulmans are now of more frequent occurrence, and have occasionally taken 
place even during daytime in the largest thoroughfares. This state of the town is not, in 
my opinion, attributable to any increase in fanaticism amongst Mahommedans, us many 
Christians believe. It is the inevitable consequence of a badly-organized body of police, 
whose ranks contain many men in league with the worst characters of the town. The 
latter nr; also encouraged hv seeing notorious criminals at large, who have been acquitted 
by the Courts on false evidence, as no one dares to hear witness either against them or 
any of their gang. 

On two separate occasions my Italian and French colleagues have lately made 
forcible representations to the Vnli, the former on account of an alleged attack hy a 
Mussulman on his honorary Dragoman in the chief public square when he was returning 
from the theatre, and the French Consul-General interfered on behalf of a Mumnitc who 
was chased and tired at in the afternoon by three Mussulmans and a gendarme The 
pistol bullet struck the wall of a Maronite church during Mass time, creating a commotion 
amongst the congregation, some of whom, headed by their priest, went in a body to the 
French Consulate-General and from thence to the Serai to demand protection. 

I called yesterday on the Vali and, without entering into the merits of the different 
case-, urged him to lose no time in restoring confidence among the inhabitants and 
in adopting stringent anti cll'eetivc measures lor the public safety ol the town. His Excel- 
lenev was of opinion that matters had been generally misrepresented and exaggerated by 
over-excited ami timorous Christians, hut lie admitted that reforms were required in the 
police force, and said that he hud already issued orders on the subject, which he hoped 
would have satisfactory results. 
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My German colleague, with whom I had previously conferred, made similar repre¬ 
sentations to the Vali, and I trust that his Excellency will not fail to act up to his 
assurances. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) R. DRUMMOND MAY. 


No. 10. 

Sir .V. O’Conor to tlir Marquette of Salisbury.—(Received March 20.) 

Mv I.iinl,' Constantinople , March 16, I860. 

' WITH reference to mv telegram No. 10 or the 21 st ultimo, respecting the 
distress prevailing in the Vilayet of Van, I have the honour to forward to your 
Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 1 have received from Her Majesty s 
Vice-Consul in that town, giving further particulars on the same subject. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) N. U. O’CONOR. 


* Inclosure in No, 16. 

Captain Mnuusclt to Sir -V. O'Conor. 

gj' 1 ' ' Fan, February 20, 1890. 

I MAVK the honour to report, in continuation of my despatch No. 1 of the 
Kith .luiiuiirv, that the distress among the Armenian villages In this vilayet con- 
,Junes o, increase, flic local Committee, under the presidency ol tile Yluavin, 
with the Vrmeinan Bishop us a member, has done very well in collecting some 
t T. 6110 here, and distributing relit f in the town and neighbouring villages. 

The Vali subscribed C T. 20, and has been toast nssitluous in assisting the 
poor without distinction of creed. 

Also he has forced the sale of wheat hoard" , by local merchants, both Armenian 
ami Turk, in the hopes of a further rise in price, anti has lined the bakers for 
n ,isiug earth and other ingredients with the bread. 

Mas, an i’aslia, the Mayor* of the town, whose special duty it is to prevent 
mi It hoarding ol wheat, has been the worst odender in Ibis respect himself. 

Hussein "Pasha, the celebrated Kurd Chief of I'atnof/., has also collected a 
vert considerable amount of wheat, mainly by robbery from Armenian villages, 
which he will sell when prices are sufficiently high. 

I have si rough urged on the Vali the advisability of forcing him to sell, 
anti lie hopes Iti lie able to tin so when he has money available to buy wheat for the 
soldiers here. .... 

The price ol lireail in Van has been diminishing slightly, but has now risen 
again ., M il , s to-day 7 <> paras the okc, as the stock- are becoming exhausted. 

Tlic distribution by the local Committee and our relief fund have nut been 
allowed lo interfere with each other, as each has been arranged to deal with 
separate distrirts. 

Tiu Iwcal dibits huve now become exhausted, and more rebel is urgently 
required; dthungli while the local effort was in progress 1 did nut think it 
nccessarv to ask lor more help. 

! have ndif n mil in mine of tile villages in the 'I muir region, 25 miles north 
,,l Van, and am also aeipiainteil with tile villages near by, and I think ?iiul from 
one-third in one-ludf the population of the Timur villages are actually starving, 
subsist mg on Various -eeds, and a little black bread looking like charcoal. They 
'have nnlv a few rags as bedding in this severe winter. 

1 satisfied myself that they had duly received the wheat sent out by tin: Local 

Relief Committee.' , ... . 

Kareliiknu and lvawash districts south ol Inc lake are also suliermg extremely, 
and for them d lias been arranged '■> buy wheat in llitlis where prices are 
lower. 


IbOciiic lUikfi, 
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The figures given me by tin Armenian Bishop arc 20,000 people actually in 
want of foot! to keep them alive from day to day, and from what I have seen 1 
do not think this is too great an estimate. 

I would venture to suggest that 2,000/. is urgently needed for the present to 
Keep these unfortunate people alive. 

None of the new seasons’ wheat can be expected for at least three months, 
and it is probable that most of the tores laid by for spring sowing will be con¬ 
sumed for food. 

1 an*, informed that noi for m;ui\ years has the feeling between Christian and 
Moslem been so good a-, it has been during the Ramazan and Bairam just 


past. 

Most of thi. ir.irn-ovumcii: Is do t the impartial actions of his Excellency tin 
Vali, Tahir Rasim 


(Signed) V. It. MAUNSBLL. 


No. 17. 

'I he Marques* of Saiisbumj lo Sir A. O'Conor. 

(No. 7d.) 

Sir, Foreign Office^ March 22, 1899. 

I 11.. . received y .-a LxecilcTity's despatch No. 7 of the 2-7Ui ultimo, inclosing 
a ih.: ; -h ‘roiti ;• t ..i ij-siy*.-. Consul at Trebizond,.with regard to the general 
condition e- Con.iulur District during the past year. 

1 ivquv •; ihat your Nxcollcm... a ill convey to Mr. umg worth my thanks for this 
Report. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBk.tY- 


No. 48. 

Tin M<t' s u> - > Sai>y lo (xr A . O'l nor. 

(No. 71.) 

Sir, Foreign Office t March 24, 1899. 

1 HAY", had. under my eon‘■■id • • : n, i?* vomnriaienliou with the Secretary or 
State f"i India. yn**r Excellency's ■! ■ No. <;”» of tie* 20th ultimo, reporting 

the sb; ta ! :' » t”> • ■-> up -i--i ' " '» cert nil. British Indian merchants residing 
in Mecca. Medina, aud Jeddah. for robberies commuted in the ILedjax between 1802 
and 1*98. 

Her Majesty’s Government npprov. tin- terms of the :><>tr verbale addressed by 
your Excellency I" ’.In* Sublime Forte • » this object. 

I nm, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 40. 

Sir N. ()*Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury-—(Received March 27.) 

(No. 130.) 

My Lord, C owftantinogle^ March 22, 1809. 

IN my despatch No. 2b of the 2nd F .orunry 1 gave some account of the struggle 
which is going on, both locally and at Constantinople, over the election of a new Patriarch 
of Syria or Antioch, the (Ecumenical Patriarch desiring the choice of a Greek prelate in 
opposition to the packed majority of tho Holy Synod of Antioch, which, under Russian 
influence, is supporting a list of native Syrians. 

The issue is of considerable importance, as the victory of one of the local candidate.^ 
would materially strengthen the Russian element in Syria, by removing the opposition 
which a prelate subservient to the Patriarchate at Constantinople might be expected to 
offer to the p-evniling Russian policy •* bringing the Syrian bools and churches under 
Russian control. 


K 










At the 'late of my above-mentioned despatch the Russian majority in the Synod 
was 7 to 5. It lias now been strengthened, ns appears from the inclosed further despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus by removing the Metropolitan of Tarsus and 
\dann, who favoured the minority, from the office of locum tenant ot the I atnarchatc ot 
Antioch, and giving the place to the Bishop of Lnodicea. an adherent ot the Russian 

,U The presidency of the Synod has thus fallen into hostile hands, and the Greek party 
is becoming seriously alarmed. , . .. 

I learn that n list of candidates, containing only names ot local Arab ecclesiastics, 
has now tie. n submitted to the 1‘orte. . . 

The (Kcumcnicol Patriarch lias appealed i-» the Grand vizier and the Minister ot 
Public Worship, hut was given to understand that the Sultan had been won -vor to the 
opposite camp by the perseverance of the Russian Ambassador. V deputation from the 
Patriarchs of Constantinople, Jerusalem, and Alexandria which waited on the I’ -rte a 
lay nr two ago has not been more successful, and everything goes to show that the 

prospects of the local aspirants are in the ascendant. , 

\ representative of the Jen ale .ml CouHtantillople Patriarchs called at the 
Embassy on the 10th instant to invoke my assistance. I gave him no encouragement, 
|,i,l requested Mr. lilncl; t' call the attenti. u of the Sublime Porte privately to what was 
passing in Syria, and to the danger of giving official support to the Russian propaganda. 
Mr !’loch mentioned the matter incidentally in conversation with the Sultan’s chief 
Seen tarv and with the Minister of Foreign Affair.-, but he gather d that it, both quarters 

it . n R th it Ru i u pr >n va too strong to he - riou.-l; opj id. lik Pt dm 

apnea red to he quite aware of the situation, but l.e held out no hope of successful 
• s-isn • n the part -T the Porte, lit stated confidentially that the Russian 
Am!",, U(i: . | him . if -poke,, to him .... the abject, pointing • ut that .. -y 'em ot 
M,t" ' al*a: • Patriarchates independent f .uiMuiiliucpI , would ren.lc m>Te -illieult 
:ii, v ihit.jitioTi on the part of the Orthodox Church to ub'nin political privilege.-. 

I have. &C. 

(Signed) N. R. OCONOR. 


Tr.closure in No. 10. 
r'onxut Hirhnvh r, Sir N. (T Conor. 

^ * Pavttseu:, Marcii S, >1)9. 

\V1 '!! reference to the final paragraph in my despatch No. 27 ol the 2v>th May last, 
haw the honour to inform your F«\ dlen-y that P \ ali summoned Mgr. Gennanos 
Mishap '.{*Cilicia',, Mgr. Mahiteo- (Bishop of Datiakia), and Mgr. Gornsimos (Bishop of 
/able) into Ills presence yoMcrday, the 711. instant, and, addressing Mgr. 1 .eimanos, 
formed him that ho regretted to say that he had received a Vizirial Order has : on an 
'mperinl I null, in accordance with which he. Mgr Gortnanos, was depose! Iron, m • p" ution 
,f locum tennis of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate, and Mgr. Malatcus appointed 
to succeed him. The Vali then directed Mgr. Malateos to take tin- seat ol honour next 
himself which had previously been occupied by Mgr. lorn,aims, and at the same time 
Imndcd him ' Malateos) the formal letter Of appointment in virtue of which be becomes 
locum imens of the Patriarchate. 

Nazim Paslm then addressed a few words to him directing him to proceed a> ;oon as 
possible to the election of a Patriarch, adding that the two “Greek Bishop- ot Aleppo 
and Diarhckir respectively, who, as I reported it, the despatch under reference, were held 
to he disqualified for election In the Patriarchal throne, on the ground tlm: theyimd not 
yet completed their seventh year in the episcopate, should not he so disqualified. 

So far as one can see, there are no longer any obstacles to the holding of the 
election, which will prohallv take place shortly. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 
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No. 50. 

.Sir .V. O'Conor t o the Marquess of Salisbury .— (Received March 27.) 


Mv Lord, Constantinople , March 22, 1899. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of a despatch iron, tl,c Acting 
British Consul at Krzcroum, inclosing reports from the Rev. .1. C. Martin on Am 

patch 


relief work at Had jin ami in the surrounding district (luring the years 1S&5-98. 

In compliance with Colonel Massy’s request. I have forwarded a copy of his des] 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. U. O’CONOR. 


Inelosuro in No. 50. 

Major Massy (' Sir A’. O’Conor. 


' 12 '! Y;-;„ mm, Mnrih 10. 1«!!!). 

! HAVE :lu. he:,our to '. ,, .c!ch !. •.•. with three copvs •* a *t:;ie::u\vt received from 
1 Rev. .1. C. Mart::;, • : ' h /• v.v. ■ t'a • Armenia., reli- 1* v»rl;-. which 1 ' -tod, with 
■.i,aid, som - two ami a-hulf veurs ago, at llmljin it, the Adana Vilayet. 

f would ' . ; t ... Vi .:r i. might he so good as to lor.v.-r! copy ot this 
•• uoment, . M! : • *f ;..y present despatch, to Sir \V. Whittnll, for his information, and 
!'or transmission to his Grave the Duke of Westminster, if considered advisable. 

It will he secu from Mr. Martin’s Report that the Uadjin relief works continue to 
hi a complete success. Instead of a promiscuous distribution of relief to every comer, 
without any return, thereby encouraging pauperism of a degrading character, we arc 
obtaining the following gratifying results:— 

Wc have supplied agricultural implement*, seed, oxen, See., to the Christian villagers 
who were plundered and left penniless during the recent massacres, besides rebuilding 
many of their houses, burnt after the flight in terror of their owners to Uadjin town, 
thus saving many hundred villagers from starvation. [ mvsclf assisted at the return ot 
many of these to their bonus when, except for our daily relief, they were almost starving 
in lindjin, and when, hud they not been assured of our strong support, they would have 
refused, through fear, to venture hack. They are now prosperous and independent of 
further aid. „ 

Wc have fed and clothed the sick, aged, ami infirm poor, both of Ilndjm ns well as 
of the outlying Christian villages since 1S9. 1 ; to this day. 

Men, women and children have received good daily wages at our relief works lor 
the past two years who would otherwise have starved, or who would have been 
degraded hv begging until our funds were exhausted, when they would have succumbed. 
Now, through our aid, they have become respectable members ot the Armenian com¬ 
munity. , . .. - . 

Many of the lindjin people, beggared and houseless after the late terrible tire, are 
low comfortably homed by us, earning tin ir living. 

Wo have done much towards the improvement ot the town ot lladjui, which used 
to he a bye-word in the whole country for squalor and dirt. Bridges and roads have 
seen made, streets paved, water courses laid to convey pure water to lladjui, and to 
me other chief town in the district. 

Employment has been given to many, cutting and sawing timber, qunrryiug stone, 
See. Had we not undertaken these highly useful public works we should yet have 
keen obliged to expend the funds to relieve the -tarving whom wc thus employed. 

In giving your Excellency this summary, by no means an exhaustive one, of sonic 
of the results of our efforts, I cannot do better than to quote the conclusion arrived at by 
Mr. Martin. He Bays :— . 

“Asa result of the relief fund sent to 11 adj in the people have no: only been ted 
and dad, they have some 3,000/. worth of public works and farming stock, winch arc ot 
onstant benefit to them and, hence, they are to that extent better olTthan they would have 
been had they not been compelled to work, whilst the moral gain, although it cannot he 
expressed by figures, is no inconsiderable item.” 









I now turn to tl« ulmxt ot nr relief liamlicr . led for over 

twb vairi iii the towns ol llacijiii and Sliilir. , ., 

Tims'' am now ii. vin l'miirishing inniilition. -ivnri imiilnyinciU to ninny, iicsiuos 
hriiiL'iiv' in :i tiiaruin of orofit, which is hcini; utilised in the relief of th poor a.- »« m 

nuiiiHirthi • our orphni . e.win re ehihlien of many of the uiifortiiimti’ victims of the 
late iiiiir-neres are txiiiceanri lot ni;i> uliiii.le! under the kindly supervision of the lathes 
in charge of the I’roU-tain Mission. The,-, orphans lire era inally ahsorheil into out 

works as thc\ grow old enough n work, thus grilling a complete knowledge of u 

remunerative lumdierafi. The more n.ieltie. u! amongst I lien, will he - lu t’ ■ as seliool- 
tcocliers, prencliers, &e. Inn coin.!. uioiitlis tight o! these orplum . hiivmg finished 
one v.ar - -niipreinii’isliii.. will h - gaining u good livelihood m the work-. They would 

have already starv.■ ! h •! ,t ."> ! . i.n^. tud: .diet. 

A verv sathYecto: v matter connected with these mdustne>, where we make native 

cotti-i stuns, choir, u es. grind corn, carry on a good carpentry industry,the fact that 

tl,.’ capital nil. ted hn nen wed rnl g.1 por cent. S ..1 »•< find a ?ood 

sale «, I’inglmid mi our me we hall I: „t ..* rii;-.n : a hands.•• Hi.mral profit onoi r 

ouli v. I hi- is a roui; 11 i.tivi I new hr: : all. hut the rues now woven are ol very excel- 

lent .pialpy. .. lint tiav are eeriaiu to ohlaiu : dy dr in i.nghnitl. Some ten very 

good difi- "ill he readv’to he supplied in June. . , , 

•n,at ih: ,■ work- are a great ad’. a:, t.. th. -i. k district uf iladjiu, and there- 

fort-, i., III. 'i'urki-h (invernuient, i- a fact ■iiinu which wc must congnilulule oiirsclvns. 

Itv nek . I,’, ipriiti— ennied mu will. j..danie.it and tael, w- h. Ip i .hr a.: .town I nrkwl 

.. thev tin, that Kngltind' dcsin i t. help the needy, not to gtvo 

.- to rrvnliitimiist . At tie lime time thi- a- i timer gives rouragi toll,. 

. siiilerite. I'll,,”. V hop. for the futur. that, ro lone as their .iclim.s «.us, 

nosu-pieh.I k.ioa to .m. •hem Km.. vill not ■ :,«.lv .d.undot.-net.,. 

This, it. till opinion, tills keen iir triililental a. keep.ue these people fioiti arts ot 
lollr l,.Mowed llv whol.-aie liulelnrv t.v th. Turks. Hud it not lieeti lor tin- Itntely 
j.siie ,.l l eli.f from American mid * Kngllsh charitable funds, had .1 not lien lor I hi 
Muj,-t\\ llepn senlntives in tliii- e niiiirv, wIiom pirseiicr, together with that o. to. 
nii'siui.uiir., ioutioiled, to sour ■ .tent. 111 . a iious of lid- < iovernmenl, and gave nop, 
loth’ riiri-liai, Milfm.-s, IU -I,.mid haw i. .utite the victims hy t housumi: where 

there have l.e.i, iccoidcd hundreds. I v.a- a-k.d myselt at Ihidjin hy the leads 

of lie Armenian ron.iiiimilv, some two and r-h.d! y.-ais ago, wlict lor tin Ariiiemaiw 
who 1,11(1 then lo-t all hope,' shoulii start a revolt and end Hair unhearahle eM'tviiee in 
opQn (i'-’iit. 1 replied tliut lhey must thomselvi ohouM. W a* not everything already 

littk better tluin a war previously? Had we not nlivndv agisted them . Ii ><•, t 
them have patience ami hop- , Imt in « .,-«• ol any »asii act Kliglund «oul«. not nmie 
loth.-;, re»eUe. Til.:' ivpiu:t| iliai tin \ would follow my advice and hope on. . hey 

have t . on to In -le/wi now. i lliii.k/thai i t s did This result— liie ei.ic! one— 

I attribute to l.ti ii-i. and Amcrh.au :t«. , mr. nail I to)., them t«> mpe while loav.i^ 
lliem In starve, i eunnot imagine that my word.* would have had lie desired eitcci. 
Nor U this an isuiuU . case, the -mne u>ult m,.y he clnimr.i all over this country. 

I am anxious In lecord *m fact that m therelief operations we have me; with im 

real opposition on tin part of the Tiiihi'h f iirvcriunent. At the commencement, e i 
true, certain question wen raised, hut these 1 was aide to settle, locally, without haute; 
recourse to hitler a ill! rity 

In fuel, tin Ink V: li of Ad:; ... Hu- it. 1 iilm. laslia, now Gowrn a-( .cuer.d in 
Yemen, white tlu.iikiiig me to.' the good w< had done, laid down an guides, for future 
relief operation* in the j.rovinc , t'c Ii. 0 - • upon whi. I carried out im>e dulie>. 
meutio. this chit tly a pr«»nf lha: u: : 1 .-. ■ - e .ivitdout in this country •vithuut 
nuriiii^ suspicion or unpleasant political ineidents. 

I do not think ilia: 1 have here drawn m • iv y ; h r. n nf tin result oi our luhnu: 
which, if they were n:.i a I:car 1 -i\iiilin.: ai. :*.:«! : !.mn e hrn.i^h*. th.-.r t. ..ir.. 1 i. 54 . 1 J 1 

their comparntivi m.ut My sole d •!.. ! . - •• to ‘h.r.v up a tuir rcp.-it ul what 

appears In me to I v hcon d.on •, so iai h\ . : *n 1 Antv t...i pnil.iulhrupy, at tiim. 

when at least oiu pnwethd liuiopeaii imti. s. w...- .'...•rkia,; m .. very opposiu direction, 
the Imp' llmt hUeli till neeounl of the result attain ■* laay prove an nice .aw to our tt.. i\ 
j^t'iil it)us fellow-couutryuu u to help n yet a milk while longer in cnuuuvouriug to uoin- 
pli li a disk 80 well begun* 

I have pninh.i out that Hadji:, di triki, with it- >.‘ J0 Ciirii tiaiu-, i- now lonmara- 
tively prosperous. I regu t-to : ay tin in • inn. • i'*‘‘ . hnan ad jjarls i .a 

a ciA of distrcoi . The Vice-Coiwul- -crvii..; in tin < district tell ot poverty and 

starvation. The ndsbionaifies appeal to us lor further lumls. Yet a little as»i-tMice and 


all may he fairly well, should no untoward event arise. It is a pity, then, and unworthy 
of us, to turn our hand from the wheel just now. I appeal most earnestly, therefore, 
through your Kxocllcncv, t>‘ our countrymen for a little further aid just to tide over the 
present spring—not for Iladjin, which, with its well-organized relief works, is practically 
independent, hut for those many less fortunnU- districts where lc*s favourable circumstances 
and initial renter heed, combined, have prevented for the present the same happy result. 

I have, Sec. 

(Signed) P. H. H. MASSY, 

Ifrr liritannic Majesty*s Acting Consul. 


General .'M a' regarding * - of R (i' f Funds in Iladjin nn>l surrounding Villages 
1S05-98. 

Uarii " the past thre.- years vi recoived from all sources C T. for relief work. 

Of thi-:: -i o! Uv.v vot'. • * ireiierol relief, vv!.'.!,: the balance, C.'I’ i ,200, 

was ■ pueia'd 1 sjfrj|-*tefl mr tint v.nri: o! starting and promotin' industries. (Recently 
€ T. h .. 1V" ' ■ 1 "I t t ic* ( 'or r littce.) 

Of ih nhuvr'-mentionird JC T. 1,000,’neatly C T. l,f>00wcre riven outri; ' ' without 
any work • < .•: landed i. r.hi 11 A .\.mi.'.’ a A was used in the villages 

•<>r agrie’dtura! iiM'dirinen! :. eed. o\o::. &e.; th 1 . k «- to feed and elol'n the 

hick, the a-". 1 and inliriu pear !»>:ii in iladjin an I i'.r- millying di.arii . Cl. were 

• v n t • r' 1 r turn ( 1 some kind of 

labour, th, r til* 'm in tip-; v< built. • ■ helped » > build, n rly liftv houses for the poor, 
most ■ f the • I.n • ■ t' se wl:<- wen hit homeless b\ the lire which completely -vipeil 

out on:* • • •/ II . i.'. ti y. u . - • X'.reet wa r.: pave-:, :o: bridge - cotK.iiicrlcd, 

and : w *. r • . •• • 1 el. 1» th in Hadji .1 an '. 1 > iruinsay, to conduct elrinkine 

wah : lr.it. :h i:;:nmk.ia * . :i ita.vns. W’v had companies ciPp'Vpje! in hurning lime, 
quarry i-. . • **i T a '.irh 1 . i.i 1* tru'd •, &c» .n ".11 tin '•vt*r! vary little', ii iiideeal 

urn*, tiionev wa- usi-ii l.v u.- tha? wmuhl ■*. luw h. h riven i:i any event to preveni 

exiivrn •:!»' A . r- al < i t ; n- -fa <■ n ! > at to : h.djip, t!. people 

have no. • v 11 . .. cl !, they have smn h'MO liras worth of public works at;d 

lariuiu; Vhh!. wlii.a mr daily benefit to the ta, and nonce they arc tei that extent butter 

..II than tla-v were he fore or than tiiey would i.avc hevn Intel they not hciui compelled in 
work, whilst the morn' ;aiu, although it canimt he c*'.imuted by figures, is no incon¬ 
siderable item 

The £ T. 1,'dUO eicsiaiiatcel lor irnlu-'rics w- re used a> follow . :— 

1 r. 

Lutiti fur hiiiltlhti; purr- t'.’it .. .. .. .. .. 

Ltieifn>, !i.*tmt iUmr-!..il.', fiam-r^. an-1 tr- ]<cui|>% w:tli ha-.- .. .. HI*4W 


(.’eitton vam (fi»r uintrUiun) . •• •• •• •• •• 220'00 

Tile-. naiW. •• •• W<>ll 

Master-w> 'km <u .. •• •• 50‘00 


Total .. .. .. .. .. 603*00 


The balance, almost .C T\ 700, was used for labour on the buildings and given to 
persons who would hav had to reccivi aid in any event. For tier industries in Hudjin we 
have erected altogether four huihlinu -, two of them completed and two in course of con¬ 
struction, besides a parlially-built house and a I t inShnln. The* CT.790above indicated 
do not represent tin- actual co«*t or value of those buildings. Over G '!*. 1500 of thi 
general relief fund were used in this direction, that is to say, parties who were receiving 
aid and who would have been given o:nc kind of work n. do wen: employed in furnishing 
stone, sand, Sec., for our industrial buildings. For the f T. oUfJ set forth above, the 
Relief Committee have undoubtedly a claim to that extent on the stock and on the 
buildings, ami 1 fully approve of th property, as .1 w. ole, being held hv, or for, the 
Committee unt il a satisfactory arrangement or settlement is made n gurding this sum. The 
property is at present recorded in the name of a native, and I hold a deed from him. 
Were it not for a lawsuit which has been dragging it - slow length along for the past six 
months, I would have find the property transferred o my own name before this. 

At present these works are used to a large extent fur the benefit of the orphans, hot . 
boys and girls. Hitherto the profits have been very small, hut my hope :s that, in the not 
very distant future, these industries will apply work to nil our orphans so that nur 
orphanages will he entirely scll-supportiiik:. From next spring on, that is after May, 
some eight of our orplum children will receive enough wages to enable them to support 
L152MJ b 








1 c,.,„ „• .ho,,, win have been With us at that date, that is, in the industries 

ioin&cUct,. ^ouu i u vjrplus of earning*, after 

Stftritf Intents -I....' is. provide,1 the Arnw*. Relitf Cottttttito 

£&&&*#& - - msp ^ m 

purposes 1 1 uivc indicated. (Signed) • ' MARTIN. 


Extract jrom a Print* Utter- 'a Aetinj Con jut Marry from tin tier. J. C. Martin. 

Hadjii>, FfUtunry 1*899. 

Tht Mine of the property 1 i : . 1 ■•• 

md f irnishings. it would ainnunl in aLui t £ ) . ., 


Htc C.-ii.i itU■ h.v .. vci t'ivci i. nr w. r-i-*.'. 
I I.uv 1 ii. . . .1 II- C T -110 ill... • tii ■ ' - ••"•• • 

Wficr I ti ok steps to 

refu- -I to do anythin-* • " I* 

won the ease,hul tlieC tut keeps put • 


lawi'is to ihe proposal* ' 
low. a. utlv. 


aibi ct' cit'jlii '■ 
the Br.-.iv.' Die. 
in o.tff i: Unt’ 

ut thi- •• ‘imtry. 
-*■ nc lkiv-i 


K utnakmti 
avt". 1 Hunk, 

..itlier- 

! ■ rooertv in 
•nment ba»l 


..’il i * use 
*. upper 


' ' •’ 

i*ii oovtrv or • ftim ifi, 1»-- cr.uM not -d. u • • .. 

,|j v aiii.r 1 *• Ottoman hud or .• i ii tov.s l' ‘ 

el'.;, ' In, Lit property h. hU .ev, ' 111 ... '•'."'Jiy;. , I'/®,. 

, iUl ' 1 , xviiut *b: itudion really i« in tnr- r^pect. • >• { »- m 1 

1 , • to -ry t« complete our huiliiiii.s- ; tni. ; i. *•-■'■ . • * 

.. ..I .1 - dl"!.:..- ■' ..(;«•*>'; , 1 "TiZr:, ' . . . Ml* 

i, Ihe mi us" ^eottou stuff) dopart nont not iccupit 

1U ntosci uphnmisi * 1 auk just now, hut tho 

• I 

i trust ll • will.■ nice, the nig department utsu ■ mu 

. , I.Uel.e! ill prnntulile H.h.Mry; >„ • :i .1 lu» h, ee. t. dead -• ••• «• , * 

... ..Mni I res •„ ill, Kurt'..-. III.,I ore awnn,.. i'.i; ’ll . I-I •.«•«'• 

• tit, In the tout f a coup! , ■ '« ■" ti it v i l“™» 

.., uj, tl.i- .q, .:rt„lent That wouldI ihiiii, »«ty -: - *;*»? '' oa ''^' 

• pinner.-, wool e.-.idtrs, combers, &c. Vnr t.ic • :■ •'> l ‘—'- I ' . . 

and we intend to set •.'tray more a- -„„ii ;u we can, pioviJtd «; r .. 

„„t The mantis department, ut present, tfives .tcadv eniidoyincut ti 

persuus. , imi . to make, liy May or June we ouydit t. hr., M or ten 

mod rags r idv to send to Kttglattd. I shall la v. ry Ithtd .1 the;, cat. • " " >*» '» 

,t. u vou iu'licalc. The mas we are mukine now are real y very ^o.iu. ...i . .i.tal.k 
dyes, ami well woven, designs regular and edges even. A little overseeing oas iroua i 
ibout a vast improvement. 


>,> .V. O'Conor <o the Afrtri/utw 0 / .S alixbu ri/. —{Urcr '■'<! I"- 1 •' ) 


uitiinthwiil?, ?<furl '29, lSOD. 


ly I N’ t .m(imiiition of ;i. u.-.puteh .No. V.V .)«. if 22u l instant, f • If 

. pit , . i,\- ,,i a f.irtlu r ■ liom Her .Majesty » Un-ul a .. . 

. 1 ; .... 1 ,. IMretreh of Alltoell. vloeh - ,1 more 


reckoned, on 1«> support fir 1; a* oppose! Iw Russian iallu would plneo tlio 
majnrit.y in tiny general Council of tin* (Jr.vk Orthodox Chmcli in R’.t'siau hna.ls, ami 
would tend to causi* tin* •m-i-al j.;?lic*y of t'. it Church to lie directed in future from 
l‘ct rush mid i wh"r thn;i w litli • l’mft Cons!;mtino])lc. 

I lmvc, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 


WITH 

ippr-intmcnt 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 51. 

Consul Richards to Sir N. 0*Conor. 

Damascus, March 18, l R l)9. 

• •it •• 'lice to my hsputch No. 12 of the s th i 1 .stunt, vcporCn. tlu* 
>i *.i‘ 4 r. "vi.**.i i .*■»‘ i- hi nnts of the (ir«vk Orthodox I'airi-ovi ; *, I 
hi- iu t; your !• •.cell ium that I ho Synod ml Ivlcutoral C hi ••• 

pic i,.rr cl 'ven nniti «-!’ eaudidatca torch silo i to 

.1 thron •. i’h.s . will 1 • stiht. itlrd to tin- l%»rt•. oi l • U . ••m hMy. lo 
. h .vth.:. ’ or; . , -h .dd tliciv !»<• ny, will he • r.wd h< •’ h. It 
*; 1 v up rctuiu* i,. 1 • . wliio tip* • i• •: • i**i» will tri\< , 


n .* I’alrimvhul ihron *. Thi 
♦In* alacc, wht it ••hji'cl?»uni* 
, 1.11 .i*t ju ally up return* 
in- thahly. iu ahout i<* , i y 
l am liivf to o'.tler.M t 


l :i*m jivci t > t . • •••ry nil' '*riiy, that it is :ih*.ust v:uui -a 

■ 

cm i.i.il'*. jj'- i.' m*:. in tin.- “>«• . I ;r.im tin ri , li , -i*)u> -1.»* utral 

■ K'iiit t ' 1 view, mo..M 1 i 1 x*."* 1 »i• 1 1*t i hoitu*, !iit»ui:li ii. tif ff.it* r of ii.w*:i;vMial 

• • I »\vm<‘ t . 1 ' 1 O '*- -.Ml ;’ -M .I hy ot!ic;s. Should X\ gl*. b t:. i!» ' *s i JO fJ'M't • !, it 

I»* c*• 11s h n <! a very .’ i for »’i* >';■ riap ;* > i; «>pp »'•*.! to Ilf Cjvek 

/fiction, and * tjually o lor Uiwsiac liplomat;’. iullmunv, which has sltvmioUHly 
ujjiporlifd the former throngliout 

\Vilh p'tVnMUfe * *h* a{*p iutment •<! Mm .Malflteos as Inruui teivus ol tho 
itriarehatp, I may in* ;.;i m thu; i: w.t- nuiin'y < up i < Hip iis|.atc!i from tli>* Synod 
hr,.* to < oustnnlin ; .V, ■* lw * i , **n :ly-;voi\i«;.1 protests rnldivsspd, the one. to tif 

h.iunn himself, ami Hi r. .'>■■ umnd Vizier and t!»•• Minister of .hf.ticn and 
Ui ljgion. U would, appear thal .In- * ll’nift of those , i-i. t- ag:»i'.st loroigft (mail 
Hellenic M ) iiucrfprcnce wilh !.• i\vp rxeivisp ol (iivf. religious liln-ities aud rights 
in (his See was pmphasi/cd i»y action »*.k •:» siinitltaui mssiv hy ;lf Hip ian Ivr.u assy 
m Constantinople. 

L have See. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


Indosim* 2 in No. 51. 

Me mu rand urn by Mr. Work. 

I'llK inllucneo of the (Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople in the directioja of 
11'.e Greek Orthodox Church It: the Cast hit- h <-i; hither: ) practically predominant, 
since the division between the Eastern and Western Churches became permanent, in 
\.t>. 8Q3. For six centuries Hi • Hussian Church was governed hy Mi trojn’ituns 
dependent on the Patriarchate of Constantinople, until the Czar Theodore established 
an independent Patriarchal throne at Moscow. The : . ‘ Kmperor is at pr*-M*nt 
the sole Head of the Russian Church,both in a spiritual aud a political sense, although 
ecclesiastical alVairs are managed hy a Synod; this stale of things dates Iron 1700 
■ Peter the Great). The Russian Emperor, it* i* true, assumed the character of 
Protector of all the Christian- belonging to the Greek Communion in the !mt 
If acknowledgment of a layman like tin? Emperor as the spiritual Hoad of He* r arch 
• ■xtremdy repugnant to tin* religious feeling- of the i-/istern Gnsdcs, ,v tyiwcver, 
nuch the Orthodox Slav populations have relied upon Eu-sia to free them r *m the 
yoke of I dam, the Grc«*l : .itrinobute liere, although it Ins conuetfd with ilu sin 
from time to time, has over been desirous of retaining il-s j iE' .ml ind p i i nee raid 
Is jurisdiction iti ecclesiastical matters over the other Orth lax ‘ommundies of this 
•ountry. In Kmimania, S«*rvin. Montenegro, iu Bosnia am* t Err/egovlua, the Patriarch 












«,r CwixtiUitinojil. Hit'.- i »•• jlk.Tlm’tiroeU 

Svuum’ a «; :1- •' :■> I'-t ; :» = ‘ ' r 1 "O' 1 1 " ,uf . 

reduced even if not :di.i-.Mlin-dot .. 1 ilu-r.-. ... ... . 

The Orthodox lt.tritm-1 do l.rro S tli. o . ,<tnv«a»t< " • 

>•1 • . ; » 

of the rt'suity it.. 1- =r ... influent- In' !«► hitherto 

■ iP§gf 31 WHM 

’ 1 V l . . ..... . ill the Ounctl, 

n l ; ‘i ' ;; ’ ■ .. . .. I 

V" 1“ I ' ■ • .r 1 t'..u I’nirhn-ehnti of 

r' '■ •' •... ..’ ‘ r: 

• . •’ ,.• *. ; ; #1 , ... . ;:*»• Em/ixn Czar. 

< * ri: 1 . ' Y. 7 . ,... . :.i‘\\W In the abolition <*l 

. . , V' ‘.V* . .. 5 v . s, -t.der iiio anathema of tin 

1 ‘ ... t \x eidcdly averse to 

. y ' 1 . ,l ’. 11 .’ •' .i ti» . t i iimi* bv i»u.«s*nn 


-;• •• . .. ... ... . . . ; . i: n linn- to time by Russian 

wttliiin. • • . j , * .. u .j K c *„i ', : ,x done its work, anti the 

agents, o . • •' ... ,. • ;.i •, . a Kulgnrinu nation, now 

Russia.. < .1 t . • - l . 


... n • 1 . . • • - * ; . , • I - ir maio’nal propaganda in 

r 1 v.-,- u..^ w mi.v 

. .it.. mii.i - : ii; t . , .a; V.-v':■ ■■ ami il* •• ■ *’ 

i’n7'7'i '■ : i: ■ . r. li; ' . --. r 

Macedonia,nm! tor tlml l.y a cluing the mi.' *w i tinnalily will im.lit at to- 

.xj.ri.M- ol « * •* • » .' ' ' .'I .7 Ul ;.-. i-., pi. •.«(.; it. Ruli^uia would, 

jiiiubtnut of tin* M’lUM.t, 11.« • l! i '. c ‘ . * . .til.,.. 

• loiiblb’Ss, lm ■ her own Synod, and :.no;ln-r voue ill the i. mnnl ^.ould lx- .it n^u • 

lmM, n;.,.r tlutl tla- wl.il-i ti. O.at tl.t- .ml c-mmuml.v of A.itlwl. 

si,. 11,111 lam- ilii-ir iia!,-|--aa>i.ar in liw i-i .:!•»>. a? * ■ . i':Ut-i.-.m-li, is »"« ’"'""‘j 1 '"' 

..... ,i„. ,.,,,1 in |;.:..>,a , s iiiliTVontion. It Is mt'-i-i-stmj; to n«t«- tl'-l 

Mi*h-"|.!'!:t:ui «r*(.’y|a-iis i- ,l.-|i.-i-..l.-t.t im-i. t'i (s; '\1)\.M IU.0CK 

Con* tail linn ji!c, March -7, IMHt 


No. 52. 

•Sir .V. •>'( ■' I In SI -rt/Mf.-.' t Sa'isti ' (/.Vr.-i.W April -i.) 

Conul^utiuojilf, March t!t\ 

1 lii'iM ilia iia-I.j.i-il a ■'> ir-a. tier Majesty’s Acting Cmisjtl at 

Ki-M-riiiiin it will la- S.-.-II tl.ai'civat ilisti'. s- [avvails in that vilayet, anil tlial avl m 
IIIIIIU-V I'm- till- |.ui-i*lia-(‘ .,( see,I earn i- very m-.e ally miuireil if fa.i.i.a- is tn . 
averted. Cnlimel Massv >lans that the relief linn! at h:. i!i'|«wal !| as slirilhk n .,11/. 
besides -MU. lving t'. Ills credit at Cniistanliiie|de. TI e.e am. are nmte inadeijua.e 
l„ meel the emergency, and Colonel Massy ai, orals for r.i.lner remittances. With 

501)/. ill Ifaild the seed ilislriliiitioii could he started innneiliateh. 

I also inclose eonv of a despatch from Her Majesty s \ iee-( onsnl at 'an. i la- 
condition of this vilayet appears to he more promising than that ..I lira-mum, reel 
considerable sums have been allotted by (iovcnimcui for the relief of the more needy 

'‘""captain Ma.i.isell states, hoivcver. that further r-ii.-f is argenlly needed, an I the 

r.OII/. ivldeli voiir I Isliip has enabled lue (In yom toll-gram No. 10 ol r _ ■ 

instant) to transmit to him will doubtless aln.i-.l very weleome assonam-. Hot a 
perusal of the melosed despatches produces In inip.ession that funds arc slt.l more 


OH 


needed at Krzeroum tliau at Van, and 1 trust that [ may be authorized to remit, 
without dolnv, to Colonel Massy the Tew hundred pounds be requires for s.*ed 
distribution, should the funds at the disposal of the Relief Committee permit. II no 
money is available for this purpose, i would suggest tliat Captain MaunscU be 
instructed to remii m ir>rtio!i of the 5b0/, •-'"^nt-d to him to his eollcagUO at Erzeroum. 

1 have, Sec. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Iuciosure 1 in No. 52. 

Acting Consul Massy to Sir O'Conor. 

(No. I t.) 

ji|j r> Krzeroum, Match IS, 

1 II.v\ r. the heuMi. to iuel* se n rRateri* lit showi’ ’ >*• "• M ‘ v ' '* !,, ul 

expeitili il in tvi'ef aperati ui> iu ; bis p ' , inee since 11 • dist ui’haucv until tb«- pre.-fd 

date. . 

It w : ll be seen Mutt the balance in h; ml : II. ir. me o irvll III eonq 

the "Lent \\: it .till prevailing, that wo lie it;i‘ t 'oimt 
at piv. u. v t t tin- tiia • h hud app: •' : when 

I'ortheoini , if it is d« ir<*d t- .7 id t rtain p, :-sii 

applicate •• in-, h.i.r: • b t * m • i ’ Cluv'• o ' - ■ • 

i Cbnmbi « f 1 1 Ibzcr-Hiiu M ; ' iy \\\"' rdurn-d fr<»m a 

. thi- ji.'ovbif . The , iefme drawn by l. : i: » f »»«•• - tale if all places 

di- piviiii..; ■ re f..v us wliust- work lie . i.a these parts. lie assures 
r.vn in ti’:i , ' , U rb'tir Die massacres. 


further distribution 
for spring sowings must be 
i-x* winter Alreadv many 


lire 


Tin 

six weeks' ' 
visited is, ii 
me that tb 
Thegiva f < * ;• ;. 

h 

bri^ai..Is ' : h:- ' tin . \ ’ 

the ii it 

teuqior.uy iviuitml. iMoreawr, tb 


TiitV’.o si y .J : ... ji: •vail-. I understand that 
flu- K.u.!■ I V, iv tlu- St It i- even worse, tlu-se 
]> left by ir. e *!’ <• m . In • any |»lae s, 
air ad* 1 vi . b ■ t'i ■ •:iU-i earn, for it • 
tl) taxes is aft udi 1 with barbarim 
i the 
none. 


!, !'*' I 

in dividual, Unis' having little lma.- h’-iiu: forced to pay for those who hit 
Mlie short-sighted, ignorer: j.olicy of ihu- I • 7 : ib- wl-dr Christi;u population 

must end i:i disaster, as the Kurds pmetie.dly pay -«t'• i.• • ■, and tans tin* local 
exchequer presents a iainti ,uan'.iiy during the great.a- part <T the year. 

| lie poverty v.hi; ’i n .nil • is > • giea; (brouglumt lb rural population, that we 
still hesitate to give out !ln.- ' w j. leh in our hands, t nl -s some further aid 

he soon ibrtl.eomin famine in tin- autunm m l siurly i d! '... Had we now a tew 
hundred }iounds wb r- with to provide set d, this would !;•• avnaed. aud. the whole state 
of tltese un! appv pi.mple would improve. 

MY shall he asked f.-rsonu* gimr:ui!:*i- that tin- tax •■nil..;-and Kurd, will not 
relieve the | opl »d' all we distribute. My Hive.- years’ continual^ experieneo in relief 
duti-.*' ic\U it- til’d no siieb guarani. 7 ,• »'silil- i 1 ' relief i.s distributed hy uahv 
agents, but if such distributIon :»■<■ made by Consuls, personally, or by other 
Eur-:pea a-: • it . neb a> iniY; e.:i s, inported by ('•«..--ular inltuenee, there is no 
fear that any pari of it will be ta!-:m:. ’I’ie reasons are apparent, the native agent 
commands no respect; tirsf i’ village p'.-li'*** must have their share from him, then 
tl..- bead ..r tb- vtll.-.g . •; n a-ally a M* ! ; , iiiu- be afidled. The agent’s family, i. 
not in actual need, is large, all hi - relatives must a t so artbiug, Hie; is only fair, 
ly in the agent* l slit, aud he nms mj 
him . : 

this, even, is unfairly d •«■, :».s tb nativi i 

the tax eolloetor and Kurd, uucb by :.:.y 
Anncnian agent, upj • ar for their bare, whi< 
bands on in tl.- village. Had the funds been 
Europeans tlm whoht amount would have reaela-.l 
collect n- would not lie.ve dared to i ueb >*:: frueti 


what remains of our funds, but 
.•.it t uit »• unbiassed. Eventually 
fear or feeii’.ig of respect for the 
:»i t, .em-rally of all they can lay 
distributed ircutly by one of us 
: • in-edy, while the Kurd aud tax 
n of what we had given. At least, 
this is my experience after ehve open three \evr-. of tb wend, n the Vdauo \ iltiyet. 
Not one p tiny ofmjr funds wn • toueli d. 

Tin* local authorities know well that you nr. tb*- o an<l tliat you know 
exactly wing has been given out and, in fear of the c t s. • . they will not allow 
it to be toueli- d. At the sumo time, while thus travelling to distribute, Opportunity 




i 











U. ,iv,.n for personal nennnintam* vritb §.1 offieW* M 

uaas rarss? «K»nsrLs s 

distributions I. ma.1., os lor os po-s,, e ,brort v, am J!,j.Va-v Un* as to 

1 »*> ul '" ,1 {W U .I*°” 

,5 lli- m AVI.ittoll Hod n„.ro,or o total of 5001., v... «o».M bo m o 

Si^" ^ Jo’““ abtrt sood distribution to bo ,.... .. tl.« nudt.no of tbo snow ... 

'"o.or tbro. no.oks.r rf ^ ,. v ,,. oorry ,.„ voj.r 

ExoelUmov’s oriliT . at personal o„vo ionoo, sl.onld my opinion lie shored ns to 

^f^^TyXXint Sin, that no mind bomb- 

iSS S#5 '±^j^stjaat 

tin..' to bandi.Ti.fln :f o«<" t ntfl.t. , ...... . iovrr- 

I an. now d-votim? niys-ir to 'bis i.on, .oping 'hat I may <» able to oyer 

com., local dillieultics l.y itagnm. 

(SionedJ ' P. IT. H. MASSY. 


hiclosmv 2 in No. 52. 

' [riunramturn of Expenditure nf the Armeniii, Relief Committee from A ptild, 1898, to 
January 1800. 


1 ulv—Villn.'P (.r KlirMii 
Auir -t <—Village "t ISiiiltourt 
\jtr.l uml May—Vtl'n;;** ■ t IV*<?n .. 
M:i\ -Villa;!'of Kl»W»tO«in .. 

\;• I:! tul Dtri-nii r— Stintin' ;■•>■* .. 

•t — Mry.i'roufa— Miimiuw; virk (it it' 1 


lv\M-mliiur.- — I)i r* miter 1 «'.»*> l*» April lHUb 

Kvt. if!' ! ...i&nnury llKft t»» i • •• • ■ kl ’ M ,if > 


(.'mliu in luutd 1 mil Mou lt. I (alww* ' 


reditu received in IK'li March. Ih'Jli 


tu'C'tutii 'if £T. 200 which will he r 


T have, &C. 

(Signed) P. II. II. MASSY. 


Erzcri'inn, March 19,1WM). 
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Inelosure 3 in No. 52. 

Captain MaunsrH to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(a\0. 10.) 

Sir. Van, March 13. 1800. 

i HAVE tin 4 honour to report tlml thegeneral state of security: of this vilayet has 
been most satisfactory during the past four months, and not a single outrage has been 
committed on I he Christian imputation. 

This is of course in a great measure due to tin* deep mows of winter, which 
prevent lifting of cattle, and general movement of the population. 

Hut still there is no doubt that the feeling between Christians and Moslems has 
considerably improved, especially in Van town; and it is only the advent of 
revolutionary Armenian hands tlml will he likely to destroy this good feeling. 

I can hear of uo revolutionaries now at Salmas in Persia, and from what I a u told 
hv I he Vali and other oliioiftls, tin* Turkish (iovernmont lias arranged, by bribing the 
Persian officials, to insure early information of and suppression of any baud-: maki eg 
their appearance there. 

I* titers arrive, however, from revolutionary committees in Tiilis and i am afraid 
from t - :i cjuarter, there is N.,me danger of descents being made i:i.*i this country. 

I o- airmails these letter. mention that tie- liussians aiv collecting troops and stores 
at i iilis preparatory to a spring campaign, but so far I have been mmole to obtain 
any eoniinuaiion ol ihesi rumours. 

riiodistrii'iitioji of relief is progressing favourably, and beyond three or four deaths 
irom stun arum s n. • si.\ weeks a^<», no others have since occurred. 

further relief, however, is urgently needed, as the prospects of harvest are still a 
long way olT. 

The (loverrwnenl have allotted a sum <>f 2,001)/. to this vilayet lor the distribution 
of seed to villages in need of relief, and n .Mixed Commission has been appoint' d to 
superintend the distribution. 

The Vali asked my advice and assistance, and 1 have promised to assist him with 
any informat ion 1 possess or can gather. 

Money has also arrived from other vilayets for tIn? payment and muinlc,nance of 
thi 1 troops here. 

Until the arrival of this money the. Government were in great straits to obtain 
wheat for the* soldiers, and were obliged even to borrow a small amount of wheat from 
our relief fund store to feed the men. 

Wheat has now been purchased from Hussein Pasha’s store, and lias been brought 
in here. 

This has reduced the price of bread so far, 10 paras an oko. 

l'rom the fact that the (Government always go to Hussein Pasha for purchases of 
wheat, I think there must In- truth in the rumour that this store was not hoarded entirely 
for his private benefit, but by order of Zckki Pasha to act as a granary in the event of 
a campaign this spring. Although outside this vilayet, I may mention that the Vali 
told mo yesterday, aiul 1 have also heard from other sources that things were not 
going well at Jlitlis, and that an Armenian had been murdered in the town. 

To obtain truth of rumours in this country, however, the only satisfactory’ method 
is personal investigation on the spot. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) P. 11. MAUN*SELL. 


No. 53. 

Sir A’. O'Conor to the Afartjucss of Salisbury,—{Received April 5.) 

No. 157.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , March 29, 1899; 

l HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from tier Majesty’s 
Consul at Angora reporting the purchase of transport animals in the Konicli district 
to the amount of 10,000/., and the departure of recruits from towns in Anatolia with 
.Sulonica as their prohahh* destination. 

As your Lordship will have seen from Mr. lUunt’s despatches to this Embassy of 
the 20th ultimo and 24th instant, copies of which were sent to the Foreign Ollioe 






from Salomon, the recruits who have already irived at that purl during the current 
year for service in Macedonia number upwards of 1),0U0, and Mr. Rlunt’s last- 
mentioned despatch heals testimony to the extensive military preparations now 
proceeding within his district. . . 

These despatches .and information which reaches me from other quarters pointing 
to military activity throughout the Empire show that the Government arc strenuously 
preparing for possible eventualities. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) X. U. O’COXOR. 


Inelosure in No. 53. 

Consul Shipley to Sir .V. O'Conor. 

$j r Angara, March 2*2, 1 SOS). 

1 HAVE the honor, r b. report *: your Excellency that .'00 recruits of last year’s 
conscript ion have during the past week left for Ismidt by the following stations on 
the line, viz., \ngoiti, Malikeui, kahili, Snrikcui, and Erlcdjtk. Erom ismidt the 
above conscripts it ; s reporb d will hi sent hy sea direct to Snloiuca to fill up the 
vacancies cruised hy the situation ere.itcd in Macedonia. 

1 have further the honmr- »o report that 1 have 1.. ;. informed hy .Mr. Keun, 
ltiitM, Vie. -C- Msul -it 1C- nidi, thut th* military authorities of that- vilayet have culled 
up three battalions of rcep’its. whose destination has been variously rumoured to he 
Macedonia or .lie Yemen—in the latter ease to till up vacancies caused hy recent 
militaiy operation (hat <i i‘-t. Mr. Kcun Jurthei states that purchases .1 
transport animals are ! ring • ,:v in hi- district to tin amount of 10.4>00/. 

Among other militur niovineiits, 1 may .ration iliat it appears to have been 
d< cided that incase of > n’t ure nv.hili/ati-n tin- reserves of this provinei belonging to 

the cnvnliy and m till- .Misill. a l';,r as j.ii. formed into squadrons and batteries 

at Angora*before leaving f ;• tl ir various de*-filiations—some six ofliccrs belonging to 
the cavalry and Millcrv fr« l. the mu! of Captain downwards have been for some little 
time past In Vngnm with :• view, 1 ant told, of giving died to the above decision, and 
more I understand :.ve expected shortly. 

L am, & c. 

(Signed) II. S. 3IIIVLE\. 


No. 5i. 


Sir .V. ()'< o>W/ to Ihr Mmp:rs> ■ Salisbury.—(lit i rival April 5.) 


(No. ms.) 

My I»rd. 

1 J1AVK the honour to report that .-inc 
No. Ill of the 7th instant, I have e.gaiu 
\ i/.ii r with tlie twofold object 1' pr-ventin 

Hosed, and obtaining p rmh-hn ' r tl • 


Constantinople, March 30, 1SDI). 
ci addressing to your Lordship my despatch 
. 1 : ,!<• earnest representations to the Grand 
■ her Armenian orphanages from being 
V. dim . i’.dlu, Dimljckir, and Cliinkush 


t" 1m* vcnjM'iicd. 

The Grand Vizier told a • y t:■ \ tl, : • v.- ».;.!>■ waiting ror a report. L.m; 

the Minister of the Interior, whiili li • > . 1 ::i:y, . > sec what he could do in . . . 

matter. 11is Highness expressed nt tic* same tin e his approval of the philanthropic 
motives that inspired the establLhim .at .ml', li.uti . 

I am not without hope that tin four ;j>! . n v . hove mentioned will la 
eventually reopened, should such he th -di i; I tie Society, and 1 am glad to he 
able to report that during the last six week, no (.tie « orphanages have been closed. 

I understand that theVallu and l>iarln kir estab'.' knuul.a aic more or loss mid-r 


t!< supervision of German missionaries. 

1 lake this opportunity of n , povting ihe -.od valuable a-distance which I 

have received in this matter from Mr. Oscar iSlmus, * ! I Hi' -i States’ Ministi r, mid I 


hope that he will he willing to make a joint • pi • ■ . sti ili to the lni|!«*riul (l-/ver:i- 
i lent should it turn out t!u*t my own r< presentations I eve not had the desired ellect. 


(Signed; N. R. O’CONOlt. 
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No. 55. 

Sir C. Scott to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 10.) 

(No. 97.) g ( p et „ shxirgk> April 3,1800. 

WITH reference to vour Lordship's despatch No. 53 of the 0th ultimo, inclosing 
copy of the letter addressed to your Lordship by the Armenian Rebel Committee of 
London, on the ease of Armenian refugees under order of expulsion from Ruasw. 

honour to report that while carefully abstaining ftoin saying anything winch woul 
,. ivc the appearance of an unwarranted interference m a question under discussion 
between the Russian ami Turkish Governments, the question put and answer Si'™ 1 
this subject in the House of Commons afforded me an opportunity of iwkmg Count 
Mouruvic’ir, in the course of private conversation, what was the present position of these 
unfortunate refugees, and the result of the negotiations reported ... the press as having 
been carried on with the Turkish Government in regard to their repatriation. 

Count Mouravielf readily answered that it was clearly impossible to pcnmi ho 
continued rcsideneo in the Russian provinces ol this large l.odyot loreien relugt.es, liut 
tint their forced repatriation had been suspended until spring, ami the Lu-sian Go'em- 
mon 111 ad ineadUm e been in communication with the Turkish iiotonuneat and 1,,^ 
secured from il an undertaking .that tiro refugees should be returned in satet) t their 
houses, and protected in them against the Kurds. 

I have, etc. 

(Signed) CHARLES S. SCOTT. 


No. 50. 

Sir A T . O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 10.) 

(No. Mil.) Constantinople. April 3, lb9i). 

■ rVwK the honour to transmit herewith extracts from the Turkish press, 
according to which a proposal of the Anatolian Railway Company lor the extension of 
tln.il, svsioni bus received the .approval of the Porte. ... , .... 

'ihe nroicct in question is said to involvo tl.c construction ul two lines startin', 
from Konieh, the present terminus, or, according to the “ lkdaiii, front Angora mid 
lCmiieli respectively, the northern line to run to Kraeroum and l ivlnzond, and »• 
southern linr to extend to B«si«h, passing through Adana and the Valley of the 

Euphrates. ^ * iu tll0 press, 1 understand that the Minister of 

Foreign VIVnirs denies llmt any project of the kind lias been before the 1 orte for their 
consideration. It is dillieult to understand how the money could he raised fur sin h 
extensive operations without a high kil,.metric guarantee being eoncetei l j tlo 
on man Government, and, in view of the heavy lnmlen—amounting m laid Jems to 
not far short of 1,0011,0001—already home by .hem ... respect of existing lines, it s 
hi-lilv improbable tlmt they will assume fresh responsibilities ol this kind. 

" il m . lv ,vull he, however, tlmt the German Company is securing its pnoi right 
const met' t'liese lines, so as to he able to resist their being laid down hy rival Companies, 
such us the one headed by Count Kupnist. ^ k ave ^ 

(Signed) ' 1 N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 50. 

Extract from the “ Ikdain ” of April 1, lhl)9. 

(Translation )_ inrol , lllntioll vpster.hty about the projected Anatolian line The 

Anatolian Railway Company have now asked for I he Concession for themselves for c 
construction of the lines. Their proposals are under the consideration of I 
Govern.,,e..t, and also the plans and projects as to the stations. One line is to 
I1.VJ3I 
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nm fiouj Aurora to Trebizond ami Erzcroum, the other from Konia lo Adana, the 
Euphrates Valley, and Busmh. 

The time for the construction of each section has been fixed. The trains on the 
Angora line are to he ready in two years, and on the Konia line in five. 


IncloBure 2 in No. 50. 

Krtract from the “ Send ” of March 00, 1899. 

LE projet d’un chcmin do fer par taut do Kohich pour about i v a Erzcrouin ct 
Trcbi/omb* d’un cote, et dc i'autre, on passant par Adana et la Vallec dc rKuphrato 
jusqii’-’i Bussomh, sent it a I’ctudc. 

I n terme de deux atis serait ueeorde pour le prolongcment ou I’onibrancbeinont 
de cos lignes, cn memo temps ijue puurlc commencement ties travaux. Kn casdc non- 
execution dc ccs clauses, I<* Gouveruoir.ent aumit lc droit do saisir tout le materiel on 
possession de la Socicle et lc eautiounement dc C T. 40,000 a ddposcr s'i la Banquo 
revieadrait au Trcsor imperial. 


In closure 3 in No. 5(J. 

Kctract from the “ Send ” of March 30,1899. 

L EXSEIGNEMHXTS complementaircs sur le projet dc chcmin de ferdont nous 
avons parlc bier, ct conccrnant deux iitpics partant dc ivonich et aboutissant: Pune a 
Trcbizondc ct Erzcrouin, ct l':.utrc h Bassorah. La Societc dcs Cliemins dc For 
d’.Anntolic sc portc concurrente pour i’ohtention dc la non veil.* Concession. 

I.cs propositions soumLcs au (louvernennmt Imperial out etc approuvecs parlc 
Dcparicmcnt competent, dc sortc 'pic le> plans du trace, dc memo quo les rapports 
topographiques financiers, scraicnt on voio uc preparation. 


No. 57. 

Sir X. O'Coiwr to the Mitrqvcss of Salisbury.—(Received April 10.) 

(No. 104. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople , April 0, 1S9J). 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul at Er/oroum respecting military matters in his district. 

Colonel Massy reports that rumours arc current that, the reserves are to be called 
nut at Si van and to be sent to M: c.doniu. lie bears, also, on good authority, tlmt Zckki 
the General of the 4th Army Corps, is about to raise a force of mountain 
infantry in all the mountainous districts of Kurdistan, on the same principle as that 
now being raised in Dcrsiin (t ec Colonel I’ousonby’s Report, No. 12. which accompanied 
my despatch No, 152 of the 29th ultimo). 

As your Lordship will observe, Colonel Massy refers to (lie doubts entertained 
of Zekki Pasha’s loyalty, ami adds that his own observation leads him to believe that 
many of the .senior and Staff Officers of the dth Army Corps are disloyal to the 
Turkish Government. 

According to Colonel Massy Zckki Pasha is suspected by many of harbouring the 
intention of some day setting himself up as an independent ruler, and it is thought by 
collie tlmt lie would court Russia’s aid in this undertaking. These suspicions appear to 
lie based on pure conjecture. 

The question of Zckki Pasha’s loyalty has already formed the subject of various 
despatches from this Embassy, and in particular l would refer your Lordship to my 
predecessor’s despatch No. 32-* of the 10th December, 1897, forwarding a Report from 
Cuptuin Mnuusell of an interview with Zckki Paslui. 

The sinister designs attributed tu that General have evidently so far found no 
credence at Yildiz, where lie is apparently still in the. highest favour and thoroughly 
trusted by the Sultun. 


In his Report above mentioned Captain Maunscll says: “ I am convinced that Zckki 
Pasha’s intention is to hamper the Kurds ns much as possible in order to make the 
Kurdish lianiidich organization ;us perfect as possible in view of war in the near future 
with Russia. 

“ He is a very determined man hacked by Palace influence, and intends to carry 
through this policy regardless ot all obstacles. ... I do not think there is any truth 
in the report that he intends to set himself up as an independent Prince in Kurdistan, as 
he lias neither the capacity nor the immediate following for such an enterprise. 
I made careful inquiries at several points, hut could find no confirmation of the 
rumours.” 

Colonel Massy reports the opening of the Tiflis-Kars Railway as far as Alcxandropol 
on the 17th February last, and In* understands that the whole line will he ready in May 
next, and that before very long it will he extended towards the Turkish frontier to Sara 
Kutnush. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) X. R, O’CONOR. 


Inelosure in Xo. 57. 

Colonel Massy to Sir X. O'Conor. 

(No. 15.) 

Sir, ICrjseroum, March 20, 1899. 

1 HAVE the honour to give your Excellency the following items of information on 
military matters. 

I have it on good authority that it is Zckki Poslm’s desire and intention to raise a 
orcc of mountain llamidieh infantry, on the same principle as that now being levied in 
the Dcrsiin, ns soon as this force is organized, in all other mountainous districts of 
Kurdistan where it is impossible t«* raise a force of cavalry. This is noteworthy when it 
is considered that many suspect Zekki Pasha of lutrheuring the intention of some day 
setting himself up as an independent Ruler in these parts. It is thought by some that 
lie would court Russia's aid in this daring undertaking, and it is also said that both 
Zekki Pasha and the principal Kurdish Chiefs are already hound to Russia. This is mere 
conjecture, however, the exact truth of which it is practically impossible to discover at 
present. 

There are various rumours current as to the calling out of reserves and as to 
measures to increase the army. It is said here that the reserves at Sivns arc to be called 
out and sent to Macedonia. 

There is another report that some 200 battalions are to he formed by the calling to 
the colours of all men now exempt for such reasons as being only sons in families 
dependent on them for support and other privileges. This again, although l have it 
from a military source, may he only rumour. I mention these matters in ease they may 
serve ns confirming information from other sources. 

A German cavalry officer is expected to arrive at Frziujian shortly, to he attached 
to the 4th Army Corp in connection with the training of the regulars and llamidieh 
cavalry. 1 was informed of this by the Ferik, Mchmct AH Pasha, commanding the 
troops here and on the Rus>ian frontier. He added that such measures were of no use. 
The troops required drill and musketry practice, hut, lie added, “The present Sultan does 
not let us do (hi*, he does not want it, so what are wo to d«»?” This outspoken manner 
of putting thing- is one to which one is not accustomed and from the Commander of the 
troops defending the Russian frontier these words are significant. My own observation 
leads me to believe that many of the senior and Staff Officers of the 4 th Army Corps are 
disloyal to the present Government, while it is well known that many of them are sent, 
here as a practical banishment from the capital. Zekki ’’adui himself has not been 
allowed to leave since he commands this corps,and it is said that he can never return to 
Constantinople again. 

The Military Attach*' at the Russian Consulate-General D going to bring carrier 
pigeons from Kars and establish a station here. The Ferik is said to he on the point, 
of getting some earner pigeons also. 

The Tifli>-K us Railway was opened to traffic on the 17th February as far as 
Alexniidropol. 'I he ironwork of the bridges and the rails are now being laid towards 
Kars, to whi h place the line is to he opened in May, it is said. 

The olliccr acting as Russian Military Attache here is my informant. This line will. 








in all probability, l.c continued toward, the Tinted, front,er, to Sara Kamunh before 
verv long- The Military Attache here. Colonel I’rjevalnsky, ,s to he made Ctarf of the 
Stair of "the trans-Caucasian army in the autumn. He ts • man ^ ^ 

country well and who knows everything connected with this army through 
officers who spy on their own country for him. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. II. n. MASSY, 

llrr Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul. 


No. as. 

Sir X. O'Conor to the Man/ucss o, Salisbury.—(Ilcceiecil April 10.) 

(No, iCtj.) Const,mlinaplr. April fi. 1600. 

' with reference to mv .lespatdi No. ICw .d' the tlOlh ultimo and to previous 
communications on .1,,- -ante suh.j,, ,. I have now the 

Lordship that the Minister for Koreign Allairs ml.-nns me, as the icMill ,1 tn> i> p< .itcl 
and persistent re presentations, that orders have I men sent to the Incnl aulhorilies to 
allow the Armenian orphanages at Pain, Cliinkitsh, and Du.rl.«kiv to he reopened, 
appears that the orphanage at Zciloun has not, as n-porUal, heen <l‘>scd 
assured by his Excellency, at the same time, Inal the other orphanages will not 

‘"‘"to connection with this matter 1 may state that the Catholic Armenian Patriarch, 
Mar. Azarian, lias been twice to see me. and expressed Ins great surprise at su ing a 
statement in the English papers that lu- had urged the Turkish (.overmneni to close 
11|, orphanages. Mis Beatitude denied most positively that lie had taken any action of 
the kind attributed to him, or that he was wanting in sympathy with the humanitarian 
aims of those who were supporting these establishments. ^ 

The inclosed Encyclical letter of the Gregorian Patriarch, while expressing Its 
Beatitude’s gratitude lor (ho clmritiiblo assistance received I rout foreigners, uiinuns 
upon the eflbrts made to converl Ids lloek to Catholicism, and shows, 1 fear, hat he 
relations between the two high Dignitaries ot the Armenian Church are not altogether 

satisfactory. . . 

J I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOH. 


Inclosuiv in No. 5S. 

Substance of Encyclical latter of Myr. Ormnitm, Armenian Patriarch. 

THE duties incumbent on our office of Patriarch compel us io take a lively interest 
in all matters referring In onr beloved community, above all lo watch over n. to comfort 
and heal it in trouble^provide for its wants, and ,ry to alleyiale Us sTlenogs lies,dess 
ibis, we must endeavour to lessen and simplify our wants In-tore l bs Map sly 11 1 . ultjin, 
to cull tin-attention of the (iovernment to tpieslions that must be solved and to enlist 
the sympathy of generous people and get pecuniary help to distribute to the necessitous 

We must also look to the building of churches and keep them up as far as we can, 
increase the number of schools and spread education, as well as slrtvi- lor the tnirodue- 
tion of internal reforms. . , ,._. . ... 

Our most sacred duty, however, touches our very religion and hurclt itself. 
Lately we have heard with sorrow that, under the burden of their misery, certain ot 
our community leave been persuaded to leave their Church under promises ot an 
amelioration of their condition. . ,, ■ . ,. 

Does infidolitv bring happiness r Never. Does Heavens blessing fall on n man 
who denies his mother Church r Suffering h nothing new tor us. I he Armenian 
,have received with gratitude help, pecuniary and other, front al nations. No. 
tin- Sultan does not make it a condidion of his protection that men should change their 

n Tim Sultan has ordered that Armenians should remain faithful to their Church and 
nation, our Christian bun factors have never made such a condition, and those who 


preach the contrary are not the true interpreters of the wishes of the benefactors of the 
people. Don’t believe them. Our real hruefactors will be certain to help us if we 
remain faithful In our need and refuse to be bribed to change it. I refer to my 
writings to point out to you the deplorable condition of our brothers. Wo have 
provided tor them for some years out of donations received, we have fed the hungry, 
and have i-uili orphanages. Humanity bids us to continue in this way as long ns misery 
exists. 

If men of other religions show ue! generosity, how much more should the rich 
and professional men amon ; us work for the good of their distressed brethren. Love 
your Church and your brother;; and help them. How shall wc describe tiiose who, 
belonging to a branch of the saint .1 ligion, try to*sow the germs of Catholicism in the 
hearts ot our brothe rs, pr« tt eding that there is no dilh renee between their Church and 
ours* If so, nil) try and convert n- t • thvirsV \\Y have kept our rites intact, have 
modified nothing, bn! hav- preserved the traditions of our lathers, and we can only 
complain of those who have dar- ) n- cor". • . the i.rd - of our 1 |o|y i'a there and to change 
the p.M . pis of the Churc!:. They wish for r. united t Suircii; let them remember that 
ours was a united Cuurch fotimied in Jesus Christ. 

'I In- hint' ry «»f otir Church shows how we hav- always . n leavoin* d iiold iViendly 
relations ’..iili o'.her <’: nrclu , and May , orions a religion nut's is. I beg \ou !■- remain 
steadl'a-1 in '! is taith, loan hd hy o..r St. ib. alwa . .. consolation for air trouble* 
and ivstiir m It .• tIn* a . is of the Sultan. And I iavin Arehbid.ops ami Dish ips, 
priest." mid \ cars :n; , Heads ot Convent in help to k.rp the weak in the right path, 
and preach l ie trail' to them, and \ .• a. : • ;',t.. • \ !ui have strayed tr mi the mother 
Church i relur. . ' i pr« -e:\e thc"lb* udaiious of lit. Ap^tolic Church laid by 
St. i.-iriiioionii'v. .. « >uiitin- I by St. iin jury the Illuminator and preach'd l>) his 

ilese- iivlams. 

March Hi (28), 1800. 


No. 59. 

Tin Marques* >t Saiixln., y {„ sir .V. ’OCVmoi'. 

(No. s;;.) 

Sir, horny r Cjfic,, April 15, 1891). 

I 11A \ I. received y.*ur L.vecliene\'• doputch bo. 105 of the lit h iustanf, reporting 
that you had !•• at informed hy L’ewiik Ihi-an that, as a result of your repeated 
ivptvM-i.iuii'ui", order lie. I been ?vut to the Iom! autliorili«\s .o allow the Armenian 
Orphana::." - : P.tlu, 'iiirdvte-h. and Piarb.-kh* lo he reopi 

I have lve.Iv. ! wit! *:»t;>f. it ion the report of tie sue. *'hil result of your 
Ivxceilc icy s eiVorhs in this neitirr. 

1 tim, t&c. 

(Signed) .SALISBURY. 


N a. 0p. 

Sir A. (TConor lo thr Marquis,. <<f Salisbury. — (Rcceiv.d April 17.) 

(No. 100.) 

My Lord, Con iunlihoplc, April 10, fSOO. 

1 II AVI*, she honour to transmit herewith t opy of a despatch from Her .Majesty’* 
Yiee-Cotisul at • 'an najicciiug tin* re; airintio of certain Neslorittn Christian.", 
amounting lo about - a I'. inilic.", who, a: i . rie l by Major Williams on the loti: 
September, 181HI ( .r ,; ir i‘. Cuiiie's de ... . i tin* bblh September in that 

year), iiMt their homes o:i the plain of (!nv\.o' and tin* neighl'ouriug villages on 
the murder of tl . .. Di.shop l»y Sheikh Sad. . ■»!. refop;.* across tin* Persian 

frontioi. 

Captain Maur.se) 1 learns from the Itev.O. II. Parry, head of i!»u Knglish Mission 
at Crinia, that these lefugecs, owing to their pi' rent <! stitute condition, intend to 
reiToss the frontier in tin* spring, ami .dr. Parry aaL*. tha*. some guarantee for their 
safety may be obtained from the Porte. 

Captain Mauns.dl states that lie dm - not think tin ,v is any lile ldmod of their 
hullcriug inconvi i-iene owing to the appatci. -n • of tin- (iu.t-i uniee.l lo concilia’■ 
the Nestoi inns. I Ic has spoken on the subject to tin Yali, who h i* promised to 









1 ake all necessary preparations in ease of tin: return of the refugees, and has 
assured Captain Maiinsoll tliat they have nothing to Tear from the Kurds, and that 
there is no need to refer the matter to Constantinople. r . 

Assuming that Captain MaunselPs representations wok; in if unofficially, I have 
approve*! Ins action in the matter. 

1 1 I have, Ac. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


In closure in No. <10. 

Capta'n \ti‘u t? <// < Sir V O ’' ’onor. 

12,) I'M, .1 arrh 20, IS'JO. 

I HAVE the honour to r pm-t that I hat- rwvivrd a li'tter (‘IfttH the .1th 

Kol.ninn. an.l r.-cm. ! '.-re <\>- \i:u •!., ' .'•!)> ft ih- It-v. ‘.II. Parry, -.•ad 

of the Kn-iif.l) Mission I Ur-aia. i .-;.-.• |Kitriatmil > mia.lwr of 
Nrst-irinn IU-.I In - this .i'av-l in I hr ailti.i. Ii ■>»•' t-mitor.irilt 

sett I- i in Per.-r .nt » . • no • i-ii i.. nn- to their i-mes <n. : hi- ule ol the 
frontier. ... 

Ylxse per ... • 'lain 'i.t.var -imI a ;roii|. .om- -n villagi , 

..mi, I :i:i.| ty..l 1" the plain " • n-a-. •• ar.jil IVrsia. on the munfar of 

heir It |, I.J SI.. .Mi Sa.lik .tenth, i . • M jot W-" ■ ■' <|.~«|»:»t. Ii No. US "I the 

Iftth S; number, l&'MJ). 

‘ ru<\.r, lie A IlMV. neither l.i:-' « U hell grows 

wor-< \cry year, mi i! y intend innkin. *t •huts to rciurn '.•• ’• ••rkev tans 

Mr. l’.MTV docs not .-tat' the c.\ •' J 1 , * 1 look 

-.lace in iH'.m”; fu! iacn'.i 1 .a . ••!■*'» lh.•; ’'• ■ i‘.-ii *'**■•* «d\islii-un J 1 * , ‘’ lurn 
. i:l. »iu gimiMi.t from the Tc.r! is!. Government 'or their -al'ety from the Kurds 
if tlicv icUirn. . .ti¬ 

ll'' ' tji’.e.'ts me to u ...ii«l ' .a mat ter to your h.xcelloney, .. ming that ir* tlus 
. i.is :ome iMinrnntc I tl: ir - let} m i » ' ! ot . tic '‘ovci * i '•> 

. anti:topic ; and l.c ;d*o usk- »c so p v nm.iily inter t myself with li e Vali. as 
ike matter refers to this vilayet. 

(Jo also states that so’dostitut' have these people now become, tha:. wu.i or 
without guarantee for their safety, they ini* mt r nt.- ssiug the • frontier this 

spring. ,n 

1 have . en the Vali on the . it>, ' «• da , and h* it men promised to make all 
'lecessai" preparations in ease of i'..e arrival ol llic • < ople. lie aasures m- they 

have nothin}; to fear from Sheikh Sadik, or the Kurds of that region. 

| U will write at once to the utessarif I’.ashkala giving Ititu instructions, 
i d will end a special officer to the did.ict \>> question to arrange mutters. 

! do not think there is any likelihood of these pmph- .eif -rinrv : neonveni-nee 
,. :» *;cem to be now tic* intention of the (’«■'■ • ame. t ; tr.*a Ne.torians 
well in order to prev ail their !>ccomiii disc >nt • •te! and joinin' the Orthodox 
Church. 

The V;iii stales that there will l»e no necessity lor him to rMer the alter to 
Constantinople as the pen, .!<» formerly belonged to this Vilayet, and thiM| 0 ' v slion of 
their return can, therefore, he settled here. 

J should think that the total nuinlier of person^ likely to return m'I nil iiIh'I 
JiOO families. 

I trust I have \uur Excellency’; approval m ihis matter. 

I have, &C. 

(Signed) F It. MArjySF.LL. 


•Sir V. O'C'.-r.or to Hit ifan/uess of Sulinbury.—(Received April 17.) 


(No. 170.) 

lly Lord, Constantinople, April 12, 1S00. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lord ship herewith copy of a despatch 
which T liaye received from lfcr Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van respecting the removal 
to Russia of three Armenian revolutionists who have heon kept at tin? Russian Vice- 
Cons u Into at Van ns prisoners sinen August 1897. 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOK. 


Inclosure in No. 01. 

(’"plain M ntuscll to Sir .V. O'Conor. 

• *>o. 13.) 

Sir, V< a. March 20, 1899. 

V VI 

i.'m- il K r. mo/, •< .<1 .• ; \ • - and Varlaii, v.!io have ni kept as prisoners 

... Hi.* Russian Viee-C- n-idat -t <• !-»• • \u ;:»• * !«97, have cow left under s-■•ort i*or 
Russia. 

These nice weiv **o*’e rued ia i’u i . dutiojtary atiav-k made at that time on 
w reclaim! i ta from the nriaun hy 11 ?R wianC nstdi 

\' >flh- i! ! the Pusr.ein Consulate since that. tune. 

They lerl two day - o v. 1th »!»•• r eort and a oavgss from fh • Russian Consulate 
for the frontier at Tgdir. 

Recently these people !?ave 1 >c»mi the source of some annoyance 4 o ll authorities, 
is fhe Uiesian Coosiii insist * .1 . »h»*?r goi* g i. the Arm-uia’! church h. re under 

escort. 

The escort did not enter tie.* ehuivh, and in ddo Feramoz hist, no opportunity of 
declaiming to lii^ com patriots. 

Mm. has I), i’ d I to send let * *rs > 1 id •, s not he; ig«> ll 1 award'd 010 
eight eiosely»wriUen page of the wrong • !' Armenia. 

L have, &c. 

(Signed) V. R. MAUN SELL. 


No. fi2. 

Sir N. O’Conor to !.h r Mh p. > of rh.///,—(/?.'.ruW April 17.) 


(N«a 170.) 

My Lord, Com thtinoplc, April 13, 1S09. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit ivwith ( .y of a de.Njiatei; from Her .Majesty’s 
Consul at Angora, rcp*»rting the am■ t at Ak Hugh . iad.-n hy the Kaimakam of 
the district of certain leading members of a sect established in that town known as the 
“ Stav rites.” 

The exact status of this small sect (according to Mr. Shipley it docs not number 
more than 150 families) would appear to be omcwliat peculiar. Until thirty or 
forty years ago they seem, while adhering in .ecret to the Christian faith, to have 
conformed outwardly to the Mussulman religion. At that time they ceased to 
attend the mosque, and have since h< en iveognixcd as forming part of the Orthodox 
Church. 

Until the incidents now reported hy Mr. Shipley they have been left unmolested 
by the local authorities in the five exerri of their religion, but the circumstances now 
described seem to point to the conclusion that a systematic persecution lias been 
resolved upon in Constantinople. 

The proceedings of the Kaimakam had already been brought to my notice hy 
Archbishup Tanbalidcs, the Chief of the Olliees of the (Ecumenical Patriarchate at 
the 1’hanar, who called at the Embassy some days ago ami handed to me a statement 
charging the Kaimakam with religious persecution on a large scale. 










I instructrrt Air. Sliii.li v t. U-.tjutrc into oli:-. •-> ■ '• "" •' 

to «,c «f >W.gn Affairs. T,v.!il. I'astu. ■: - ■ to sn.m-ofthc 

pcrswutitJU ii'lKirleil, Imt jiroiinsud l (| mijiii ■ iw,. mi the 

1 | unfctand lliui (!.<• Biu-sbii K.ni.r-s.v lm- also i ;> w’’ » tlio lotto on tuo 

sub j cct ' I luivc, &s. 

(Si S n«l) N. 11. O’CONOll. 


Indojuii: in No. 02. 

Coai.il/ ShlpUy V Sir X. O'Conor. 

(No. 10. CoitlUloiiUul.) jr«rr/( 30,1S9U. 

sir ' . . , at A'. Dn S li Minion 

i ’ ’ , V- " i ■ ■ ••• .i An-nra under escort, 

t<m„ li'iimn in. Sir . „i, m „f tiaaV-ct !«>- lire, 

gOC. JII'UI'. SllMHvlV • l. •* -U •», I<. I.."- ...... 1 . 

entered Ui->H by the I'uildsb Gnveume.... 

' i’liVv V 'i,".‘.4i'-r town "if -. 111 . Km'!ii.“I iHiilii. i.i tint name, cantatas some 
, „ . .... . •• . |,nln\ community, iwiix'n,' so 

l ■ ■ 

St un ites. Tll .1 Idstorv of these latte.', v.'ls tints nwi-MH-r ••«!»•• TOO o'' s0 " V ' I,K ,s '* 
S " n,, Tlwy rt mddy I.U« , and would n, p;* to Have matte their ^ to AW 
^o'si-nil .V:...iiS. I • . , ^ . ' 

' ' g 

Vuso,1,nil., mu a ntl.eircluldroiwlse • . . 

o at',, r'i;: bii •••’ ...i, :» mi. s a >, 

Vira.r u . olilain, ! f. In tkililiiiM- i . ..l.i.A .1 v. r. In.s i in o 

ate:.. & ; • & ■ ’ ■■■ 

M -1 vi.T lieim? Iiiaintain.ll a- lion l..r»t.:. II.- •• ■" l!l .' > 1 '• >' ..'V 1 ' ’,M , 

to ,1(1,lilt,lint In,never tl.is may In-, il s m sc,'I, , «>' In" ‘ Ami, ns wt .u, > Mim . 1 
will, Ale I Sal'll Mu,!,-n tluil sine,, tin- yon,- iili.nn ■ ;„..i , ,;.l i' ‘ , m 
S'.iiviitos coasinl t.. !.•" I„ M"s,',u'\ lull lur.o ,nl.'nn:.,Ti,',l " b 1 . T.' 
Creel; ini,aI,in,ms ,.filial town. Moreover, it w,„il„ at.|„j'.l;«,(‘ .'inblf-1 

fin-ms . ears tin- cl.isdres. of 11.-*' Stavri -i. Isa..; l‘ra-1 >,■'!>».' us.hJ to l« sb^d 

*, . , •• . .. • «,, 1 1 , ; 1 i;,,- mi. v . authorities v.'luse o> aev pi 

: --Bi 

r“,r=v s£,r Mi ; s 

sMnil'ii' V • “i 

I*..itottat -■ ■ 

:i month however, matters lttlut i. . i« 1 1 .. 

nimcar to have been brought to a direct •• ‘ • ” . 111 *.. . . , • 

One of tl.iiKO Stavrites, named llnnl.ini, laid, I an ssslnrtisei.. a'lVeu lns (lai.^l.to. 
to a Creek named Yam. of iMI.iyi.k, .. viH .■.■• m an; vimmly ..I Akl.;:, 
Mmleii. I'li.ler |.r, ;ext. Imv.. v ..tlsal tin-n.l ! i. I. | <' ■ ■ 1 to en.er into ■ 

ninriilive willi.nst Iter e.msent, ilie lie'.];.* . '. 1 , * ‘ ’ l, * > ^ ‘ ., ,A. , 

.Made,, mule,- eseniM,.el.i-lle.uMi tin- .-A on eat ‘ Y 

tssarriavo in I,:«! la I. , nii.ee . ,1,^ , i . V ; .. / ^ " Vl"'|.;V.,. . 

(llrliii", I'tliat'laMtas e Christi.ll asitl not a .Mm-tuian, Ik ill tael not lioen allowed 
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to return to her husband, hut lias been placed in a Mussulman house where, however, 
she is well treated, ami allowed to see her father every day. 

Shortly after this occurred the arrest of Mahmoud and Mustafa lleys, otherwise 
known as Ihulji Isaak and Nicholas respectively, as above reported and from the 
aceount which li:. been "iven to me of Lho matter, it would appear as if it had been 
deliberately prepared beforehand by the Ottoman authorities. The new Kaimakam of 
Ak Dagli Madeu had only that day arrived in the town lo take up his post, and had 
been met according to custom by the Cliief Notables of the district, including 
Mahmoud and Mustafa Ileys, The latter in the evening were invited by the 
Kaimakam to the konnk, :.r.d* unch ;• one )irot«*xt or another were detained there until 
midnight, when, without being allowed to communicate with their friends, they wore 
placed in a carriage and hurried oil* under escort to Yuzgat, the only reason vouch¬ 
safed to them being that it was by the order of tin* Mu lessor if of the last-mentioned 
town. 

Still more energ ti • measures, however, wert- to conus for tlu* arrest of th< two 
Notables : liovc referred to was follow'd almost immedi.! *1 y nft'-rwards by that of 
four more loading Hi.jmb ' - «-f the stavrite community, viz., Unrein KITtmdl, Dervish 
MiVcudi, Pir A glia, and Ve!i Cliaousli, whose Christian u, : ■ are laistathii'.s, Kazans, 
Sava, am! fl g«* rr* p -etively, for no .'her nmtivi. aeeortling t > my in for n: o . than 
that they had steadily persisted, notwithstantliu the persuas'u a of tl 
asserting tlicir adherenee to the Christian religion. Moreover, at a Council which was 
held at the konak the day following tin* arrest of Mahmoud and Mustafa Hoys and to 
which the Priest Kyrillos, the representative of Mgr. Uemvdus, the (Jreek Motro- 
jk>litan of (Hmiiishkliai’t*. in whieli dioi-esi* Ak I)agh Madeu is situated, was summoned, 
thi' latter on being ordered by the Kaimakam to cease his ministrations to these 
Staviiies is said t.i l;a\e ivplie.il that he eouhl not do • . They wer.* Christian , and 
as such li nt a right t . his service. He himself had given his nun sister in marriage 
to the Pir Agha (iSavn) above n-ferr. 1 (o. and on IIiom- of the Turkish Notables who 
were p'VM-nl i, _ r.pji '.tled lo by hi.a * say whether these facts were not as he had 
stated, were .Idig* d to reply in the aHiruuitivc. Kyrillos concluded by stating that it 
would he his duty lo submit tlu* matter hi. Iturareliie.il sup. i-iors. 

Such Tor the m.*. ;it would appeal t( i:e the situation at Ak Dagh Madeu. As 

regards Main..land Mustafa P- y • they were, m their arrival a i Angora, placed in 

eln-t eonliiiemont, hut Ju:.caged, nevertheless, to eouvey a communication to the 
Priest doaimcs, the tompoi iry repn tentative of the Patriarchate in this town, who oil 
imjuiring in that capacity of the (ji-venior-ticneinl TowSik Pasha why these persons 
had been arrested was merely told, in leply, that it had been done under direct orders 
from the Ministry of the Interior. This reply of the Yuli has, 1 understand, been 
duly cm o aica« *d by tl ■ Priest Joeuies to the P. tv. ' ate at Constantinople. I 
should add hat lie ’ii.e v-alios* of both my Pivneh collcvjuc, M. Pons, and myself 
was r nu.oste- by tlu- <j»e ..hi entity upon whom t’n •• <*veuts had mad. no little 
impre-von. hut ibis, under the circa;’.stances, was eou-bdciv.I by us as inadvisable. 
In view, h'lW.'Nfi, v -iivy with which I he whom atfair bad. b . • i etmduettMt by 
the T::il.Ms muhnritic;. and In’view •■.!* the appivhc '.sioii' for tlicir jierst.nal salctv 
which w. weiv assured had been expri ssed by tins prisoners thoniselves, my Prench 
colleagie decided upon sending his Dragoman to the Governor-General t » appeal t<> 
tin. lull r’s humanity that they should he well treatcil, a steji in which I concurred, 
requesting the Diagmnan at ’the sjuhc time t * add my own appeal to that of 
M. Pons. Itis ICxei lleucy was g »*d ommgb lo assure ns, in reply, that no harm 
should h« doiii* («> thfin while in hi•• charge, ami l have since learned that at Tchorbn, 
to whieli place in the vilayet it appears they have been sent, they are being well 
treated. 

If, as is generally believed by the Align Greek community, the object of the 
Turkish Government in (b aling thus with the leaders of the Stavriles is to intimidate 
the others with a view of their being ompelluJ, in cr.b r to avoid similar persecu¬ 
tion, to become converted to Ishimism. the affair likely to result in serious trouble, 
for aUltne .’i I am not acquainted with tin* town in tju viori, which is situated at 
some sevi • day distamv f-.-m Amr • i. a ul have eon q ••neely had t" depend upon 
outsM :■ uirces for my inf rnnlion, the .l ', o- whieli have been made lo me by all 
those win* have vlsfted Ak Dagli M; d« n alee!.:' ly agr *i* in one point, viz., the 
free and open c\ctvi-, by tlu Stavritf' <> r the ('br.bM-- r**Iigiim for many years 
•past. 

^lorcovt r, if iutermarria , hctwi.-o Piese Stavriles and the Greek orthodox 
cmnimmitv which, it will In* rememhei-.d, num'n rs sum i,t)(M) souD, 1 > taken plaei, 
|15^3] Y 











































u< the extent ■which my informant - assert—and this is a fact the truth of which could 
easily he elicited by independent inquiry—it is hardly possible to believe, in view of 
the threat confusion wbteh would result, that i! .•T. .l.i h authorities can be seriously 
entertaining tlie projects of wholesale conversion with whieli they ore accredited. 1 
need onl; mention to your Excellency as an Instance, that M stnfa Bey himself, 
whom the authorities are now claiming ns a Mussulman, !i**.- '.riven Ids daughter in 
marriage to a certain Miohnil. nr. Orthodox (ini• . ■ ! Al.* • '•ngh Vadrn. v.d-» h: left 
for Const-:it : noplo to Jay his father ‘n-law’s »- ‘ c. ;•-* tin- • v* hate, - tuI with 

whom, ori t; sin:.* through Angora, I ha-1 a long I by conversation. '1*' 1 °nly solution 
of this riewhat mysterious Hair, which I cos'I ag-vr : , would Ve ;h t the Turkish 
•luthoritics may have' r aivd that l!v* Stavrites, nvr.'di v- thc.uselve: of their quality as 
Christians nay in future, dectim* to perform military • -nice; hut 1 t nllv 
denied by .Miuflhii. ..ho slates 1 1: • t Mahmoud Bev's -w. "*i rpuniei •!• T-rh M: 
tr.'.ips ji their la* > ea n- i ii in ’• -r^aiv; mtl I • *•■ it* ' m stat* !• t *n n • • i- 
. i»t in 1 conversation v.hi f h:r« ha i »v i’<* ; u'ljeet with * • Excr liny i‘Wlik 
fashn, no such reason was alloyed by tho latter. 

On .tho other ha i • < 1 

uii.i-nif li.n . noth. - *' • ith ' 1 f.‘ m 1 h’.i' • • 1 ...t o.-i m irom 

Const intinople. 

i shall. • *1 rot r v. .,,t. hail to cp yo;v.- Excellency in r rud I' - y further 
lev ••:. its wiii' it tie .ii hii . . h •* ; re 1 '' i ' " rie ' ’ I •' nub! 

n 

hi ■ v.‘ *.e .lislri* I. and th:*. it ;* almu’.y b dug '• •• -si t!:al th f\ t may v.nt be 
n‘ii* y I u- -i »*■ . d* *:• a! f <r coin*. •• on ' :%-h • *•'•<• •• '■" • tian, 

, t now * I • animating **i rtain high q.nv *r- •' (' i **tanti . *plc. 

I have, Ate. 

(Signed; U ri ,;, l Y. 


Sir .V. <yConoi to Hr /jy /' burn, — (Itrcnrr■! April 17.) 


No. 177.) 

. 

.* 1 >; !.oivisitij) i-* :• •qvthjt d with tin- history th Diiaaseus-i-aill'a H.blway 

: s. i. which for *i period of years hr ; • > \-n! clovu owing to i!. •iviHing- 
•• or Inability of tho British Company which hod abld .ed it to pro. - I with Hie 
works. 

Th" agent of the Company -a Mr. Billiuv, lmt upo.i ! : . bankrupt -y same few 
, rnths ago, the illumes Ironworks Company, which had for? one Him 1 •'*. :i largely 
i 1 rested in the concern, took the matter in htr.el. and de;.n* : Mr. II .v ' pr need 
• . O-usiautiimplo and llaitlu. with a view to obtn' ling in v ' ‘erm of tho 

incession and commencing th.* actual const rue 11* si <•" t!ie li *.-. 

Mr. ilervey, in conjunction with Mr. P* m*s, i B.itls; lav.y of repute in 
Constantinople, has had several intcrviiw.s wi.i. tin- Turkish Minister of Public 
Works, and ho leaves Constantinople today under the impn^ i -n ' hut the difficulties 
in point of form arising out of the removal of Mr. Pilling, in whose name tl • . r vious 
negot 1: lions md been carried on, would sf.on !»<* overcome. 1 have, lmw- v h.>,eglit 
it well to let the Sublime forte know of . y interest in the matter, • v . • * * > i: --eh, 
who saw the '.Minister of i’uhlic M’orks by my direction. !e - ohlainci atis 'n 'ory 
isuranccs of his goodwill. Mr. Have !• • an* d me of ih • proirres f his 
negotiations, and I am givim: him my support. 

I have, .ter. 

'Signed) te. u. O'COXO!’.. 
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Sir *Y. Q'C< ■ / In t Marquess of Suliilurij.—(Received April 17.1 


Mv Lord, Constantinople, April 13, 1809. 

VOIIB Lordship is aware that the Sultan has manifested of late a desire to bring 
about more friendly relations between his Government and that of Her Majesty. In 
this spirit he recently asked for a list of pending cases in which this Embassy is 
interested, and which are awaiting solution at Die Porte. I accordingly desired 
Mr. Block to present to the BulUm's First . rotary on the 11th instant the pro-n norid 
and iuclosures, a translation of which accompanies this despatch. 

I had intended to include among our claims the long-standing demand tor 
iudcnmificatiou on a*-count "f losses susiaincd hy British subjects in connection with the 
massacres, and the inclosed statement pressing those claims was ready drawn up tor 
presentation with the others. 

Mr. 'dock, however, by my authority, and in compliance with the advice tendered 
>v - ,* hi . So’ioiary, .. »> •] *. this paper from the li>t. Ii seemed uudesirablo to 
prejadice oin pro.ipect of uhtaining a settlement on certain points by emphasizing u 
rj. r:Iculnr claim v,ith respect to which, it was clear that llis Imperial Majesty would 

, : with the 

otlu-i - v.< u!d - s. ■ hit-., tans d irritation, . 1 I thought it better to reserve i». for 
separate treatment. 

,,: kj ,.i t,i h:y before Ilis Majesty a ’u.m which could clear on 'Vitbout 
a w f <!;•.. onv ii hi;-* own’eyes, and I was puviViilarl.v anxious to obtain his favourable 
••on.M-.B-: itinu’o;' -i:-. .-ach’s request lor greater facilities than they at present enjoy 
for fee navigation of the Tigris. . 

Your Lordship will . • that I placed thi- claim at tho head ot tiie list, t dlowing 


• of 

tho 21st ultimo^'inquiring whothc; I should continue to pre.^s f-ir an extension of the 
Smyrna-A .din Railway, l thought it advisable to omit this serious grievance from 

l tU *'| ^desired Mr. Block, however, to repent to the Sultan’s First Secretary that the 
treatment which the British L mpanv had received constituted one of the principal 
grounds of our complaint*, that British commercial enterprise had been systematically 
thwarted for many years past. ^ , . , . , ,. 

Mr. Block has reported hN convcr.-aiion the Palace m the inclosed Memorandum, 
from iIil postscript «*f .vhieh your Lordship will see that there is good reason to hope 
that some of these claims may he immediately settled, and that the others will receive 
the Sultan's personal consideration. 

I have, &u. 

(Signed) N. 11. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. (it. 

Pro-memorid to His Imperial Majesty the Sultan. 

11 ERE WIT! 1 annexed i - the list of pending eases before '»■ Grand \ tolerate and 
the Council of Minisievs, for the settlement of which the irm! '• of Ilia Imperial Majesty the 
Sultan is urgently requested. Be rn!* th • th re are allairs in which the Embassy is 
interested, which are under th. <*■idera* u» of lim compoleiit Departments. Should 
their settlement he delayed, t-r the competent Departiucnts he unable topical with 
t livm, tho Ambass idnr rc erves to himself tin- right to suhmil them later to 1 !is hn]\*rial 
Majesty, in order that llis Imperial M.ii« y may ho pleased to hasten u satislaetory 
-olution thereof. 


1. Tigris Barges. 

It is natural that all possible facilities should he grunted *o Messrs. Lyneli in 
ruimin" the steamers they me entitled to use on tho Tigris, iti virtue ot the ltii|ieriul 
Firrauu they hehl, in view of the extension anJ iuiportuuee ticjuircd by the eommereial 










transactions ol those parts. Yet, though permi»'i"ii has heen frequently requested tor 
the (tompnny to u-u barges, the Iir.perial Government has not eec-ded to this demand. 
The Company's eomnieirrinl opornti ns linvc consequently heen much imjiedeil. As the 
Government must obviously npprcclute the services rendered hy tlm Company to the 
trade of those parts, it is requested tlml a favourable reply may be given to tnc request 
that the Company may be allowed the temporary «ho of barges when the river is low in 
order to render possible the transport of the merchandize winch lias consequently 
accumulated at Basra. ... , . . . . „ 

It is also requested that orders will ho given to the local authorises not to allow 
irrigation canals to he constructed with their mouth to the stream. 


2. Steum-shiji "fiiuinc," 

Klcvcii years ago, tlic English steamer “Buxine ” was prev itcil from, navigating 
notween C’oi'siantinople and Bartin, tliou-h its right to do so was established by treaty. 
The owners of the steamer pro eiited a claim U i a considerable sum as representing their 
l„. s through being obliged to r.ae hading with Bartin, and, in con: cquoiicc, to sell 
their vessel at si lienvy loss. In order tofaci’ii; te a solution of the mutter, Her .dnje.sh s 
Embus-} -iureedc din reducing their claim i«* ~Y* * . 1»5>. it is hoped that tins just 

claim may now he settled. 

Telajr (joncewion. 

By the Finnan of the ’Mb Bejel. 1"M, ami the annexed Convention, it is provided 
that should the Imperial (iMeriiKient decide in future to lay any submarine cable, the 
fact is first to l.e notified in voting <• the Eastern Telegraph Company, who thus 
possesses a preferential rigid. Yet a conees ion tor a submarine cable from ( onstan- 
linople to Kustemlje ha recently heen grnmed, nor have the foregoing conditions been 
observed. The foregoing has !< • a comma ' : d in writing to the I’orte, with the 

request that the Comuany’s rights may he la!:en into account; but no reply having yet 
been received, it is request.-! that any decision taken on the subject by the Porte may 
he communicated t" Her Majesty’s Embassy. 


!. Mrs. Simmons. 

Her Majesty’s Embassy has frequently < omplniucd of the cncroa’cVunents of the 
neighbouring villagers on the property "I Mr.>. Simmons at Pelinolmri dining the last 
twenty-live years, but though Coaimis i'-:. of Im-aiiy have more than once been sent to 
the spot, and li e mntt-r been investigate.! by ’the Tribunals, the encroaehim als 
continue, and the representation.. "1 Her .'lire >ty Embns-y have been 1 rttit! so ■ani^ 
at the present moment, although the title-deed- of tlm property are in the possession »t 
Mrs. Simmons, tw» -thirds of her land i oeeupwd by the invaders. 

In order t<* put a stop to thU slate i f thing-, the Porte laid hist year submitted 
to the Palace the necessity of the land in qm tin i being purchased hy the Inqu rial 
<Jovcrnmcnt. and Her Majesty's IbnliM^-'y he; t • .-tale that it is ready to accept tor the 
farm in question a fair pi ice, to he la/ed • (be v.d: ■ o' the land, and a proper compen¬ 
sation for the damage so far suffered by Vr . Sim:aoiis. 


?>. Rev. Mr. Martin. 

An English missionary, by name Mr. Martin, was, while travelling through a 
place called Kishe, asked for his passport hy a ruplieh. lie u:t* allowed to eontinu* 
his journey, but his passport was Mihscquci My taken from him and lie wn- stopped, 
while hi* effects, instead of going on to his ■ !.* .tinat:> ri. TaHija, were sent to Kudu*. 

Mr. Martin was conducted to Tuslija, hut all-* -! remain there, ami -out lmel. to 

Kish : , whence ho was taken to Bngchc/ik. 11 is p.» sport having, as previously explained, 
heen till,en from him, he was considered as having none, and kept in prison for one 
night. Thence he was sent to Tekke, where he was also detained for one night. For 
this improper treatment hy . e local antic.. .' . sum of at)/, was demanded c 

indemnity, and it is requested that orders n ;y h. Iw fa be payment of this sum. 
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0 . Rev. Mr. Macnlluw., 

Two years ago Dr. Mncallnm, a British subject, proceeded to Marash for the 
purpose of distributing relief at Zciioun, with the permission of the locul authorities. 
On arrival at Alalmsh ho was informed that hy order of the Mutcssarif of Marash he 
was to return to Marash, and he expelled from the country, in obedience to orders from 
the Sublime Porte. Two days Inter he was conducted under escort to Aleppo, where, 
upon the representations of Her Majesty’s Embassy, lie was handed over to the British 
Consul. For this improper treatment an indemnity of 100/. was demanded by Her 
Majesty’s Embassy, and it is requested that this sum may lie paid. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 64. 

Memorandum n^prclimj the Massacre Claims. 

THE Imperial (Jovernment has not yet acceded t" the demand for pecuniary 
compensation in favour < f the British subjects who suffered loss in the recent dis¬ 
turbances. though claims f. r damage sustained in similar disturbances have before now 
been paid hy the United States’ Government to China, hy France to Italy, and hy 
England to France; it would therefore he in accord with the principle* of international 
law and the well-known sentiments of justice of the Imperial (Jovernment to follow 
these precedents, and it is therefore requested that the claims of British merchants and 
subjects for the losses thus sustained by them may he met 


lnclosur<* B in No. lit. 
Memorandum ' v Mr. lUori: 


Ti:E .Sultan having mi two occasions a-ked lor u list of pending eases in which 
this Embassy is interested, mid which are awaiting qlution at the Forte, acting under 
y< 1 ellcncyh in tru lions, I pr sen led » list ol ut lairs accompanied hy a short 
Memorandum to tm* Sultan’s l*ir>r Secretary on the 11 to instant. Herewith inclosed is 
the translation of the document* I presented. 

1 stated to the Fir-a Secretary tli.-i there w.. an*•tin matter which was not included 
in this li;, but w’.iieh wn- of con*id. r. b • import ".nee. -v.-im; lha» tlm injustice committed 
by the Turkish Gov nimcul nterpri ol teh inuguUudo and standing lmd 

produecd the very wor.-t effect and u ipie- i n in Urn b <•. .:r.i< reial and finmieiul circles. 
This was the reiterated demand of tlm Sn.yrna-Ai'dn Railway Company for it, legitimate 
extension to Clmi. I repeated all the arguments that have so often been laid before tin 
Forte and submitted to the Sultan, which unfortunately have been received with a deaf car, 
and I said that this was one of those e ses which your Excellency reserved to yourself i* 
submit again to Hi* Majesty M cn temps et lieu.” 

The* First Secretary then asked :. e to withdiaw tVom the list the question of the 
indemnities due to British subjects for losses duiitt. the Arm nian massacres. 

1 .slid at first that 1 could <• no -uch tl.in . 1 had vour Excellency’* instruction* 

which I ntiittt carry out, and I explained why your Excellency oe.-ired to lay the m liter 
before the Sultan per.-ojially. Thai BriiiMi >ubj * bud sullen? 1 wais :m undeni ble fact, 
mid..line 1 the * itfuet: v. in ,d -r It.t want; tin- .i.oncy v. mid have eventually to be 

paid, ..; d i. was better i -ettle ti • q-; m. - t. allow it •» drag on. The Armenian 
question w:.s ilnnnant, bat m.til tbi - money v.n, pain, .eferi'ime wouid perjjetually be made 
to the massacres, wide-, in the interest of E.e ‘ )tlom;.n G .vernmem were be.' r torgott n 
If the claims were paid, the public would e. a- to refer to them. Other nations hail paid 
money under similar circumstance : , and the fa t ol in : mmiy - .la -ulfeivrs dill not imply 
responsiiiitity; it would be an act of gcuero-ity towartF pet.-ous who had incurred losses 
through no iuult <»1‘ their own, and ninny example. < -uch :mnef.mity on the part of tb; 
Sultan were extant to tiros*- who bad -uil*.r:u by artiiquake, iuui or lire. Hie 
hutfeiers on this occasion were “ misatir.-. ” or guest - and strangers in the land, and 
the Sultan liad always encouraged foreigner' cngiiy.d in trade in his capital and else¬ 
where. 


The First Secretarv said that all these arguments ur ? very well in 
[ 152 : 1 ] 


their wav, but his 
Z 









i 'vice mu. not 1') take the matte. before the Sultan at present. His Majesty would 

ii iidlil.lv ,, plv that till- Porte had invariably ivfus.d all the Kmb.iss.es to be responsible fo 

' reh loss 1 Ti c Sultan had..... his own initiative, asked for a list ot such cases as were 
capable** 1 '' solution, and d.U case would no, be now ^.^“tbuTS u'Slffi 
Sultan to have il laid before hint in tins manner; « would not hr ,j i 1r.it- ™di. 
wl.vn the Sultan desired to be agreeable to submit a matter winch would only nutate I.mi, 
without producing any result." The Ambassador could a van. cml.nue to pre-U- 
nuestio I I V Porte, and as a last resource could appeal to the Sultan , lie was at liucrty 

Lo.. v time, but, in his opinion, to bring (he matter forward m tills manner or 

to disc. he matter with the Sultan would ' e »t |.rcsc.,t most m.poht.c and out of 

season, her^, ^ ^ my ^ Bcrution , u „d said t hat I would willtdraw il subject to your further 
instructions, but I . hhil that in any 'case the malt, r would nave to be brought forward on 
mother occasion. iSigncil) A. BLOCK. 

p s _i have since learned Iron, the f irst .• ee. vtu.y that the Sultan Ims given orders lor 
the claims .1 Mucdlum and Martin to lie paid, am. lor the purely "' \J"!"‘’ for 

farm by the Civil las,. Will, regard to .be other matter.. t,«e Sulim, has asked lor 
infornmtien from the Porle. y ly 


No. 05. 

j\. fConoi i . the i/ue«' a. Sntisbne ,-—I iieetked April 17.) 

1 . ' Cnnstontindj’le, April 10, 1S99. 

■' ivifll ret. rone, lo mV despatch, s Nos. Hi!) and 150 of the 22nd and 2Uth ultimo 
. , ' ,K will, re” ini 'll. si:... ; . nida in Pyrin and Lite approaching > lection 
„r ' now Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch, 1 lean, that tire Porto has mtnruujd Na/am 
P ,b . that the Sultan will not ret -guise a Patriarch of that province who is not 
nppr. ved l,y the other Pntvinrclies. , , mvc &c 

(Signed) ’ N. It. O'COXOIt. 


No. GO. 

Sir ,V. t)’Couer lit thr Mart/uess of Salisbury '—{Rtcriral April 21.) 

tn' t nrd ^ Constantinople, April 15, 1891). 

•' WITH roferoneo to my despatch No. 155 of the 301U ultimo. honour 

to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from Her Majesty- Vice-Consul at an 

respecting the reliof work in his district. Tim „imv, 

(Innlnin Mauusoll reports n marked improvement m the situation. 1 hr snows 
having partiallv melted, grain is coming in from the less destitute centres, and there 

fans been a further considerable fall in the price of wheat. . 

Since the date of Captain MatmselVs despatch, nearly 8001. have la. , suit to 
him. llo should therefore have amply sufficient Tunds at his thsposal for 

r,1l "i‘have "telegraphed to Her Majesty’s A, ting Consul at Eraeroum_ for any sug- 
. .slums be mav have to make as to the proper! tons, m which I he sum of 6001, wliub, 
^ I learned Zm your Lordship's telegram No. Id of the laid, mstaut, has been 
inte.l bv the Armenian Belief Committee for Vail, Hillis, aad Erzerouin, should 
distributed among the three districts, bearing in mind the sums already sent to Vau. 
Old the imniMvement reported by Captain Jlnunsell. „ „ . . ,, 

In the concluding portion of ids despatch. Captain -'Inunsell alludes to the 
questionable methods employed by the i-rcuch priests m their distribution ol rdiof. 


and in this connection I venture to refer your Lordship to the Gregorian Patriarchs 
"Encyclical letter, copy of which accompanied my despatch No. lbb ot the utn 

instant T . 

1 have, &v. 

(Signed) X. R. O’CONOR. 


!lnclosuro in No. 00. 

Captain Maunsrll to Sir iV. O’Conor. 

<*°- 11 -> Van. Mttrrh 27,1801). 

1 HAVE the honour to report that an improvement lias taken place in llio 
situation as regards famine relief. 

The snow having partially melted, and the reads become more open, a con¬ 
siderable amount of wheat is liowon its way Iron, the \rpsh, Ainliib. .uni llulaimk 

districts to ... and nortli-wesl of the lake, and some lets arrived Imre by 

boat so that prices have gone down to on to 00 paras an okc lor wheat. 

The distribution of food relief is continuing lavoura.dy. wheat having been 
i.mo-hl in ltitlis, brought bv boat from Tudvau, and landed and distributed in Karkai 
aiuMvarclukan districts, south of the lake; while for the Timar-district, north of V tin, 
it has been itrought by boat rrom Arjish and landed at the village ol Eroritt, on the 

Vs re-ards our seed distribution, it is intended lo give to Hie villagers now, and 
require from them after the harvest, double litis amount given for seed. I lie yield 
ovem-cs eight- to leu-fold, and the villagers have consented to tins arrangement. 

The quantity reluror.1 after harvest will be re listnbuted to (lie most necessitous 
in each village; and by this means il, is hoped that the poorer portion oi the village 
will have something to help them through next winter, mid avoid the nceessily lor 
relief operations. Some rain lias also fallen, which has given hope of u good ..in vest; 
and I am glad to say that it is very proliubh that the merenan s, chiefly Yrmcttmn. 
who have been hoarding up wheat hero, will now have to sell at a loss, and not at a 

' 1 regret to have to sav that no relief has been given by the Froiicli priests, 

except under the stipulation that the recipient becomes a Homan Catholic. A number 
of starving people accepted tills condition; but now the greater part of the Kalmdui 
quarter of Van, who became Catholic last, autumn, have returned to their former 
religion, and the villages of Anting and Karakundiu wislt to do the same. 

’’l’ram wlmt I have heard from the Turks, Ibis method of obtaining converts 
disgusts them, and I am sure it is very far from increasing French nilUieuoe in the 
eountrv, hut rather the revorse. I hear, also, that the Ncstorum converts made last 
autumn in Hekkiari wisli to return to their former religion, saying they only became. 
Catholic to make a little money. 

1 have, etc. 

(Signed) F. It. MAUNSELL. 


No. 07. 

Sir ,V. O’Conor to the Marines.* of Salisbury.—(lleceiecil April 2d.) 

My Lmd^ Constantinople, April 17,1891). 

1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty's Acting Consul at Erzoroum, inclosing 
translation of an article extracted from the local press expressing gratification at the 
improved relations represented as existing between Her Majesty s Government and that 

of the Sultan. ,, . 

I have, *0. 

(Signed) N. 11. O'CONOR. 










Inclosurc 1 in No. 07. 

Colonel Mousy to Sir N. 0*Conor* 

g^° ^^ Erzcroum , April 1891). 

I I1AVK tlie honour t<» inclose a translation of some extracts from ail article 
published last week in tile «* Knvcr-Sliarkiye,” a local Turkish paper. 

It is natural ilmt political feeling in Ihc provinces should be, to a great extent, a 
rcllcction of such sentiments in the capital, and the extracts which I incloseavc only 
useful, therefore, :<> confirming wlsai !•- already known to your hxcelleiu-y. I nc\ are 
interesting, nevertheless, as 1 have noted an improvement in the leHiug towards Kurland 
durii.L' the past ten or fifteen days, expressed in conversation by local officials. Une ot 
these, the Director of the Public''Debt Olliee in Kr/.erouni, mentioned to me the Imperial 
Order which had appeared latelv enjoining all classes and creeds to live in harmony. 
Snell mi Order in itself, he added, was of practical use in shown--, that some cause 
existed tor its publication. This can. wa pro! ably the better unueratandinq with 
Kmrland which had become apparent since your Kxceliency s recent visit to the I alncc. 
lie assured me of the general satisfaction which ;u;eh an improved understanding would 
o-»vt all right-thinking people, c.-p.ri: h n> it might revive the hope that some general 
reforms— not alone for the Christian populate a might he instituted. I he chief reform 
nece^arv wa.- the awakening of a - ns. of honour in the governing classes, and lists 
svoul-i b'e p. -ibleif men of honour w<v. appointed as Vali . with power to remove any 
otlicial in his vilayet convicted -I disi.i nest praclices. . , . . 

I •• i\i this oili.id's opinion a> lie i -.. M-l -« . ..d in c uiuiiiiication . very day with 
oilier.-’i>i‘ tin .aim class, ami as indie..(h.j .vnurallv tie opinion held by all III this 
country whose ideas aru vvorthv of consideration. , 

It* is certain that a general tceiing o| frirndsh.p towards Kngland is returning, 
together with iim- of conviction that the recent m:u : -:.ci‘. and disturbance.- were a gn at, 
mistake and one which has done much to inju; th - prosperity of this country. I have 
it from a trustworthy source that orders hav come ;en« rally to the provinces for the 
more just treatment ’--I the Christian p >| .d.uion. i his is doubtless a consequence of a 
desire to ph ase Kngland, and ue shall see by degrees whether it is really to bear 

At present I eanuot sav that the junior officials away in the district are much 
imbued with a sens* of justice, nor do the central authorities appear to take much 
trouble to ascertain this fact. 

I have several instances of oppression to call t.> t notice ol the f*o\ernoi-viciiei.il, 
and this I propose doing lu-motrow. lam pel-. !ml that, with the improved feeling 
prevailing towards Kngland, my lVii.udl> . p. •dilations will meet with attention, and I 
shall again inform vour Kxceliency on tins subject. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) V. U. II. MASSY 


Inchisure 2 in No. 97. 

Extract 'from the " Ear>/-Sl"n hhjr oi April 1, 18911. 

(Translation.) , ,, . . 

TIIK friendship which has lor.existed !-tween t!»- Ottoman and Knglish t.ov.-n 
iunits has still further increased reeenily. owing t" praiseworthy eflorts on Dnlh m ! 
which have been testified to it: the public pre - of’both countries .... , 

'flu* Ottoman (lovernmeat is li.llnv. e -; Kw I nd’s g- - I example in its desire te be 
on fricudlv terms with the whole world, and this is •• lurther proof of their happy union 

Both commercial and political interests are lakcn into account in this desire a- 
these interests should increase greatIv hv such an understanding. Kngland has gi'cn 
practical proof of her desire to befriend Turk-y by lowering the interest on her d. la. 
contracted in 1855. from 5 to 2.1 per edit., and for this friendship every Turk should I- 
grateful. 
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No. 08. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 24.) 

(No. 180.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , April 18, 1899. 

WITH reference to my despatch No 123 of the 13th March, I have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which i have received from Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Damascus reporting the return of the punitive expedition recently 
sent against the marauding Bedouin tribes of Tell-cl-Stifu. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 08. 

Consul Richards to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 19.) 

Sir* , Damascus, April 4, 1899. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 9 of the 25th February, I have the honour to 
inform your Kxceliency that llusrco Pasha lias returned from his expedition against the 
marauding Bedouin tribes in the district of Toll-el-Safa, having succeeded in recovering 
only 3,500 head of sheep, a very small proportion of the whole number carried off. 
Moreover, even these, I am informed on good authority, are poor sickly animals which 
an certainly not the same as those that wero stolon. The fact is the Bedouin got wind 
ol lh«* projected expedition some days before it started, and, consequently, the majority 
ol them—for several tribes are inculpated—made good their escape into the desert, 
delving pursuit by regular troops. llusrco Paslm could not, of course, return empty- 
handed,.and so by the lie]]) of Mohammed Agha Jeriidi, a well known character, wlio 
until quin- lately was 11 Moliafiz” or Protector of the frontier in the Ca/.ti of Nebk, he 
collected 2,0t)0 or 3,090 sheep Iroiu those of the And) Sheikhs who had not succeeded 
in escaping, and brought them back to Damascus. 

I am assured that :is many 10,000 sheep hav been carried oil' In (he Bedouin 
from the districts lying to the east and north-east of Damascus during the last eighteen 
months, so that the tew that have been recovered, even supposing they wore sound 
healthy animals, which they are not, are no great prize. 

It would appear that" many of the Druses of the Jobel take part in these sheep- 
lifting lbravs in company with the Bedouin, with whom they share the spoil. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. (59. 

Sir A f . O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received April 24.) 

(No. 187.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 18, 1899. 

I 11 AVI- the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
1 have received from Her .Majesty’s Consul at Damascus, describing the ravages committed 
by locusts in the J61an district. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOR. 



|15.3] 
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Inclosure in No. 99. 


Consul Richards lo Sir N. O'Conor. 

if 0 ’ 18,) Damascus, April 4,1899. 

I REGRET to have tb inform -.our Excellency that locusts are causing tumble 
ravages in the district which is known ns the Jftlnn, lying to the south-west of the 
Ilaunm, h tw. cn the latter and the Jordan Valley. The Yah has sent repeated orders to 
the Mutessarif of the Houma to do all in his power to arrest the advance ot ^esc ‘"sects, 
hut I am afraid that so far the measure taken with this object m view haw iiil «nth 
very partial success Indeed, I myself was ,« that d.str.ct a week ago andI taw* • >«™g 
locusts in enormou: tpiaulilies (many thousands ol mdhons) the u ole «... rtayfl t 
valley of the Hieromnx, a distant!* of d miles. I informed Hie Valtol this fact i..imu utt 
alter' my return to Damascus, ami he at once lelc:;ruuhcd fresh m-a ructions tor the 
collection and destruction i t the locusts but the local nut'.unties do not Kvm capa >h o 
coping with r.c- difficulty, v.hicl. is lust attaining v.-r, ,cr«ou S pronortums. 

The natural consequence of the receipt ol the news heic has ha n a , • 

price of wheat, although the harvest prospect., were otherwise good, tin weather l.aun., 
been on the whole very favourable. ( ^ ^ 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


Sir iV. O'Conor In the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 2d.) 


Constantinople, April IS, 1S99. 

I ui'CENTl.Y received a dcspaleit Irom Her Majesty’s Consul at Aleppo 
eotniilainintr of the maladministration of flu Commercial Court m that town, 
ufrilililahle, it would .seem, to the system in I iree at the time Mr. tarnham wrote, liy 
winch lit.- I’resi lent and stall’ of such Tribunals were dependent for their salaries on the 
(’,,iirl lies, which appear ill Aleppo to lie insullicient lo provide them with adeipiate 

" "'dr. liariiliain asked for inv support fur a proposal staled to have heen sitoniilled 
hv the Minister of Justice to ill.- Council of Stale for the payment ol tin- o„u.vrs"J 
Cmninereial Courts from the Provincial Treasuries m accordance with tin »ytU.m 
nrevailine for other Courts ot Justice. . . , 

' I caused unofficial representations to b- made to the Su.ihme 1 ofle ill th ■ a wred 
.mis,., and Mr. liaruhaiii now informs me in a despatch, ot which 1 liar •the honour to 
inclose a copy, that a local paper announces the issu ■ ot at Imperial Irada giving cileel 
to tin- reform proposed by the Minister of Justice. 

X have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R, O’CONOR. 


Inelosure in No. 79. 


Consul Rornhum to Sir A’. O'Conor. 

^ r 0 ’ 12,) Aleppo, April 0, 1899. 

WITH reference to your Excellency's despatch or tlm 0th ultimo, respecting tho 
proposed reform in the payment of the President and member, of the I rovincml 
Commercial Courts, I have tho honour lo report that a Notice was last week published 
in the local journal “ Krat” announcing that hv Imperial trade the I resident ami 
members of these Courts arc in future lo be paid by the local 1 roasitry; and I am 


Sir rV. O’Conor lo the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received April 24.) 

<N°. 19i. Confidential.) Constantinople, April 20, 1899. 

• V WITH reference to mv despatch No. IS. Confidential. of the ISth January. I have 
\> 11 ii lciuui y hv Mr. WVaklov, Commercial Attache, 

,1,0 honour to iinusmit copy I a Me ' ' - j wUi , tll ’„ Sublime Porto for ll,» 

alSeS 'ttfL iotrol. Count Kapi.ist is to he im.ueed 

should Vo glad \o lean, fron/vour l.mdship whether the strong llnunc.nl support of 
which the Company boasts is really behind it. ^ | )aTe &c 

(Signed) ' ’ ' N. R. O’CONOR. 


lnclosuro in No. 71*. 

Memorandum by Mr. Weakley. 

. .. Constantinople , April 18,161)9. 

( f uAYK been able to obtain th* following information from Mr. l>ears rowing 
the p R “.«t JmsS of count Kapnist’s scheme for building » from lnpoh m 

Syria to Koweit . Willi-.ins Moyers, and Co., who, in conjiino- 

.. "m.e to Ci.iwim.tilH.ple Iasi. October to facilitate the oegotia- 

tionwitn M. iiecnnw/»i. , i» 0 rto baa now ceased to be a 

T ao'r'llrm, under the s^iof Messrs^WiiUams do Bmeund 
******* m L0n<l0n> l ° BUP,,Wt ** 

project:— 

The Exploration Company. 

Messrs. Mntheson and Co. 

Messrs. Rosenthal and Co._ 

Messrs. S. Neumann and Co. 

Messrs. A. G. Scliilf and Co. 

These houses have also heen able lo enlist the support and co operation of tho 
following financial people:— 

N. M. Hotlischild. 

Lord Hevolstoke (of Barings.) 

Morgans. 

Bleiclirfider. 

Disconto Gesellschnft. 

Bam pie do Paris ot des Pays-Bas. 

This Sydieate is represented hv M. Reehni.xer in |, orifc , ; t , ms 
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Kapnist has consequently (3rawn up a ucclaration in which he states ..that lie has 
hitherto been acting on behalf of an English Syndicate, and that haying ceased to 
have any further interest in the Concession applied for, he resigns all Ins rights m 
favour of M. Kechnit/.er. the representative of the Syndicate, who in future is to bo 
COnsidtutHl the rind concessionnuire. This declaration is to be presented to the Ministry 
of Public Works as soon as the terms upon which Count Kapnist gives up his interest 
have been agreed to. 

M. Reonnitzcr has obtained a letter of introduction from the Austrian Foreign 
office to the Austrian Ambassador in Constantinople, but I understand M. Rechnitzer 
has not yet presented it. Mr. Block informs me that letters have also been received 
twin, Messrs. Rothschilds bv the Sublime Porto, recommending M. Kechnit/.er. 

The draft, Convention lor the proposed railway has been drawn up by Mr. Alexander 
Henderson, M.P., and lias been submitted to the Ministry of Public Works, where it is 
now being examined and discussed in detail. . 

The demand for a kilometric guarantee has not been accepted by the lurkish 
authorities, but, that a proposal, for guaranteeing the lino out of the increase ot the 
t ithe revenue of the districts through which the milway will pass, has l)oen favourably 

entertained. (Signed) ERNEST WEAKLEY, 

Commercial Attache. 


1)1 

requested by the mercantile community to thank your Excellency for the stops you 
wi ll- so kind as to take in bringing this matter to the notice of the 1 ortc. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BARNHAM. 


No. 71. 

Sir X. O' Conor /II the Sfiirr/Iicw of Salisbury.—^Rmivcil April ad.) 

Mv*Lonl^ Constantinople, April VA, IS!)!). 

' I* HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's < onsul at 
Aleppo concerning the i.llcgcd migration of the Anita Hedouuj f«".i; <; »« " J' 

wards to Nejd, with a view to escaping the vexations ot the lurkish tax-gatherer t.y 

■,l in- themselves under the protection of Sheikh Ibn Rescind. . 

’ The (light of this populous tribe to » region lying Hr beyom Turkish control w an 
event worth Holing, and I have requested both Mr. barnhniii and Her Majesty s Consul- 
General at Bagdad to report any further iiitoiiiintion which may roach them on the 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) N. it. O’CONOR. 


Inelosure in No. 71. 

Consul liurnham to Sir iY. 0*Conor, 

W°- 10 > Aleppo, April 7, IS!)'.). 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that considerable uneasiness has 
been caused here in Government circles by a report that the Anita BcdoumMo ea^o 
the vexations of the tax-gatherer, have quitted Northern Syria, ami arc, it is beheved, 
wending their way to Nejd, to place themselves under the protection of Sheikh lbo 

Rescind curtain that they have removed their tents and Hooks beyond the 

reach of die troops at Dcyr-xor, hut considering their groat numbers, their further progress 
would iirobablv he arrested in the Vilayet ol Damascus. , . . 

In proceeding to Nejd, they follow tho natural instinct ol returning home to their 
own country, but in view of the lack of pasturage there, they will probably return north 

" ! " The Bedouins riglitlv dread the approach of the troop, soul out every spring to 
collect taxes, nml endeavour to place themselves beyond their reach; hut circumstances 

' U1 "'Tt isiLossTbleta give an accurate estimate of their mm.bera.but I liad thaltlm 
late Colonel Stewart, in his well-known Report upon the Bedouins (1S8-), goes the total 

This umv'cmlcirt of the Aniza means a heavy loss of revenue to the Aleppo Govern, 
moot, nml if they eventually reach Nejd may entail political consequences in Arabia, which, 
lit this distance, I am unable to gauge. 

I have, &o. _ 

(Signed) HENRY 1). BARNHAM. 
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No. 72. 

Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 24.) 

Conslanlinople, April 20, ISO!). 

WITH lul’cmin to vour Lordship's telegram No. 10 of the 13th instant, I liavc 
the honour to report that,‘on h-liming from the Aiding British Consul at Erzormim, 
whom 1 had consult oil as to the distribution or the 000/. granted by the Annwum 
llcli. r Committee for the roller .*! Van. ISiths, and raeroum, I have sent 200). to 
Colonel Massy for the Iasi-mentioned place, ami .100/. to Captain Maunsell for 

111,11 view of the improvement in the situation a! Van, rcjiortcd in my despatch 
No. 1st! of the loth instant, and of the large sums recently sent to Captain .Maunsell, 
1 have thought it well, ticfore sending further rands for the relief ot that place, to 
inouiiv hv telegraph whether Captain .Maunsell needs the 100/. which 1 still have at 
u.v disposal. I retain the sum pending his reply. 

• 1 I have. Sic. 

(Signed) N. K. O’CONOR. 


No. 73. 

St, A’. O’ Conor f /». .1fan/ee.vv of Salisbury.—{Rcemed April 2S.) 

AlvEonl^ Conslnnlinople, April 2*1,1899. 

' ‘ WITH reference to my despatch f the Kitii ultimo, m which I forwarded 

eopvol a despatch from 11 r Maj, -tv’s (V.-nMl-ueral at lieirout.reportiiig on the 
iinsatisfaetoiy condition of puldie order is licit town, 1 have the honour to stale that, 
as from subsequent advices from .Mr. Dnim.iioiid ilay Mere appeared to le- no 
improvement in the situation, 1 caused representations to he made unolhcialh to 

the I’ortc on the subject. . , , ._ 

[ have now the honour to font d herewith copy ot a further despatch from 
Mr. Drummond Hay, reporting that the Yuli lies received orders to seize and exile ’He 
ringleaders of the recent disturbances. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Ambassador). 

(Signed) (I. BARCLAY. 


Jnctosuvo in No. 73. 

Connil-Geiiertrl Drummonil Hup lo s' r A. 0 Conor. 

gii. 0, * ,,J Iieirout, April 11,180!). 

’ WITH reference to my despatch No. 2« of the 20th March, 1 have the honour to 
in form vour Excellency that the Vali of Bcirout, who returned from Rubious on tlm 
7lh instant, rev ived instructions from the Porte t<> seize anil exile the ringleader* o 
the late disturbances in Iieirout. It apfH'nrs that Rcsliid Bey was reprimanded on a 
former occasion for passing a sentence of exile, l" Tripoli in Barbary, on one o. these 
persons, and he had therefore to apply in this instance for the necessary instructions. 

it is, however, doubtful whether his Excellency will succeed lit laying hands on 
the true culprits, ns they are surrounded in this town by many friends, nicy will 
prnlmhlv be warned of the orders received by the Vali, and will disappear from the 
vilayet only to return again when the agitation against them has subsided. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) It. DRUMMOND HAY 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury,—(Received May l.) 


(No. 201.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , April 27, 1809. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a journal of recent 
events in Syria and Palestine, prepared by Mr. Norman, Third Secretary in this 
Embassy. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 74. 

Journal of recent Events in Syria a ad Palestine. 


1. Russian Rcliyious anil Educational Propaijanda. 

A LARGE proportion of the reports addressed to this Embassy by Her Majesty’s 
Consular Representatives in Palestine and Syria during the present year have dealt with 
the general question of the spread of Russian religious and educational influence in these 
countries, and, more particularly, with the contest, still in progress, between the Greek 
and Russian factions in the Synod of Antioch, respecting the election of a Patriarch to 
that Chair. 

Reports on these subjects have been furnished to the Foreign Office in Sir N. O’Conor's 
despatches Nos. 29 of the 2nd February, I'19 of the 22nd March, IfiO of the 29th 
March, and 1«0 of the I Hill April. As, however, the que-timi is one of considerable 
interest and importance, it seems worthy of separate treatment, and for some further 
remarks of the subject. I accordjnsfly venture to refer to the Memorandum inclosed in 
Sir N. O’Conor’s despatch No. 209 of the 27th April. 


2. Public Order in tin Vilayet t:f Heir at. 

The condition of the vilayet, and more particularly of the town, of Beirut, has lately 
been liar from satisfactory. Besides disturbance* on a considerable scale, it is said that 
lmrdlv a dav passes without hringin : to light a case of assault on a Christian by a 
Moslem. 

It would appear that the bad characters of the town form mi organized gang, many 
of whom are engaged in smuggling. The police, which chiefly consists of natives of the 
town and neighbourhood, is not only inefficient and badly organized, but is not innocent 
of complicity with the malefactors. The result is that even if one of them is brought 
before the Courts lie is acquitted, as nobody dares to give evidence against him. It is 
even whispered that, certain high officials of the vilayet me not above sharing in the 
profits of the smugglers. 

The Vuli, Reshid Boy, though perhaps not ill-disposed, i- lacking in the energy 
necessary to suppress these disorders. 

'Phis state of tilings has been the subject of representations on the part of th French, 
Italian, and British Coustils-Gencrul. 

So long ago as the 1st March the last-named culled on the Vali and made a strong 
remonstrance, urging his Excellency to lose no time in restoring confidence among the 
Christians by adopting strong measures in defence of order and public safety. Rescind 
Bey replied that the necessary instructions hud already been given, but added that the 
gravity of the situation hud been exaggerated by the timidity of the Christians. 

On the 19th Murch, however, a more serious disturbance than usual took place. 
This was an affray between a ennstahlo and three soldiers on the one hand, and a gang of 
about tea Moslem smugglers on the other. The smugglers were entering the town in 
several cabs full of powdci, cartridges, mid tobacco, and on seeing the soldiers at once 
fired, wounding two of them ami a Customs guard, who was also present, and killing the 
constable on the spot. 
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The soldiers retaliated, hut unhappily only succeeded in killing the driver ol the first 
carriage (a Christian), and wounding two of the smugglers, all of whom escaped. 

Mr. Drummond-! lav again' railed on the Vuli, end spoke very strongly ol t.ie 

necessity ol making tin example of the ringleaders of the band, not only ui the nileresls 
ol public order, hut also in older to silence the rumours current in the town, that omcuils 
•ire not wanting who are in league with the malefactors. 

The Vali replied that no h - than twenty pci ' ns were under arrest in connection 
with tin affair, hut admitted that the f offender- had ‘leaped It. the Lebanon, where 
he hoped they would sooit he captured by the provincial authorities. 

'|*he i individuals arc two broil • r . named ludihar, one « f whom was lately tried for 
the murder >-f a Christian in lh-irut, i.nd acquitted in the Court uf Appeal in pUe "I 
conclusive evidence of guilt. 

Mr Hav has hw< hien aide to ie -nit an improvement m the stilt*• ot the town 
since the institution of t. I.nrfv ol i:.tl «nt<-lm,cn who patrol the streets at night; lint he 
line- "ot uiitieiputc 1 hut this Mitislhcti-n r. si.lt nt his irprl-senti.ti.ms will tic pcriuaintiM. 

\ report is current that the ludihar brother.- are concealed m Lcirut, aia. lhat 
their vvlicitabouts is well known to the police, but no attempt has been made l«. arresi 

Mr. Ila\ anticipate - that, so s> m as the xciteinclit caused hy the smugging alTray 
sluill have xdisided, tin ,.*ili«v will relaps- into their imrinal h-thorgy, while the lf»0 
watchmen will he reduced to a Iraction of their nominal strength; he Municipality will, 
however, continue to collect from the citizens the money necessary to maintain them at 
their full niimher. 

!f lic-irut is t*> he properiy governed, it is absolutely necessary, according to 
Mr. |lav. that til** Vali should receive Mrii.-.: nt 01 eis .’-t <n»:c to m-c/c and banish the 

smuggler . who an the main cause of the trouble, and to reorganize tin- police hy the 

substitution of strangers for native*. . . 

Mr. Block \vu- instructed to make unofficial rcpri • ntatmns both to the t-»raud v izicr 
and at the Porte in this sense, and to m • vm Mrougly that positive instruction* should 
lie sent to Beirut oil the subject. 

Mr. I lav mentions a curient numur that Ki chid Bey is to lie icmovcd horn Ins 
pud i Vali, and replaced hy Kaif Pasha, Vali ot Aleppo, who has been Mutessanl ol 
Beirut, and has left a high reputation for energy. . 

The town ol Tripoli lias also been the scene of disorders, though it is slated that the 
( hri lituiw were in that case the aggn -ors, having killed a Moslem and wounded two 

,ai,er- on the 3rd January. 'I lie Moslem- retaliated hy attacking a well-known and 

inuoeenl Christian. . 

'I lie Vuli informed Mr. llav, who lost no tiim in bringing Hies facts to his notice, 
III,, l tl„. ...liliv iK-r<oiih I,ail Ixicn arrestud, ami llii- iieccMnry nrdeis given fur tin- i-Huntc- 

.<r.-r. Notwithstanding tln>e measure . I wo fl.tislimis were murdered In 

M ,-l(-„i« .luring tin. curly purl ol M„nl,; am! the British \'ic, him, I found uccosary 

..pi;.',,, i,f till- conduct of tin police in wantonly assaulting mill imprisoning mi, all 

Uritir.li Indian b..y, aged 13, . 

-■ i*. Hay again warned the Vali, who, as usual, replied that !.*- uud already ordered 
the lotgtl authorities to do ail in their power to maintain order, and showed u telegram 
which he had dispatched with that object. 

Ilis Mxeelleocy also expressed the intention ol visiting Tripoli liimscH in order to 
inquire personally into the state of affairs there. 


3. The Titration of the Druses. 

Great, difficulty has always heeit experienced in the coUeelion of taxes among the 
Druses, and Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus reported lust September that, ill order to 
facilitate tile process, and generally to improve the relations of the Druses with the Govern¬ 
ment, the well-known Selim Klfendi Naufal, though lie would not he made an honorary 
member of the Administrative Council of the Vilayet of Syria, as li.id at otic time [sic] 
intended, would yet he trailed for the future us a kind of unollicitd representative ol the 
Druses in the dealings with the authorities. 

Mr. liichards reported lust I’eb.uary that Selim Elfendi had written from Sucda to 
inform the authorities at Damascus ol the progress of negotiations between [the Druses 
and the Mutessarif of the Ilaurol, on tile subject of their taxes. The Mutasarif had 
informed the Druses that lie proposed sending horsemen round the Jchel-el-Drus with 


orders to collect the taxes due, and, in ease of refusal to pay, to obtain from the recusants 
a signed statement of their reasons for their conduct. 

This proposal did not meet with the approval ol the Druses, but they stitc.l that they 
were willing to puv their taxes if they were informed of their nature and amount. 1 he 
Mute- arif "aw tli.-m the necessary details, and at the end ol March Selim - .‘lead, 
appen d at Damascus, and was aid,'to state that 88,000 piastres had been paid out ol 
500,bOO piastres due, and that there was hope that the remainder would he far: n niug 
hef.m- harvest. This hope is shared hy the authorities, but in Mr. Hietianis opmmn, ,t ,s 

illusory. . 

Tl.e taxc demanded of the Dn.se- arc now as follows:— 

I. Military exemption, 100,000 piastres. 

O. Tithe, goo,000 piastres. 

3. Vcrglii (land and house tax), 100,000 piastres. 

Making a ratal of 100,ODt) piastres, plus the sheep a,id g.r.t tax. making about 
500,000 piastres i.i all. .... ... , , 

The reduction to which the Govi riiim.nl has - .e.~;-utud in tins matter v.ll h -«n <n 
I...oi-i, mils, when it is mu- a.hered that f,00,000 pi .stirs was form, fly paid ml, -Tel,el 
lor tithe alone, and in view -I'this fact two Druse Notables have recently a dre-sd a 
kind of C'ire.u'iir t*. their e.-mpartiots exhorting them to pay what is now demanded, m„<v. hi 
c\ cut of refusal, the old rale will he exacted hy force. 


4. Ismail llakki Pasha, 

This ollicer, who had been in i-ommatid ol the 5tl: Army Corps, was ,-,rly in 
.iam.arv appointed h.spci lor ol the sam corps at „ salary of U 1.1.>0 .,-’eolith, u Mill, 
equal tii that hieh hi: received when in command. 

Ill- has now been itfl’e-red tliu • miiiiiiud ol the 7th Ar.uv ( nip:. w ueh is niuirtcieil 
in the Yemen, in Mim-.-siiin to Ahiliillali I'a-hu.lml though lie has intimated Ins willingness 
to neeept this post, the appoint n.-nt is not yet oiiieiallv announced.. 

It is rumoiired that Abdullah I’a-lia is to hi ipp-lilted \ ill of the lle ljaz, in the place 
of Ahmed Until, Paslia. 


0. Mr. Kiehards reports the Death hath of ill" Cadi and at the Mnfli nf Damascus. 

The Cadi, Ahmed Attalhil, ElVcndi, had held ofBeo mr many years in Cy prus, and had 
a sincere friendship and esteem for 1.,,gland. lie had been hut u short time m Damascus, 
where his reputation w-us already a lie h one. 

Ilis successor, Ismct ICIl'endi, has hitherto been a member ol one ol the- religious 
Courts at Constantinople. ... , . , r 

The new Multi, Sheikh Salih i’liimili Gatiina. is -uni lo have gamed the profetonce 
over nineteen other candidates, hy a present of £ T. 2,000 to the Sheikli-ul-lslam. 1 he 
Vali htrongly disapproves of his appointment. 

h. The Maronile Patriarch, \tgr. Havna-rf-llaj, died on Ihcnnhcr 24, aijed S3, after 
orcupijinj the Chair since April IrtOU. 

The Bishops met at once for tho election of a successor, which their rule obliges 
them to do within nine days, and their choice fell on Mgr. Klms-et-1Icnlik, who lias lately 

held the position of Principal ol the Maronite College in Koine. .... 

lie was educated at the French College nt Glinzir (in the Lebanon) and m Koine. 
Speaks Krench and Italian flueittlv, and ifl considered by his community to he a man of 
high intelligence and integrity, l ie is f>9 years old, wiw Secretary to the lust l alriurcli 
hut one, and was a popular candidate lor the Chair ut the last election, though ail unsuccess¬ 
ful one. 

Constantinople, April 20, lb90. 
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No. 7G. 

Sir N. O’Conor la the Marquns of Salisbury .—(R retired May 1.) 

"° i ' ) Constantinople, April 27,1R90. 

' j HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith n journal of recent 
events in Mesopotamia, prepared hy Mr. Norman, Third Secretary m this Lmaassy. 

(Signed) mVL ’ N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 75. 

Journal of recent Been Is in Mesopotamia anti on tlw Persian Gi ill. 


|. Proposed establishment of a Quarantine Station at Mabaamerah. 

IV ,i„. „r Kalmuirv a full renort was furnished to the Foreign Office of a 

proposal onnimuniciited to the Constantinnple Hoard of B totth J or ^'XobieH 

Mohammem, in Persian territory, of a TurkiM, <|unrnntu,e station,.with tin allied olijut 
of nrevcutiti" arrivals From India from nvoidir.. (pmrnniiueat >.!>«*». r . 

1 Tl if winch originated with the Vali of Basra, litis Ilia support of he 

Peisian Consul at that plan-, and of mot of the Delegates on the Hoard of I leal n. 
|), nicks, however, not only considers tin- propnsa impracticable in itself but also 
sees ill it another attempt to establish Olt. man control throughout the whole course of 

the Slmt-eLArah ; ^ w „„ w Had the assertion of the Vali, that 

luisseievis fretn India to liana find no difficulty in persuading the bontnieu of 
Mohmninera to land them surreptitiously at Ifci-ra - that they 
i erfectlv true Mr. WratMaw adds, however, that tin same thing hnppi s in tin u se 
|,r nassen»crs from Persian terrilorv, and Unit, in tact, there is never the slightest difficulty 
in obtaining nn entry hy offering a small lirihe to the I urkisli zaptiehs, wlm form tlie 
sanitary cordon. II 'is therefore <|uitc iinmalerlal, n long as these lundumaiiv, are venal, 
whether a ouaraiitine station is situated at liana or at Mohimuncia, or both. 

Mr. AVratislaw has reason to believe Hint tin Vail s proposal, though professedly 
spontaneous, 1 really origin,,,, d in ius.nieiimis i revive,! by l- Lxeeleney Iron, 
<'oiiBliintiiiople. No steps lmvc. Iiowcvir, been taken as yet to gut eflea it. 


*J. Distress at Mosul 

The British Consular Agent „t Mosul reports that there is great dearth o[ food ill 
that town and uciahliourliood, ami that the lahoimug elassys are unnl.le to gel work. I he 
distress is especially areal among the ( "ori-tian inhabitants, who have already sold all tlu n 
..(Hats to obtain lood, and « of whom hav eve,, disposed ol tiieir children ol both 
sexes to Mussulmans at low prie s. Tier, ar • numerous deaths 1 - 01 ,, s’ «' <■> ' 

,>; IV Mr Ktwsntn la Her Mnj • >•- Acini;? ( onsuM* ucral at Bagdad to mUu t 
some clmritahlc Society in Englnml in the chie of these poor people, as was done, he states, 
on tltc occasion of the last famine. 


3. Official Corruption in the Vilayet of Mosul. 

A local bandit, named Sulim Aging has offered 250 liras for distribution between the 
Acting Vi,li (Ihimdi llev), the Secretary of the Viluvret. and tie Mutessaril ol Dhok, tl 

llav will accent l.is submission and obtain li.the Pmte Ins pardon for the robberies he 

le,s com milted These timctionuries accepted the money and promised todo their last for 
The Aglm,dsn corrupted the Chief of Polk ■ with ‘J I . HI and a mule, to 
allow lum 10 recapture, with a show of force, from the police, some sheep which he 
had stolen, and which the police had recovered Irom him. 


In the C‘nza of Dhok the corruption of the Kaimakatn has been such that the 
Administrative Council and Notables have petitioned the Acting Vali on the subject, and 
the erring official has been summoned to Mosul to answer the accusations brought against 
bim. 

4. Hazim Effendi. 

Ha/irn Etrendi ha* been named Vali of Mosul, and is expected shortly to reach his 

post. 

Constantinople, April 22, 1Sf)P. 


No. 7G. 

Sir X. (VConor to the Mnrt/ucss of Salisbury.—{Received Mail I.) 

(No. 2o:j.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople , April 27. 1809. 

I HAVE the? honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a Memorandum on the 
spread of the educational and religious intlucnce of Uussia in the Greek Orthodox 
community in Syria u.d Palestine, prepared hy Mr. Norman, Third Secretary in this 
Embassy. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOlt. 


Inelosure in No. 70. 

Memorandum respecting the Spread of Russian Influence in Syria and Palestine. 

THE population of Syria and Palestine is not probably more than 3,000,000 or 
3,500,000, of which three - fourths are Mahommcduus while the remaining fourth are 
Christians. Jews, Druses, add adherents of certain other little-known sects. 

The Christians of Syria nre not therefore a numerous body, and arc, moreover, sub¬ 
divided into a lurge number of different Churches, some of which are dependent on Home, 
w hile others are separated. The former group include, besides the Latins, who use the 
ordinary Roman rite, tin- Greek, Syrian, ( haldrean, and Armenian Catholic Churches, and 
the .Mnronitcs. 

These communities are chiefly the result of the labours of French and Italian 
missionaries, and have the privilege of retaining their ancient liturgies, which usually 
differ hut little from those in use in the separated Oriental Churches. The differences in 
dogma between each Catholic and the corresponding separated community being also 
inconsiderable, ii follows that individuals and oven whole villages pass somewhat easily 
from one to the other. 

The most important of the separated communities is the Greek Orthodox, which 
corresponds to the Greek Catholic. There is also the Armenian Gregorian, corresponding 
to the Armenian Catholic, the Nestorian In the Chnldtean Catholic, and the Syrian 
Jacobite to the Syrian Catholic. There is no community exactly corresponding to the 
Maronites, who, formerly Monothelites, became Catholics cn masse in 1182. 

The Ahyssinians and Copts are represented at Jerusalem, hut. are purely exotic com¬ 
munities, having no native adherents. 

The Greek Orthodox Church is governed by the (Ecumenical Patriarch at 
Constantinople, and by the Patriarchs of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch, of whom 
the last resides at Damascus. 

So fnr as tile two Patriarchates of Jerusalem and Antioch are concerned, the name 
"Greek ” has hut little racial significance, as the adherents of that Church and most of the 
clergy are Syrians by race, speaking Arabic, and not understanding Greek at all. Owing, 
however, to the exclusively Greek character of the (Ecumenical Patriarchate, it has up 
to now been a matter of course that nil the higher clergy should he, not natives, but 
Greeks, though it is, naturally, essential that they should be Ottoman subjects. 

Tin* result is that there is a distinct line of demarcation between the Prelates on the 
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one hand, and on the other, the lower clergy and laity, who differ from them hy race 
language, and traditions; nor is it unnatural that the lower clergy should be discontented 
at being debarred by an accident of race from all preferment, while_ the OrceUs, at tho 
same time, arc anxious to continue then* enjoyment of the exclusive right to the lucrative 
benefices of the Orthodox Church in Syria, which is a rich community. 

Russia lias not been slow to see the chance offered by tins state ot things, and 1ms 
used the opportunity to the fullest -stent, and in the most methodical manner. 

The "I ■ eel in view is gradually to detach the Orthodox Church in vria from l ie 
(Ecumenical' Patriarchate, a* lias been done in the ease of the Orthodox Church in the 
lialhan Si -is, and to malic it, while mmimnllv autocephalous, absolutely depemLnt on 
Russia, the great Orthodox Power. To this end various means are employed: tint interest 
of the Russians themselves in things emmeeted with 1 alestme is (usiered, while .nssi.m 
influence in that country is extended hy educational means, and, finally. Uu^t.i.i 
are directed to ousting from their privileged position the Greek clergy, tnd puttnu natt • 
in their places, thus destroving the ii.llttence of the (Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

There exists in Russia for these purposes a hotly called the • imperial Orthodox 
Palestine Society," of which, the tiraml Duke Sergius is President, and it works m all the 
wavs above indicated. . . . ... ... 

■ Interest in Syria mid Palestine generally, and, o! course, in the Holy 1 laces m parti¬ 
cular, is kept up bv means of pilgrimages organized tiy llte Society. 

The hest-eomiueted peasants in each villa; • arc in iurn transported in each year to 
Jerusalem j the.inumey is, of course, not luxurious, hut it is performed a a wonder t>y 
cheap rate, mid the travellers are not exacting as to comtort. Arrived at their dtstnia ton, 
in hatches of 3,000 nr 1,000 at a time, they arc lodged m enormous hospices erected loi 
ilkir reception and usually managed bv monks. In the middle of March hist there woie 
5,000 of these pilgrim* in Jerusalem,'and 10,‘'00 more were expected to arrive shortly'. 
The whole town was full of' them; on the country roads they were to he. met hy hundreds 
on Hair way to or from Bethlehem or .lerielm—scores ot them were bathing m the 

J °' ' liv this means, after some time the whole rural population of Uussiu will have made 
the pil-rimage, anil liv it their naturally deep devotion will he milamed to such an 
extent thut they will 'gladly die for any cause having any connection with the Holy 

The demeanour of these people is most admirable, and though everybody m the Holy 
Sepulchre Church is devout, the fervour of all scents cold beside that ot tho Russian 

' 1 Perhaps the most effective weapon in the hands of t't Palestine Pireioty is the control 
of the Orthodox schools, which they have contrived gradually to acquire all over the 
country, and through which the rising generation of the Syrian Orthodox community is 
becoming Russianized. .. . . , . . 

An interesting despatch on this subject, written bv Her Majesty « !lt ; 

Damascus, has already been transmitted to the Foreign Office. In it Mr. m hards 
describes in detail the Vcallv remarkable efforts made hy the Russian Government, through 
the Palestine Society, with this object throughout the \ lhivct of Syria, and the Lebanon. 
Not I. - than AJT. (5,000are annually spent by the Society in paving tin* rents ot '-'uioi 
buildings, and the salaries of teachers, and in maintaining a Russian doctor at Damascus. 
This entleman, who is reallvan agent of the Society, makes ireipiciit journeys through 
the country, in tfie course of which he treats, tree of charge, all who apply to film. an«l also 
furnishes his patients, gratis, with the necessary medicines, i omc ol the teucliei-h in 
the schools ore, themselves, Russians, and the Russian language is lively taught. Inc 
Director-General, who resides at Damascus, is himself a Russian, and only very : utl\ 
M. Anitehkoff, Adjoint to the Minister of Public Instruction in St. I utersburgh, arrived at 
Damascus and began an inspection of all tho Otliodox schools in the vilayet. 

.Meanwhile, these schools continue lo he nominally Ottoman and are not officially 
recognized as Russian. . . „ . . . , . 

What Mr. Richards reports as to the state of things in Syria is not less true m 
Palestine and it is stated on good authority that certain villages near Jerusalem, which 
tweiitv years since were Greek Catholic, have now become almost entirely Orthodox 
owin'- to the superior inducements which that community is able, hy Russian am, to oiler 
to the parents of children attending its schools. It i< difficult to gauge the accuracy of 
this assertion unless one lives in the country, hut it is certainly made, and l was even 
shown one village on tho road from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, culled Ret Jala, where 
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such a change is said to have taken place, and where the people arc certainly Orthodox 
lo-tkiv. . . . 

So long us tilt- Orthodox Palestine Society was willing to confine its operations to the 
field of education, it probnblv encountered little opposition from the. Ecclesiastical 
authorities of the community, who were doubtless gtnd to receive pecuniary aid for their 
schools. But a new development has recently taken place, which has filled them with 
just, apprehension. This is the tendency which Russia has lately shown to take advantage 
of the difference noticed above as existing between the higher Orthodox clcigy in Syria, 
and their subordinates and flock. Here, as in the case of the Balkan States,^she taken 
sides against the (JEcumenical Patriarchate to the interests of which the- • Prelate* are all 
more or less devoted. . 

The most striking example of this new development of Russian policy is o'irrnl by 
the afliiir of the election of the Patriarch of Antiocli. The sue--' s in ill ..inn:.lo v.Tiic:h 
tliis election has given rise have already been reported to the Euivigu Oific • as the\ came 
on,* but it may nevertheless he well to recapitulate shortly the leading lav s connected 
with it. . . 

Oil the death of the Orthodox Greek Patriarch of Antioch, id the cm oi Dsn, the 
•Sumd of twelve Prelates proceeded to elect as his succct sor Mgr. Spiridon, acting Bishop 
ui' Bethlehem, it Greek. Thi- election was carried out in precl ly the usual manner, Imt 
no sooner was the new Patriarch chonen, than the Russian Consul at Damascus, 
M. Bclnicw, who v.u- then re. ntly apptfntt 1 and who i: . -hit. proved ■ .... •• m »» 
agent of the Palestine Society, set himself to the ia-k of working up tile opt:.; m ;«v 
native Orthodox community against their chief. He succeeded so web '. ..at -Wg.-. fepui iuii 
was actually obliged to leave Damascus surreptitiously and take refuge at a eon.-cat :>ome 
distance from the eitv, whence lie made his way to Constantinople. ... 

The election of u new Patriarch now devolved on the Synod, w»m:u tm* iiii- i.m 
Consul .-pared no efforts to win over to his side, lie wu* m- successful hi t iis ,.... <cvc:i 
of the twelve Prelates composing the Synod gave way ami showed tuur wiliingm*^ to 
present a list of candidates containing the names of native Syrians belnugm:: to 
the Patriarchate of Antioch to the exclusion of individuals belonging to the other 
Patriarchates. . . 

The CEcumcnicnl Patriarchate naturallv used every endeavour to procure the uiclu-ion 
ui Greek candidates in the list, and the Porte, also well aware of what must he the 
ultimate result of a Russian triumph in the mutter, invited the Synod to comply with tins 
desire. The majority of that body refused, on certain technical grounds connected with 
the religious law, to present auy list other than that which they had already drawn up, 
containing only native candidates: the (Kcumenie.il Patriarchate declared these object! -ns 
to be invalid. 

The Russian Ambassador, thereupon, in March last, applied personally to the Sultan 
in the name of the Emperor, in favour of the election of a native. Soon after, the \ all 
of Damascus convoked certain members of the Synod, and informed them that lie had 
instructions to depose the loctt,n Irnms of the Patriarchate, Mgr. Germauos, Bishop ot 
Cilicia, to appoint in his stead Mgr. Malateos, Italian of Ltodicea, ami at the same tune 
to invite him to proceed at once to the election. ’Hie deposed Premie oclonged to the 
Greek, while his successor is ol the Russian, party. Nazim Pa lm’s instructions to act as 
lie did came, not from tho Porto, hut from the Palace, yet, when the (Ecumenical 
Patriarch appealed to the former, he was told that nothing could lie done, and a deputation 
to the Porto on behalf of those Patriarchs met with a similar reception. The Porle was 
therefore well aware of the duugcr to which Ottoman sovereignly in Syria is exposed by 
this official encouragement ol Russian propaganda, but iclt that in face ot the ?Miuaiis 
ultitudo, resistance was useless. They instructed the Vuli, however, tu inform the Synod 
that u deputation frum the three Patriarchates hail protested against the exclusion of 
candidates detrending on them, as an infringement of their rights. To this information the 
Synod replied hv telegraphing to lire Porto that they were legally and cotistitninmally 
justitied in taking the course of which complaint was made: and they begged at the -amo 
time that no further obstacles might lie placed in the way of their holding an immediate 
election. 

It would seem, however, that the triumph of the Russian party is not yet assured, for 
Nazim Pasha has lately been instructed hy the Porte to iufotm tho Synod that u list must 
he presented containing the names of the candidates proposed by the three Patriv. euatc-^ ui 
Constantinople, Jerusalem, and Alexandria, and, moreover, that the Sultan will recognize 
nc Patriarch who is not approval by the remaining three. This is at least a momentary 
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instance* ,Mi7i to^co.iraye? Out will ... «bn. f— which •!» >- 

«'"»& ? t^vrSc i" &!3£!T*» «a4 Prctac* of Syria,* wto fame .hut an 

77»-r«s sauwrsttW^^^ 

v! i •' *..:.!.». :.•! th - «••>•> <1 «!• ationr ol it- ccctesmrtic* presents « curious 

" ' ' ! . is (lotted v •••’ Ru stan. tnljlisliment*, and it is 

, *' ''■' “" ",.’.'i , ■ ■, , v ,.. ■;: building id’ iinpcirtnncc which is to lie 

sciii'tlicrl !' ' Vt! a Ht-ino d.uH’. : U -n or i. hospic lor (ho reception of 

Uiiwbnn pilvir.i-. ... , i Ci.ii-f in i-.iur.iiimiti, s not in cotli- 

- ' .7 V 1 , } whom it i» . . i i gather into tile Orthodox fold. The 

sum :-b ; ;;;■ 

I 

ro, ; "■ 11,0 

Cal '' , nu.' 1 's»ni'c li piicnoiiicnon i visible, in a hs-rr Agree, in Uic church of the Coptic 
<u..ivc.an.ljoimiiK'|u ' M ,,, a ,,.b!c to Kmncc. who, in the 

ptcrent'^Vf hcr"n««, fdo not"SE 

srswt.»S-'x-s:V'ts*::;:::, .. 

protect ill the Kart, tiioi.nl ip t h .■ ■ [signed) II. NORMAN. 

CftiixtitlUinoj U, Ajuil 20, lMKh 
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gjf .V. O'Conor to !/■< Murqtm ofSnlMur a .-{Hn,ive,l M<nj 1.) 

(No. -Of.) Conslunlinople, April 27,180'.t. 

My 'm 1 \VE the honour to forward to vour I.ordshin herewith copy of a .h»,«lcl. which 
1 have received fro..: Her Majesty', Actio* Consul tit Krzerou.n, respect,n B the recent 
operations for the relief of Armenians in ins district. ( ^ ^ 

(Signed) ‘ ’ ‘ N. K. O’CONOR. 


Inelobiire in No. 77. 

Ueulrnant-Colotiti Musty t® ' s ' ,r s' 1 ' (> Conor. 

(No. 20.) Jirzeroum, April 11,1800. 

. 
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support of their poor. This I have done, us our funds are so low that it is prudent to 
reserve them entirely for seed with a view to averting a famine next winter, and also ns 
it is well to let these people feel the weight of their responsibility in mutual aid. 

I propose dealing with the several districts around the town ot Erzeroum, as a centre, 
by degrees, as the snow melts. 1 have already considered the wants of Possin and 
Khunus, towards the east and south of Erzeroum. I am authorizing 250 liras between 
those two districts, although three times that amount would bo needed, hut l have 
explained that money is scarce, and that this sum will bring in six-lold, in the harvest, 
for next winter. The original amount is then to he recredited to us, and this will enable 
us to supply the wants of those who still remain very poor. 

At the same time, 1 have made friendly representations to the Vuli on the following 
matters, receiving from him. in reply, most satisfactory assurances. First. 1 ihlonncd him 
of our relief distributions, asking him t«• take all necessary precautions to have our lands 
safeguarded, and informing him at the same time, that as soon as the snow melts l shall 
visit some of the distressed districts to personally control the work, and asking him to 
he so kind as to give me some loeal official to accompany me. N\ llilo tliankinu me lie 
assured me that nothing distributed by us would lie touched hv any one, ami that lie 
would instruct the various ICiiiinitkium to he at my disposal when T went round. 1 
thought it wise to mlopt (his attitude, first, because the Government could have no doubt 
us to our object being a purely charitable one, and uenin, so as to make the Government 
responsible for the safety of our agents and our funds. ..... 

I took this opportunity to bring to his Excellency's notice the lollowiug lrrcgu- 

Thc taxes are, in some cases, levied with the torcihlc aid ot the police. I he taxes 
of Armenians who emigrated to Russia during the recent disturbances are levied still, 
with arrears, on their native villages. 

The Government offices and archives of IVsin having been destroyed by lire, all 
back taxes since 1300, that is, for sixteen years, are being rigorously collected mall 
cases where a receipt for previous payment cannot he produced. This is the ease in 
several villages. One has had to pay forty, another eleven, liras tor the 130* sheep tax. 
It is inconceivable that such a tax would lie loti so long in arrears, as the usual alternative 
to its non-payment is the seizure of so many sheep in lieu thereof. Another village has 
had to pay forty lints for emigrants who are still in Russia. 

Cases arise of military officers being given an order tor their pay on certain villages, 
payment of which they then enforce without mercy. ... .. . 

The military commutation tax had been partly levied before the order came tor .ts 
temporary remittal. . . . . .. . . 

These are a few of the legitimate grievances and injustices under which these poor 
starving people are groaning. As I hoped that our Vali would not countenance such 
irregularities if he once became really aware of their existence, I hastened to lay them 
before his Excellency ill a friendly spirit and with exact details, the result being that he 
will institute an inquiry, and take the necessary stops to their cea-ing. 1 s will he kept 
informed as to the result, and l have no doubt that considerable’ good will result from my 
present action. , . , 

During my conversation with Rnouf Pasha we spoke at some length on the 
political situation, ami he expressed himself extremely pleased at the increasingly .timidly 
relations between this country and England, lie also said that great general re o?ms 
were necessary by which an honest Central Government would he appointed with equally 
honest odiemla at the head of elicit province, full power lasing given to them to dismiss 
any officials under them for want of integrity. He is hunscll tired ol his life here, and 
will soon succeed, no doubt, in securing his departure, lie will he a great loss. 1 
shall keep your Excellency informed as to our further relief operations and necessities. 
In the meantime 1 would beg that authority to draw a further sum ot 200 liras might lie 
telegraphed to tuc. 

1 1 have, Sc. 

(Signed) P. II. H. MASSY, 

Her ISrUannic Mujesty's Acting Consul. 
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Sir N. O'Conor to the Maryuess of Salisbury,—(Received May 1.) 

Mr Lord,^ Constantinople, April 27, 1 SOS). 

I IIAVI5 the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of a very interesting despatch 
{join II, r Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van reportin'* the rescue of an English traveller, 
?,!r. Sykes, from shipwreck on the Lake of Van by llamidich troops, and containing 
information wHh regard to the condition of affairs in Captain MaunseU’s district. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. K. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 78. 

Captain Mannsrll to Sir .V. O'Conor, 

(No. 10.) 

Si r , Van, April 10. 1899. 

! HAVE tin- honour to report that Mr. Mark Sykes, an Kntdish traveller from 
.Icruakin, I taina.sctis, Bagdad, and Mosul, arrived hereon the 2nd instant, and left, on 
the ML for England hv wav of Hnvu/id and the Trans-Caucasu>. Some ol his ox fieridices 
are interesting as hearing on the llaniidieh (picstion. 

lie left Tiidvan, at tin- south-west corner of the lake, to cross by hunt to Van ; a 
storm «• me on, and the l oat was driven on tin rocks near Parker, a village 12 miles 
from Adeljivas. 

It. was on the point o| going to pieces when a llamidieh officer and some men eume 
down with ropes, which they threw v. ties boat, and managed to tow her into the small 
harbour at Pnrkct. 

The crew ol tin* vessel were Ai • emails; they had been rendered unite helpless by 
the storm; hut when they saw they laid fallen into the hands of tin llamidieh, tiiey 
L. came even more terrified than before. 

On seeing an English traveller, the llamidieh Lieutenant, Mustafa Ac-ha. of Hussein 
Pasha’s ..aii regiment, brought •• o; |..r Mr. Syl.c-. and renden d him and his servants 
every po^sibh -crvice. They ivunincil at p arket four day. while the boat was being 
repaired, during which time tlu. Kit iiwisted on doing Mr. Sykes all possiido honour, 
and gave him .. special llamidieh guard for bis tents. 

Thcv sent word to Hussein Pasha at I’atnot/., unci were most anxious ihat Mr. Sykes 
should go over then* to see him. 

Mr. f*‘ykrs wit several litm •• hr -u Jit into Parkct village, where the Kurds feted him, 
.it fu ; he thought, in their i v.it bouses, hut, as he xiibsctpiuntly discovered, in the 
house of tlu leading Armenians, the \rmeumtt landlord standing hv in a corner while the 
Kurd did the honours ol the tiou.se. 

iml me a telegram from A< . Ijiv ; , and ! arranged with the Vidi for an escort to 
h.in. kiim round toe north slum of tin lake to Van; but, repair* bavin- In eti completed, 
lie en c mu h a-, by the same boat. 

'fin iniakaii. «»f Adclji-- •! not appear io have lx-cu infnrme 1 of the ncnin nee 

at all, appa ntly the Kurd- vislieil t.i have ail the credit to theinselvis. 

C ,. .o .(ion after tin- mi Pa. IL lck in the - inie country, I have .*one into 

the (. tail .1 ,.u incident., whi ... I hope, proves that t < Kurds can dUtingui-h het.ween 
n n |*v iish traveller ;md those ta, .-i /.iionalitiei*. and that tin- Government 1ms given 
stringent order- , after l)r. thick’- If ir. for the safety of European travellers. 

1 do not think i: has hern mcntk.ncd previously that. Ur. Ih:l.*k wore the Russian tint 
cap; his servants w-re all Rumiuii Armenians, to whom lie spoke in Russian, so that there 
m v he .some truth in the story that the Kurds mistook the party fm revolutionists. 
Curiously enough, before -tartiug for Mosul, the German party discarded their Russian 
caps, and had some made after the pattern ol one of mine. 

When Mr. Sykes was lien* I took him to see Ahmed Pasha, the llamidieh Com¬ 
mandant lieic, whom I tnuuJ.cd foi the crudhuhle manner in which the llamidieh officer 
hud rescued and treated .Mr. Sykes. 

Ahmed Pnshu was extremely pleased at this, and said he would inform the Com¬ 
mandant at Arjish, under whom the ollicer was serving. 


I Have not dropped the question of endeavouring lo procure the capture ol Kbssiiii 
W !,„ committed the outrage on Or. Belck, nud have taken thisi opportunity to press it 
again on the Vali, who tells me he is still in lading near the Pcremn frontur, has not 
returned to his regiment, and also that lie has inlormutton that /ekkt 1 aslia "ill gne 

A week ago a fight took place in AlliaU. near Bashknla, between Slicrct iley, the 
notorious Kurd Chid of the Sl.ikifti tribe, and some regular troops, under Sa il. Hey. 
the Commandant of Bashknla, the i '.mediate cause being the attempt to evade the sliccp 
tax hv hiding nwav n number of the sheep. . , , 

Sh<-ref !b v proved himself it the time of the massacres to he an inhuman scoundrel, 
and his acts then and since have been the subject of numerous despatches. 

After t. sharp stmgele, Sherd - Hey himself was captured and luought |*ic] is said 
that ‘ hcrcf Bev arrived in Bashknla with scarcely a rag on Ins back. 

There lins'heen a warrant out against him for some tune tram the Courts here, amt 
lie will probablv lie brought in for trial shortly. 

The fact that lie isn Hamidiclt Mir Alai, decorated with the Order ot the Silver Until,/, 
and fourth class Osman*, makes ids capture an event of considerable importance, and 
indicate, a chiutgu ot policy towards llic Ilanndiell on the part ol the (.overmnent whuIt 
will certainly have a marked eld el on Hie security of the country generally, and on the 
behaviour oi'the neighbouring Chiefs. ... . . . . T 

it is to lv iemmh. il I’, el the capture v.e- came out by regular troops, and I think 
it .hows how easy it I- lor the (iov. content to ileal with turbulent Kurds it they so 

Since his capture the country neiii Bu-uiUulii tins r. aiaiiied perfectly quiet. 

•t he sleep tax h also been collected from the Meiikui'i tribe ot Kurils on the 
IV,IVontier near ’end i.l-oliy a lore. ,,: regular troops, ';l,o round that Mc|,d An ,a 
a llamidieh Major, amt brother ol the tribal duel Ibrahim Bey, lmd hidden awn) 9,000 
sheep; on which Mejid Agliu was soundly beaten and forced to pay double the tax ol the 

I hear that lliis evening troops an leaving Van In deal with Jniifer Bey, Chief of the 
Shi veli Kin ds in Timur district, not far north of Van, md collect the sheep tax from him 

“Theal'thut'daaler Bev was preparing t» light with the Uaideianli under I lussci.i 
Pastil:, liut lie will not lie aide to carry out this project now. 

It wfcms that ihc seven yt ats’ e\v:..|»ti*»:i until taxation which the llumnlieh ha\u 
hitherto enjoyed me now at an end, and they wilt in future have to pay. _ , , „ 

■pids subject is (if verv great importance to the security ol tins province, and 1 shall 
not fail to .a. iuai.it vour Excellency of any larther developments by telegraph. .... 

With mlcniice’iii the questi.ai of Catholic conversions m iltloncd ill tnv .No. i t ot 
the‘'7th March, it i* interesting to md. that tin Vine de Fiance lias now commenced 
i.reccwc- ill the local Courts ug:du.,l thus Ai.m iiiaiisof the Kullnndurquarter in Van, who 
became Catholics and .nl,<cqu.t tty r..v. rt..d .ad IV a.t whom lie now re,pores a ret,.ml ol 

Bio mmiev giv« , them in the first iiisimiee. 

The Armenians contend that it was giv. a ns poor relief, mid 1 fane) it. will be very 

difficult to recover it. „ iw-» 

'He Catholic Armenia.. LL-hup, IV-rc A .Home, ha- rcec.i l ; obtained -.Herat 

from Constantinople, and -lai ... ri, to ... on the Council ol the vilayet. 

I’he Vali has referred the question tor decision to Constantinople. 

I have inquire'! regarding the number of Vr.ncmaa houses to Van and ‘he 
■urrmuidiiig villages win, have • a .me Ca Indie, and lmd it a total ot -.*<>- A f» '» 
those to Whom oxen were given from oar relict fit» last year, have ,1.eeo,no ( a,Indie, am 
Dr. Kavuolds prepose.l ... me lake away their oxen and icdistulnite then;, but l 
declined K. assent many such proposal, si tlmught it might be misconstrued into the 
commencement of a series of religious reprisals oil our part. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) F. R. MAUNSEU.. 
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No. 7'J. 

S,V .V. O'Conor to llm Marque** ql Salisbury.—{lleeeieeil May 1.) 

AM* CO ' ir “ IC " ti:ll ' ) Con*,anlino,,U; April 27. 18!H>. 

• WITH reference to my .1,, patch No. V.n, Co,.n,ienti.,| *■£* 

n-unnliiig tl.0 iiogoliiitioiis pom-Ow M. lteUnita* nuM* » <- e 

for ttii* -rant of a Cmin-sinn for a railroad from llio Syrian coast to tin- ! i i»i. " 

I WTran the Austrian Ambassador that M. Ucs-Imit«ho appram to !><• a 
Conccssimi hunter hy profession, has applied mhirafor nU'eml support on. the * 

of a reeommtaulation ... the Ansirian l'oreaj.i Oltiee. and that h,s l.wl,.. . has 

olfored to uive him a loiter to tin; fort.; staling that he is recommend, ;1 hj his 
Government, and is hacked hy a strong financial Syndicate. -iv.-.Mcv 

The inclosed .Memorandum gives an iienmnl ol an mteiuen w in u Air. . >• J 

lms had with M. lleehnit/er. The .Memorandum eoiiiains sc.me mtorestin„ . la of 

the comm-of the negotiations during the perm., «hen the t otpsioi. n.is .... In 

ic*iunisl’s inmc 'That gentleman lms now mtormed In* loilt Hint m ms 
SfcCMiSJin it scheme, and has deeiared M. Miter to he the 

TBSnKpItShavo.. carefully ..I at the Ministry of MU. 

Works, where certain modifications were agreed to, and the scheme as mnenddh e, 
now under eonsidciation lit the Palace It emlimces tlm construe ion of a 111 f m 
Alexandretta to some point not vet determined -m the 1 I'lwuii .ill , , 1 .. V, .^If 

Aleppo, Jteir, Ikigdad, and Rnsra, and a brunch line fr„m ltag.lad to Nmljcl leshent 

ua l ^‘' l ' 1 , ; 1 »; li)iitzoi . . s infol . m ,,,i tliat the Sultan is disposcd lo gmnt tlic dcsiivd Con- 
cession on eondition that tlie scheme is made to include the construction ol a line 
connecting llic new railway with the Anatolian system, running Iron) komn to 
some point hi tiveen Alexandretta and Aleppo, whereby through emmeetmn would In 
cstuhlished with Constautiimple. - 

(Signed) U "‘ ’ ‘ N. H. O’CONOR. 


Inclosuro in No. 71). 

Memorandum by Mr. Weakley. 

(Contldential.) Memorandum of the 18th instant 1 have to report that I 

Imve sen, M Ueeimit Z er: from whom 1 have obtained the following part.eulars 

I’ortc hy Count,^pnii^iuUnmUnjt^^ils 

havin'* ceasixl to have anv further interest m the Inpoli-Ko'w it .Railway • » 

ami deelarimr M. Ueelmitw’r t» he the real appUeant for the j'T' l^eh, it^r° who is 
I... t r | ,t 1 in The ni-niret is now. there! ore, in the hands o M. UUimlzu, ", l . u> s 
Son the negotiations with the Porte on behalf of the financial Syndicate 

Vi!: n '-■••■■mm ro r v It «i 

lvinnisV- name with a view to prevent Russian opposition, pud with the ulca ot 
oidlduii.g powerful inlluence, hoth ill St. l’etei-slmrgh and ill Constantinople, foi the 
furthimmeo^.liet’isijeet.^ ^ t , mt , |)Cen successful in obtaining.the 

snnnort of fount Mouruvieff and M. do Witte, on the condition that a portion of the 
capitnl licccssarv for the coimtruction of the line was to he miscel on the Russian 

of’Thcf Tmijcct^ he”was' 1 i Merest iM^i'i''^^ ^pkiccil'Vimlor* Hussion control. 

A1 TntiSchVlT was oven of the opinion that, under such circumstances, the Russian 
Guv. \cw ir extending the Central Asia Railway into Afghan, stan might 

he ahandoued. 
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In the course of subsequent negotiations, MM. do M itte and Romanoff stipulated 
that a small share capitnl of 10,01)0,000 fr. should he raised, of which 6,000,000 fr. 
was to Iks held in Russia, and that a debenture capital of 250,000.000 fr. should he 
obtained in England. These conditions could not he accepted hy the London 
Syndicate, as they would place the line entirely under Russian control, and further 
negotiations being impossible, it was considered undesirable that Count Kapnist 
should, under the circumstances, continue to take an active part in the matter, and 
that ho should give up his interest for a substantial consideration. 

Thu terms of the draft Convention have been carefully examined at the Ministry 
of Public Works, and certain modifications have been agreed to. 

The head of the line will be at Alexandretta instead of at Tripoli; the line will 
pass close to Aleppo on to Doir, and, following the right hank of the Euphrates, will 
reach Bagdad and Basrah, and will finally bring up at a point to be determined upon 
later on on the Persian Gulf, situated between Fao and Kowcit, if not Kowcit itself. 
M. Rechnitzer said there seemed to he sonic doubt as to the sovereignty of Turkov 
over Kowcit, a doubt which had been expressed by Lord Curzou at an interview which 
M. Rcclinitzcr had had with him; it had, in consoquenee, been considered advisable 
to leave the terminus of the line on the Persian Gulf undetermined for tin* present. 

The proposal for the construction of a branch line from Bagdad to llannckin has 
not been entertained hy the Porto, as that line will form part of the Anatolian 
Railway Company's scheme which joins llannckin to Moussoul hv way of Kifri. On 
the other hand, no objection was made to a branch being extended from Bagdad to 
Nedjcf Tcsherif via Kcrhela. 

M. Rcclinitzcr has been ini • med that Ui> Majesty the Sultan is favourably 
disposed to grant him the Concession he has applied for on condition that his.scheme 
includes the building of 150 kilom. <>f railway from Koniah via Adana to join the 
proposed line from Alexandretta at a point between that port and Aleppo, in order to 
have a through connection with Constantinople over the Anatolian system, which has 
Koniah as a terminus. 

Osman Bey, Sous-Chcf do l’fitat-Major, has received instructions from the Palace 
to examine M. Ucelmitzor’s proposals, and his Excellency Tahsiu Bey, First Secretary 
of the Palace, lias been instructed to prepare a special Report on the subject for 1 Eis 
Majesty the Sultan’s perusal. 

The modified project for the Concession or the railway applied for hy 
M. Rochnitzer is now as follows:— 

Maiu Liiii \—Alexandretta to Aleppo, l)eir, Bagdad, Basrali, and a terminus on 
the Persian Gulf. 

lirancli .—Bagdad to Nedjcf Tcsherif vift Kcrhela. 

Proposed Line .—Koniah vh\ Adana on to a point to join the main line between 
Alcpp" and Alexandretta. 

Constantinople, April 21,1891). 


No. 80. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 


gi r| Foreign Office, May 2, 1899. 

1 HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 177 of the 13th ultimo, 
reporting that the Uanmseus-llaitTa Railway Concession has been taken over hy the 
Thames Ironworks Company'. 

1 approve your Excellency’s action in giving your support to the agent of the 
Thames Ironworks Company in his negotiations with tho Turkish Government with a 
view to obtaining an extension of the term of Concession and commencing the actual 
construction of the line. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 






IOC 

No. 81. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. 0 Conor. 

101,) Foreign Office, May 2,1800. 

1 HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 108 of the —Itli ultimo, 
respecting the unsatisfactory state of pulilie order nt Boirout. . 

J approve your action in making unofficial representations to the Pmte on tlio 

subject. . 

I am, ixc. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 82. 

Consul-General Wool I to the Marquess of Salisbury—{Received May 5.) 

MV Lord, . . 'fabric,' April 10,1809. 

I 11AVK the honour to forward, Tor your Lordship’s information* the copy ot 
further despnteli 1 have this day addressed Her Majesty’s Minister at lelintn on the 
subject. of further irregular proceedings on the part of the Hussiau Mission to the 

Nestorians in Uruininb. , , . 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


Inclosure in No. 82. 

Consul-General Wood to Sir M. Durand. 

2-) Tubci:, April 10, 1S90. 

IN (rontiliuntion of my despatch No. 1 of the 16th Fehnmry, j have the 
honour to transmit to your FxeellCney some further reports received trmn independent 
and trustworthy sources, showing the continuation by the Russian Mission in 
Urumiah of the rude methods which they have so far employed in the endeavour to 
impose their ideas among the Nestorian congregations, which may show a lack ol 
alacrity in joining it, or oven of any desire to follow its precepts. 

It* would scorn that the latest assault given by the Russian Church militant in 
Urumiah has been directed against the Nestorian village of “ Gouktepe.’ 

This village already possesses Roman Catholic and Presbyterian chapels beyond its 
own old Syrian place of worship, and considering, perhaps, that their spiritual needs 
were already sutRcieiltly provided for, the villagers had shown no desire tor the 
presence of the exponents of tin? Orthodox faith. . 

On arriving at “ Gouktepe,” the Russians found the majority of the old Syrian 
Churchmen with their priest at their head holding aloof and the. church closed. 

This was an obstacle which lmd no restraining elVeot upon the members of a 
Mission who. reported in my above-mentioned despatch, had not hesitated to trust 
the supremacy of their religious convictions, as well as of their bodily strength, to the 
test of personal combat. .... • . , 

An entrance being found hv means of a window, the Russian priests entered the 
church, and soon liroko open the door. ... 

From what 1 can gather, it appears, according to ancient tradition and custom, 
timt so long as a single nl<l Syrian remains in a village flic church cannot lie alienated 
or be given over to other religious denominations. 

The weakness of the position held by the old Syrian- is the liict that their 
.•Wit. St Bishops now belong to tbo Orthodox roUh.su that their appeals even to the 
Mnliummeihin owners of their villages, under the above circumstances and owing to 
the protection given to the Russians by tlu* Government or Tabriz authorities, are 
likolv. as lias actually happened in the present ease, to remain unheeded. 

The feeling of anxiety and uneasiness produced among the old Syrians by acts 
such as those I have just' alluded to, anil which scorn to be but a few specimens 
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anion" manv others, as well as the alarm and exasperation raised among the rather 
fanatical Mahommcdnn populations in Urumiah at tlio sight of the vigorous and 
unrestrained actions ofctlic Itussian Mission, can well bo imagined. . ... 

The sentiments of these last culminated a few days ago in a meeting in l run, to 
which some of the highest notables of the district were invited, in order to protest 
against the actions of the Russian Mission, and to discuss tlio adoption ot tlic host 

measures to place a limit to them. ... , , , , 

FortunatelV, the representatives of the best class of natives behaved most 
nrudcntlv at the meeting, and directed tlio current of opinion towards the forwarding 
of an appeal to the Governor-General of Tabriz rather than the adoption of strong 
measures locallv. a proceeding which must have tended to calm tlio minds ot tlio 
lower orders in the place, ami probably prevented hostile demonstrations against the 
Christians in general. ... , 

It is much to ho regretted that we are still without a successor to our 

cx-Govemor-General. _, . 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receiued May S.) 

Mv^lmnV Constantinople, April 28,1899. 

' \VITH reference to mv despatch No. 95 or tlio 2nd ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward to vour Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch which 1 have received from 
II,. r Majesty's Vice-Consul al ltodeidali, respecting recent. Turkish reverses ill the 

Yemen. r , , 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) X. It. O'CONOR. 


lnclosurc in No. 83. 

Vice-Consul Ahmed la Consul Devey. 

Sir*'”* ^ Cameron, March 23,189!). 

IX continuation of my despatch No. 19 of tlio itli March, 1890, 1 have tlio 
honour to report that news readied me to the effect that about, a fortnight ago, in a 
pin,.,, named Haiti Madiklia, near Kofnl, where one Major and 10i> soldiers were 
stationed, one day one Sheikh of Hint place came and became very friendly with tlio 
Major, second day two,other Sheikhs did the same, and on Hie third dny three other 
Sheikhs repeated the first and second days' proceedings. After live days tlio above- 
mentioned six Sheikhs enme with their followers,dined with the Major, and I lieu stabbed 
him, with 200 Arabs killed nearly all tlio Turkish soldiers who were kept there to 
"Hard tlio place. Six persons escaped and went to Hie nearest station named 

Mahahshay, whore 500 soldiers and one Kobgasi (Lieutenant-Major) were posted. 

Hearing tlio above thev left the place and lied to llnjja. About a week ago post for 

K 0 f n l and llnjja from llodeidah pome hack to liodcidnh as the road was in 

possession of the rebel Arabs. 

Most of the places, taken by the Turks a little while ago, have been retaken by 
the Arabs; onlv Shahid and Znfccr are in the hands of the Turks. 

Recently tin- Sheikh of Ueni Souda, a place in the interior, came with a camel 
load of money, 200 guns, and lot) sheep to make his submission to the Commander-in- 
chief of tile Yemen, who had with him Sheikhs of Alls and Uajoor, and who told the 
Sheikhs of licni Souda to go hack to his place, where lie would come very soon. 
Thereupon this Sheikh advised the Sheikhs of llajoor and Abs to go to their own 
places. The day previous to that fixed by the Commander-in-chief to go to Ueni 
Souda, the Arabs came and made a great slaughter amongst the Turks. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) T. U. AHMED. 
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No. 81. 

Sir y. O'Conor lo the Marquess of Salisbury.—‘(Received May 8.) 

(No. 223.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 3, 1899. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the rebellion in the 
Yemen, 1 lmve the honour to inclose herewith an extract from the “ Levant Herald,” 
according to which the General in Command of the Turkish troops, Alitlullah Pasha, 
reports that he has captured Hamer and Djerat from the rebels. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O’CONOK. 


Inclosure in No. Si-. 

Extract from the “ Levant Herald ” of May 3, 1899. 

DESPATCHES from Marshal Abdullah Pasha, dated the 5ih ultimo, have been 
received at the War Office, and give particulars of that day’s lighting against the 
Hnshid tribesmen, who have long been in revolt. The Arabs fortified Humor, and held 
it in great force. They were, however, dislodged by the troops under Marshal 
Abdullah Pasha and retired to .Djerat, which was on the same day also captured by 
the Imperial forces. Seeing the futility of further opposition, Sheikh Shut, leader of 
the tribesmen, made bis submission to the Marshal. 


No. 85. 

Sir A'. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 8.) 

(No. 225. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 1, 1S99. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 290 of the 27th ultimo, inclosing copy of a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Van respecting the condition of affairs in his 
district, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy of a Memorandum by Mr. Block, on 
the subject of the Porte's change of attitude towards the Kurds alluded to by Captain 
Mauuscll. 

In a private conversation some days ago with Mr. Block, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs fully indorsed the observations contained in this Memorandum regarding the 
Porte’s recent acquisition of iidluencc, and stated that it had for some time past held 
the view that the licence enjoyed by the Hamidi6 was most injurious to the interests of 
the Empire. 

Tewlik Pasha also intimated that the Russians hud made strong representation against 
the disorder prevailing tin the frontier, ami had at times even threatened to lake measures 
themselves if the Kurds were not controlled. 

I have. &c. 

(Signed) N. 11. O’CONOK. 


Inclosure in No. 85. 

Mr. Block to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 116.) 

Sir, Constantinople, May 1, 1899. 

WITH reference to Captain Maunsell’s despatch No. Hi of the 19th April, and his 
telegram of the 28th April, regarding (he present attitude of the Turkish authorities 
towards the Kurds and notably towards the Hnmidie, I have the honour to state that the 
several causes to which this change of front—which was bound to come sooner or later— 
may In- attributed at this moment, are as follows;— 

'flic Porte for some time past has advocated strong measures against the Kurds, und 
has held the view that the licence which tin llamidie were permitted lo enjoy would not 
only impoverish the Treasury but would cause political complications, external as well as 
internal. 


The creation of the Ilnmidid regime nts was not in itself a bad measure. The idea was 
by •»radually enrolling these lawless highlanders into regiments to bring them under control. 
Some sixty regiments have now been formed, and some 300 or -100 Turkish officers have 
been grnduallv drafted into them, but at first tin- Kurdish Chiefs only consented to enrol 
their men on’condition that they, their old feudal lords, should have command of them, 
and unfortunately, immediately after the scheme lmd been inaugurated, the Armenian 
question took n very acute form, and tiic Kurds were used to counteract and suppress the 
movement, as was to he foreseen, and as (Jencral Sir II. Cherinside pointed out, would he 
the case nearly twenty years ago. 

The services (?) the Kurds rendered earned tho momentary gratitude of the Sultan, 
wlm, with his warped ideas and insane prejudices, looked upon the Armenians as a danger 
to the Empire and to his per-. mi, .nd k:u.w »f no other mean « of subduing them than by 
annihilating them, the Oriental method, of which so many examples have been seen in this 
country and other Eastern States, such . - I’er.-ia mid Afghanistan. 

Tiie Kurds thus have enjoyed impunity for their misdeeds, and the Ottoman 
Treasutv h Ik en losing considerable revenues,* s no llamidie soldier was even asked for 


his taxes. 

The Porte, ns 1 Imye said, has throughout lfcld different view.- to the Sultan, but 
unforlunntelv the Sultan, as your Excellency is aware, has not listened to his Ministers 
since the present Ministry was named, practically by lzz.ct Bey, then in high favour with 
the Sultan. Izzet Bcv not only persuaded th Sultr.i* »o create a dummy Ministry at the 
Porte, hut broke the power of all possible rivals at the Palace-the Rnghibs, the Haggi 
Ali Bcvs. e! hoc genus onmr. ta t himself has now fnlleii. and the Sultan meddles less 
with the affairs of State, tired and wearied as he is by the incessant strain of the last few 
vears. The Ministry, weak and invertebrate as it is, has therefore acquired a little more 
initiative iu admiui frutive affairs. This is noticeable in many other questions besides the 
Kurdish qm-tion. and will continue until somo political e.i'is again arouses the Sultan into 
liis old feverish ivitv, or until :: new favourite, ambition- and cunning like Izzet, again 
destroy.- F .- parti IN awak-. m-! !:.<b 'V-u c of the Porte in administrative matters. 

Thi i> one ivuso vhv th - Gov rnment i- t hit:; m-easur against the Kurds ; but a 
stronger reason cv-t : tin’SulUr; is retting liied of the Kurds and the worry they give 
him both h iv ami in the proving - Sheikh Abul Ilmla, who married a daughter of 
Bedrki.an, the Kurdish Chief, and was t!u protect >r of all the Kurdish Bey here as 
lung as he hud the ear of the Sultan, w..s ousted by ta-t P. y, and has not succeeded in 
regaining hi- old iiillti'nice , Z.-ki l\, !.a, « : Krzmgian, iras never believed in the Kurds; 
a CitV ! ian. he has alw. \ - bated :-ul decreed them, and though he has obeyed orders 
und has cajoled, sj .died, ami protected them, when the current turn.-, his weight with the 
gultan—his .sister i . in the Imperial Harem—•'ill he thrown into tho scale against them. 
The matte i- a- v.:t milv in an inceptive ^-utc, but if tli • Sultan turns against them and 
they liav: .10 protect ms, * the Kurd- will I) treated as they have been treated before, 
and' as they treated the Armenians; that i to say, if they rc-ist, which is doubtful. 

Igistly, the Bns-hnre have made very strong representations against the disorder 
existing on the frontier, and have at time- threatened to take measure.-, themselves, it the 
Kind - ice r . cor. rolhd; m IVr-i m Gm rnim at has eomplaiued of Shemt Bev, atid the 
incident • 1 Dr. Belck brought the Gerntnu Emlmasy into the question, though only tor the 


moment and in a lmlf-hemted way. , ... 

That Sheriff Bey will be tried an 1 , condemned I doubt, but ho will be brought t> 
reason in one wuv or the oilier, and we may see at nu distant date gradual measures taken 
against the Kurils in genera* which cam: but pronucea heneffeiu! effect. 


No. 80. 


Sir N. O'Conn to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 15.) 

(No. 227.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 9,1899. 

I HAVE the honour t>> furwaid her.with copie* ol two despatches Irom Her 
Maji-.-tyV C\ u ul at Aimmu, Irimi which : •; ; ■ Fuat there i.* iu ^abatement, in th • 

unusual military activity observable in this district, as reported in his despatch ot the 

[M»l ’ 2 l 





Ill) 


21st March, which acoomp ttiictl my 
the =amc month. 


despatch No. 13| Jo your Lordship of the 30ttl of 
I have, Sc; 

fSiuncil) N. U O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 8(1. 

C muI S/tipley to Sir N. O'Conor. 

< No - 12 ‘) Atitgora, April 10, ISO!). 

I (IAVK lit ’•oimur to report to your Kxotkney that 10,000 vide- at the 

imttcm with 3,8-1" ooO cartridges to n atch Inna, duiiiig the past tea -lay,, h. .-it loi 
U mil to this vilayet, md that th- -Military .-.uIIkkUii - my : a. • • 

porting them to tie I'uHnwine centre- v-h- ed pots, s.s., ’u.: tst J..i . •••*• • -.V ! " 

llaimand, Ntdlihnnd, Vast,.' y Hat ' ' '■ . ' 

Y„,.»t -md Ooiren, -he last-ttr-nt om-l d<p',t rt-tvtnt! .,«> ••Ihi. each, ' - 

So"i Vih'VCt IV -i. Vc'.- ‘ >h ; noli. Tl: •! ... old 

pallim me, I nmh rttt-n l. to he rct-tri- d to C at: t ’ . I-. td >•••, 

tn " ! ' ■ ' insulating among the M 

either Angora ot Cm irctt >31 tadot! centre if n t.v < ;.p . 

hclicve t,nihil- ta. re than a irer- bazaar rummir, ami ' •mly give tt as sl-.muug the . cat 

interest which Is h .xcitod atm the population hy ft,, recent on, what tnw "1 

stir in military mntters. j t &c 

\\ . SM1PU5Y. 


inclosurc 2 in No. *<>• 

Consul Shipley tn Sir jV. 0 } Conor. 

& 0, lt 0 Angola, Mn,j 2, IS!)!). 

Ml VYK tlic* honour to repi-rt to vonr !■'.v 1! -nt-y *l. r the aHiv.:; m mi!i ary irrs 
■ : \v a i cli I rcfeired in my despatch N . lOonlm in,!, April last, still the 

:i t it, .( tiou III) less than Veit 'Its couoii'• *n :m .'.verage <*•> Aiartiin rilloa, 
„•!, ,,t tl:.- olil pattern, have been ••oil .-ted from t <• various «!f|»ots in thu p ouur ami 
. warded l’v rail to Constantinople, while I*T steles ‘-•oulammg about 10 new 

ull ’f, n:,. i ach have arrival here IV m the Mi-.m-ntiorn *! esiy.und have lav:, ordered to he 
forwarded to their respective destinations with all po ';>!e celerity. 

Further, ‘2,003 recruits, all of last year’s conscription, have, minus lh ••'*»»• interval, 
: )C en dispatched hy mil to Constantinople, their ulti ■ ate desVmnf.Mi, 1 undeMaml, 
Saloniea. ... , ... 

I |j; lV (» also the honour to report that the military mithontics an now * .eeupieil m 
making out lists ol*all the horses and truu-pnrl itntmnU '.listing in toe v.irmus districts of 

the vilavet. _ , 

I have, arc. 

(Signed) H. S. SHJPI.KY. 


No. 87. 

Sir A’. O'Conor to Hr Mariiur.it of .V«b«4ary.—(LWW Muy IS.) 

VlvVjml' Conslnntiiwplr, May 1(), ISO!). 

' Wl'i'll retcren.v t > my'h.piiteh No. MU of tic- "lilt ttlllniu, i'ot-w,•titling copy of a 
despatch uom I !.-t .\l.ijv»iyV Vka.-Coni.ul at > tut rcp.irting that it wa- Mivvc.1 tn Ira the 
intuition of certniu Ni-.tot'iun families who hail litkcn retugi* in Persia on the tnunlcr ol 

tlnir Hi.hup hy the Kurds in I SOB, to return to Turkish soil, your Lordship will see from 

Captain .Miunscll's despatch No. tt), copy of which accompanies my despatch No. 23t ot 
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torday, that these rcfucec families have now rccrossed the frontier to their old hollies in the 
plain of Gavvar. 

Captain Maunscll reports that they are being liberally treated in the matter ol taxation, 
am) that the Vali states that tliev are in no danger from the Kurds. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. U. O’CONOR. 


No. 88. 

Sir ,V. O'Conor to thr Mm-ynrm of Soli.Jmry. — (i'.r-i May 15.) 


(No. 238.) 

Mv Lttrd ConstaiitiuojAc, Moij 11,180!). 

■ WITH I ft rein .- to ...v th .pat.-h No. 203 of the 27th ulti-no I ha x- • . i... otir to 
, >rt t'unt tl. - vii . v. .. li . a til- ijothy o! the Clay Or:'. . "Inf 

\uticch, mhted, it previ notice, Damascus <m the night of lit Vth 

■ titi.-uo, fur tiu purpu- - L-l.-etm.; a ’’ 'riaren. Ihe live n. - ... r, .1 tl.- .ail. t aiiltg 

i:'aia: rlt v uj.p , 1 to the h.eti.n ..fa ta-.ti'. e.mdii! it • reu.-g:! to : die part in the 

the In*.* Com ti’t -. a holy owing it-, origin t . ‘lit.shut inilueii-. e. wat ptcM-nr, 
;i,, well as ihi* itassiau C ttsul, M. I! I.ue.v. 

I he Synu.; elected ns Patriarch Moa*.i-acur Mala: !!i- iop of U-ih i, the 

locum teneni. of the Patriarchate. . . , , 

I lutru on d mill., lit v th... f. r tie ih. t!i • t* i-.tat, !.* ,.i .. pi i..:.- I that 

In would ..1 Id's hot to got the new Patriareh ..■•'•epted hy the Sulla:, hy inducing the 

limpcror to make a personul application oil tie- .-■■ihjee’ 11 Hi; Majesty. 

()u hearing ol the election th 1 ..- lEuutnenie.il Ihituai-eii :.t to .: I’alaee yiaitesting^ 

against it, and also sent copies of his protest to tin; Grand Vizier and the Minister of 

The question has already Ineit before the Councilor Ministers, and the Sublime Porte 
has telegraphed to the Voli of Damascus informing him that the Government decline to 


; tite new Patriarch. 


I have, See. 

(Signed) N. tl. O'CONOR. 


P.S.-—Since writing the above t have 
Her Mnjosty's Consul ni Damascus, ivportin 
election. 


received the iceau.p tiying despatches from 
; the incidents eima .ete.i with tlie i’ati iarehate 

X. It. O’C. 


Inehisure 1 ill No. 88. 

Con.-ir i'irhurii.i to Sir .V. O'Conor. 


(No. 23. Confidential.) 

q,. Cr.nutatt, April 2/, 1801). 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 23 of Uio 10th im»:-mt l have the h uiour to 
inform your Kxcellcncv that another telegram bai lu-eu received by the Greek Orthodox 
Synod from the Grand* Vizier conlinumg the instructions coiitoiue:! in the previous < '> 111 - 
munication, viz., that candidates from other Sees should bo eligible for the Patriarchal 
throne of Antioch. .... , , 

The persistence of the Porte in tins matter is bcgumim: to discourage fommvlmt 
ii,e Svrian party, who, relying upon their iutcipretation of the Imperial trade, wliicli 
would also appear to he the natural one, were eonviuced that their independence Irom 
other Sees was assured to them. 1 am informed t hat their pri ^nt intention i> t,) i ppeal 
,'i,'um directly to liis Majesty the Sultan against the decision ol his Ministers, as con¬ 
veyed to them in the Vizirial telegram. 

The Greeks at Constantinople mid in the Secs of Alexandria and Jerusalem are smtl 
to he lining their utmost to retain their hold on this See, pending money freely in thu 
cause. It is, indeed, currently reported here that the Grand Vizier hiinseU lias received u 
heavy bribe—put at C T. 25,000—to induce him to support their claims, which, in tact, 
he is doing with considerable energy. 
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The Villi, who inform' »»' that lie had mi: ailed to leave Diiniiii,c.is , '“ " " U ' l t . c 
northern districts of the vilayet immediately ..•ter Batram, but who oit ,account of' thw 
election question, lu» lecu obliged to rrlnti,ut>h this projcc , at all cent* r<>i a tirn^ 
appears to he much perplexed. Hilbert hr lair, wlnlc prolessuts 
tinlitv, shown a tender.'; to favour the or. .end ot the ^ mi ‘, ^ 

convinced of their validity. Now, how-, v r, that the Porte has < evlaic.l. »ch .. I 
ol the Greek #*•!■.:,. he ..atuv.dly hods I:.. pontKm «»mewl:a . nicul .»* own 
inclinations being in <■ nlliet will: a dcr.ru i.ot to appear to oppo.-v the wishes of Ins 

stipe, lo-j. ms •iiber* of the Strain party who are.:: ! infermed your Exed- 

I ,.,,. v :” u .ioi:, in v i v large majority, there are .1 fcv. who ljcgm to 

. 1 . ; •...... . \\lietlu ‘ Fu-sinii s:t; , v\. wholclu arted und tlumnigl.g ang though it. be, 

whichinthnespast has I ■ ■ invnluald to them . ,o f atludrcrsn. 

Kvi-n independence, some U-\v venture to lout, wuea obtained In R«.—tail «»«. 
never Ktvrn gratis iimv be purchased at t« » high l ,ri " l ‘* 

l Imven &c. 

(Signed)' W. S. RICHARDS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 8$. 

Consul Richard* la Sir X. Q* Conor. 

££* 3 °' thmiimiK, April 2S WOO. 

' WITH idcrcn to ,nv tchvran, of ta-dayV date, I have the honour to inlofin your 
Uxccllcmv that t'-i I -I I ■ . t'.eth tin Creek Or: hodnx Synod, viz., those ol 

'l’r i" 1*. n M l ::,X I hi 1 d IVi,.,,,. (tin latter ah at, W 
repre rated), with t'-: • oft- V p- ol . , I) ..::he„:r. ind A..p,.,thi 

Kct entat ' ...... 

vestcrdi.v in the Patiiarehet , : i :m ■ - of the I...etoral ContmilU. 

of lava and: T . tmi raid d;si , i-n pro, W. to electa IkUntiredt. 

it appear, that a Im-, 1. -.r.: t ,h I. • , s hch . h um'; four Mm'. - • -h i- . 
t|,ev should hold tin cl cti : a: once, and, i. so, whether tiny sin old ;'doinulr-\.d. ol 
their intention or not. Tin question wits r.tn.lly put l vote, an., win. 1 . 0 a 

larsc naeoritv in the nffineativi m. the lint cm,I m.;I u; the nygutivc on tac - .•••<•. 

I lisle >i, Malal,.:. h-inv. with tiinv hty:u n, in the minority. I lie rvguiiieiil- .»• 

major!: y vu-to the .'Hi-: Ih t dev'-' : pre the Iinpuna liailu m their lay,•nr, 
hut if ihev lieluved Ih eh,' much |o„., r their • • aught, hy their Mir. a 
uuu-e niiot III r lindet., he -site • • : din- : ml 11111111!! ... the Inst; that tuple- ut nlth.mgh 
the Grand Vi/ierwe- . • d to tier., y, t they emdd ipiotc thu Miltan- expressed w t'li 

as Mnu favout their | ,v t :t* H l « J * f 

happen that hull, the Pah:. • am! ll: I*.-:; -..m.ld 1 e yrrayvd nc.uust then,. ,.s :eg..r,N 
the Vali, if tliev consulted lea-, there emit:! V no qa ,!t >11 ;isli> ivlr.it his::diav ■••add 
it litis latter I., t to pm him in the nivk- nrd pe..it:„n of lumig obliged to idrla .1 tile 

oncstiM. henu .1, thrm td.. , •••:•;. disp::telu-d-niie to the S::i;:.» 

himself, one to tin Grand Vizier, ' ,f.. Mild: n r of .lust eeutul Ucligion, mforamig 

them that the edectiui, was tila ut to tah pl.av. ...... 

Tin v then pruecedcd to vote l.v Irdloi tor tin, rnmhuyes Iron, whom the an d elm, 
would he'made, the successful prelates Mu: Midair *, lllslmp ol Iaittnkia, Geir.S'iiii:,., 
Bishop of Zuldr, and Athannssios, Bishop of lloms. 

The eight hisliup.' then went ul.au- :■• tl. ' r.thedr.d (unac.omp nncl hy the: lay 
Committee men) ami held a special servi,, whieh 1 hmnyn u< tht-Apnew to tliv Holy 
Ghost, alter which they held the final election -el- hy hallot—the result ol ivhicli was 

thut Uisliop Mai,it.-oK was elected uimnimously t,, tin I'.ilrian-hid Ihroiif. 

This tact ivies couimimiculcd at once t>y teligrajd: to t . miltan, the Grand V met*, and 
the .Minister of Justire and Ucligion. 

I should have stat.d that in the lir-t telegram to the Sultan, Ills .Majesty s Ir.idC 
H i- ouoleil IIS hem- sutlieient aiitlmiitv for th.-d pim vi dings, and all earnest appeal was 
mail :,, I is I'lrim n.-v and s-mc ot justice. I.s the lei rams .. -ii. . d to the Mims'..-:-, 

,« anted out >1 ' I mm aullmnr, ll.e: : ' t'„ .'. i 'i .n, that they h d lit 

to Cl list Id'll 

—am: cutdii iml ill r u Jem 1 . ' mwly u <topy of t 




obtain its restitution; that they were independent, and not to be coerced by the Greek 
party into a course of action of which they disapproved, See. 

And so the proceedings terminated. I need hardly say that the Vali, who appears 
to have bad no inkling of what was going on, was very angry when the facts were 
communicated to him. 

People here seem to think that the election being n fail accompli, there is nothing 
more to be said ; but it is doubtful whether this comfortable view of tilings will be indorsed 
ait Constantinople, whether at the Palace, or at the Porte. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) \Y. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 80. 

Sir N. O’ Conor to thv Mur quest of Salisbury. — (Received Mai/ 15.) 

(No. 230.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , May 11, 1809. 

VOl’R Lordship will remember that amongst the pending cases included in the 
list presented to the >ultun, as reported in my despatch No. 170 of the 1.3th ultimo, 
there wen- two claims for the sums of l* T. 100 and L* T. 50 us compensation to two 
British missionaries. Dr. Maealhim and Mr. Martin, for arbitrary treatment at the hands 
ol the local authorities in the Provinces of Aleppo and Adana respectively. 

The former of these eases was reported to your Lordship by Lord Currie in his 
despatch No. 84 of the 1.3th January, 1S97. ami both claims have formed the subject of 
frequent representations to the Porte from this Embassy. 

I have much pleasure in reporting to your Lordship that some days ago I received 
a note verhalr from the Porte, informing me that, the indemnities claimed for these 
gentlemen bad been granted by the Turkish Government, and l have now obtained the 
money from the Minister of Finance, 

I am requesting Her Majesty’s Consul at Aleppo to inquire of Dr. Maealhim and 
Mr. Martin how and where they would wish their money remitted. 

1 have, See. 

(Signed) N. U. O’CONOR. 


No. 00. 

Sir A’. O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 15.) 

(No. 2-11.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 11, 1S00. 

IT would appear from despatches which I lmve received from Her Majesty's Vice- 
Consul at Kluirput that considerable unrest at present prevails in the Province of 
Diarbekir, owing to the proceedings of the local authorities who have recently made 
numerous arrests among the Christians on the charge of conspiracy. An American 
missionary, Mr. Andrus, was indicted in connection with this charge, hut. proceedings 
against him were dropped hy orders from Constantinople on representations from the 
United States’ Minister. The Armenians arrested are, however, still in prison, although 
the charges against them would seem to he baseless. In view of the unsatisfactory 
condition of affairs in the province and of' the anxiety which Mr. Jones reports as 
prevailing umoitg the Christians, 1 have directed that gentleman to proceed to Diarbekir, 
and he informs me that he proposes to do so about Lite middle of this month. 

Some days ago the French Ambassador communicated to me a telegram from the 
French Consul at Diarbekir, from which it appeared that there was some probability of 
proceedings being taken against the French and British Consular Dragomans for con¬ 
spiracy. 

f accordingly joined with my French colleague in unofficial representations to the 
Porte, urging that the Drugununs should only he tried in the presence of a Consular 
officer, and that any supposed incriminating documents should he interpreted hy a person 
in whom lie had confhlcuco. 

I have, &e. 

(.Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 
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No. 01. 

•Sir X. O'Conor to tlic Morgues* of Salisbury.— (Received May 15.) 

C0 " fidCntial,) Constantinople, Map 11,18!H). 

• I HAVE .be honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship n Hb.u t McMnowuulum .y 
M Mtirinitsrh, reporting Hint the Minister oi Public Works complains *''“*■ 1 j ' . 
lin^ not npiiointcd a representative hero to treat with lum respecting the lla.lhi 
Zinnsls Soy, and intimating that delay in this respect might have unpleasant 

eoiisuiiiuiccs.^ ir lllis cnnnmmication is sent to Mr. Hills. 

I drew Ids agent’s attention to this very point hoforc he let! some 'recks n„o, and l 
do not think it is right for Mr. Hills In leave Ids Company unrepresented here while at 
Mu- <aim« time he appeals to mo to give him all the support in my power. 

U the business is well managed he will probably succeed in gettin- his Concession 
to Damascus confirmed. It' prolongation eastward will be a more dilficult miittor, am , 
if seriously eontcmplatcd, will have to he taken up in a business, ike inannci. 

There arc several candidates in the field at present for the (.oncc«smn of a ra.lway 

to li.i^dnd^ 1 ) mV c reported on, and Sir T. Sanderson has written a 

further Memornndnui. lie is, I suspect, already regarded with the mistrust attached to 
!i Concession-hunter, and I have little doubt lie has been brushed aside by the Germans 
lie staled that he was supported among others by the Diskonto GcscllschaU and 
Messrs Mlcichriidcr, of Merlin. Taist night the German Ambassador told me Unit upon 
ill,min at Merlin he had found out that he was unknown to both, and 1 have no doubt 
his Excellency has reported this to the Turkish Oovernmont. 

M. Cotiird, a French subject, has a somewhat similar scheme in hand, and is 
uillii,.. and anxious to combine with an English group ot capitalists. he Sultan Inis, t 
understand, ordered an inquiry to lie made into Ins proposal-, and the matter is now 
under consideration. ... , 

M XsicebnaekcrH is also, I believe, in the hold for the wimp object. 

The most important competitor for the Concession is certainly the Anatolian 
ltuilwnv Company. Exports have already made studiesi of the line, and I understand 
that n‘Commission, under lire German Consul here, is about shortly to proceed to 
Ita-dad. following the course of the proposed railway, and with u view to report on ti c 
commercial eapahililies of that country. 'I lie ( onipany have in their lavoui not only 
i| K . iidvnntage of the peculiar relations between the Suit in and the Gorman Emperor, but 
also the Sultan's decided preference for a line starting from l onstanlmoplo rather than 

,r ‘"" l'd‘, mi't' r'c'mrd^M. Ucchnitzcr’s sehotnc a- a serious enterprise likely to have any 
result nor does he appear to have behind him the English hnnne.nl houses oi 
Rothschild, tot., as stated l.v him. Air. Hills’ scheme, as far ns the prolongation east¬ 
wards from Damascus is concerned, is slill in a nebulous condition. Any support I may 
he asked or instructed to give to either Company will he regarded by the Germans with 
ill-will, without the probability of lending to a satislactory result. 

Under these circumstances, we lose nothing by abstaining from giving support to 
either of the British schemes . . - -, 

The point, however, upon which I am in doubt is whether it would not l»e ndvisaulo 
lo let the (iernmn (lovernment understand that we are animated by a Jriciu. > -spirit 
towards their railway scheme t • Bagdad, and that the exhibition oi this feeling should 
be nut to our credit in other directions. .... „ , . .. , ^ 

Possibly we might make certain conditions in return for our abstention, amt we 
could, 1 presume, at any rale count upon a reserved telegraph wire for Indian eorrespon- 
dence along the proposed railway. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) N. 11. O’CONOR. 
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Inclosurc in No. 1)1. 

^^emorandum. 

I MET the Minister of Public AVorks again, and lie bitterly complained to me that 
nobody hail appeared at his Department to discuss the Convention for the proposed 
Hniffa-Damascus Railway which his Excellency Zikhi Pasha wishes lo conclude with 
Mr. Hervcv. 

Although I have more than once endeavoured to prove to his Excellency that those 
who have replaced Air. Pilling arc desirous of successfully carrying out this enterprise, 
yet the Minister, being anxious that the matter should bo discussed and settled as soon 
ns possible, requested me to take steps to induce Mr. Ilcrvey to apply to his Depart- 
incut, or to empower an agent to do so. 

Delay might perhaps his Excellency added, result in consequences other than 

“ b1 "- " ’ (Signed) H. MA1HNIT8CU. 

Constantinople, May 10 , 1600 . 


sir F. Lascelles to the Muryuess of Salisbury. —(Received May 15.) 

Mi° Lmd' ) Berlin, May 13,1809. 

‘ TO-i) VY’S “ Cniie'iie Gazette ” states that it has received confirmation in Merlin 
,if (lie rumour imhlished a .lay or two ago from Paris to Hu- elfeet that Al. Merger, the 
representative of the Ottoman Bunk, had arrived at an Agreement with the Directors 
ol'the German Bank, by virtue of which German and French capital would m lutuiu 
work togetiier m tin- construction of railways in Asia Aliuor, instead of opposing each 

other on every occasion as in the past. , . 

It is pointed out that iinancial jealousies have alone retarded the development ot 
the railway system in Asia Aliuor, and that it is to Ik; hoped that the understanding 
now come to will ho crowned with success. 


mod with success. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EU.VNK C. EASCEELES. 


The Maryuess of Salisbury lo Sir V. O'Conor. 

T°- 123-) Foreign Office, May ID, DID'.). 

I HAVE received vour Excellency’s despatch No. 331) of the lltli instant, in 
which you report that the claims for compensation to two Mritish missionaries. 
Dr Uaeallmn and Air. Alartin, for arbitrary treatment al the hands of the local 
authorities in the Province of Aleppo have been allowed by the Turkish Government. 
I have learned with satisfaction your Excellency s successful settlement of tins 

case. , « 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. III. 

Sir Nr. O'Conor lo Ike Man/ucss of Salisbury.—(Received May 22 .) 

M*, C0,mnCrein ’- ) CmUmtin**. May 15, 1801). 

' ' WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 30, Commercial, of the 
25th March, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a lurthci 
report In the Commercial Attache to this Kmbassy on railways in Asia Minor and 
other Asiatic provinces of the Ottoman Empire. 

1 I ham &c. 

(Signed) X. It. O’GONOlt. 


Inclosurc in Xo. 1)1. 

Memorandum. 

I IIAVJ5 the honour lo submit the following supplementary details respecting 
railways in Asia Minor which have been requested by the Director of Military 
Intelligence in his Memorandum of the 17th March, copy oT which is inclosed in 
the Foreign Office despatch No. 30, Commercial, ol the dfltli March Iasi. 

1. Oulu-Kishla to Kaiserie. —Oulu-Kishla is a small vi age to the east ol l.'cgli, 
and is the point at which the line from Kaiserie will jum the honin-Adaua 

2. ' hiarr-Saiulaklu is a branch the Concession for which has been applied lor by 
the Smyrna Aidin Hailway Company. 

3. ' tinma-Tehumlarlu .—This is a branch line of tile Soma-hdrcmid CiovorniuOlit 

project, and will pass through Hcrgama. ... 

I, Unlock from Alika-Damascus, line lo Jaffa Jerusalem.— I ho: points at which this 
branch will leave the Akita line and join the Jaffa- Jerusalem Railway have not yet 
been determined. , . , , , . 

5. (Count Kupnisl’s Scheme).— Homs-Aleppo arc also included in the licncli 

SChC Miya(lin U ^s a'pm'nt on tli^right bank of the Ki.pl,rates, immediately south of 
the junction of the Uivcr Khahour with the Euphrates. 

The almvc details are now shown on the tracing. c . 

fi. Sicas. This small branch was originally intended to connect hit as 

with the trunk line from Angora Yo/.galon towards Diarbekr nndllagdad. Itroris 
part of the Concession which had been granted to Baron Macar. 1 Ins Concession was 
for the construction of the line from Samsoon, Bafra, S,nope, to Sivas, and Baron 
Macar had also the option of building an extension of tins railway ='“ 8 

through llanlu, Kaiserie, Nigdc. Krcgli (or Oulu-Kishla) on to Adana, mill then to 
Yumourtalik. . 

7. Tsil to Basrah .—I fail to trace any such line on the map. 

8. Semakh llashciipi ia a branch of the Akka Damascus line, and is optional. 

i). Somu-Kilrcmiil.—K Gpfforhmont project. .. 

Hi. Aonora Yo.-.aat-Siras will lie a cuntiniiution or the German system (Anato¬ 
lian Railway) from Angora, and forms part ol the Government scheme lor a trunk 
line 1.1 llagdad. The Anatolian Railway Company has preferential lights and 
surveys between Angora and Sivns were made last autumn. 

11. Kainrir Siaile Erryli are the points included in Baron Macar s extension. 

12. Altana Mannh tlirccl .—'The Concession Tor this line has boon applied for by 

the Adana-Mcrsiua Railway Company. r .. . .. 

13 llri)po Aintuh. — 1 This line is included m the project for n railway starting 
Prom Konia through Adana, Aleppo, and to Bagdad. The Concession has been 
implied tor bv a Air. Cottnrd (French). . . 

14. Gaza-Jerusalrm .— A branch of the Jalla-Jcrusalem hue. It is optional. 

15 Kijri-flimnekin .—A Branch of the ninin lino from Monssoul. It is one ol 

the T^rno 1 nff^nu for the lines projected by Government beyond those 
mentioned in this Memorandum. 

Constantinople , May (I, ISO!). 
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Sir iV. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 22.) 

(No. 210. Confidential.) 

AIv Lord, Constantinople, May 17, 1891). 

* IN mv despatch No. 23S of tin? 11th instant 1 reported the circumstances in which 
the election of Mgr. Mnlntcos as the new Patriarch of Antioch had been annulled by 
the Porte as irregular. # 

Yesterday Mgr. Germanos Apostolatos, represent ini; the Patriarchs ol Con¬ 
stantinople, Jerusalem, and Alexandria called at the Embassy, and, in my absence, was 
seen by Mr. Barclay. . . 

After expressing his gratitude for the interest shown by the Embassy m the 
question of the election «'f the Patriarch, lie aid lie had conic to invoke my support 
for ropriseniations which lie was about to make to the Grand Vizier and_ Minister of 
Justice urgitii; tin* dispatch of instructions to the local authorities to invite tin- ‘olv 
Synod to proceed at once to hold another election with the proper observance of the 
prescribed formalities. 

Mgr. Apostolatos said the question was a very serious one, and a fleeted not alone 
the Pink- .aid the Greek Orthodox Church, hut England also. All were alike 
interested in thwarting tin* Russian intrigues, for, should Russia succeed in obtaining 
the religious ascendancy for which she was striving in Syria, she would use it to 
further iter political aims. 

Mgr. Apostolatos was informed by Mr. Barclay that lus request would he 
communicated k me. I do not, however, think it necessary to reply to the 
Archbishops com.anMention, nor, without instructions from your Lordship, do L feel 
disposed to do more than I have already done in this matter as reported in my despatch 
No. 13!) of tin* 22nd March last. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) X. R. O’CONOR. 


Xo. 9(1. 

Sir X. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 22.) 

(No. 2J8.) 

Mv Lord Constantinople, May 17, 1899. 

IX continuation of my despatch Xo. 170 of the 13th ultimo, in which I forwarded 
a copy of a despatch from tier Majesty's Consul at Angora respecting the arrest of 
certain leading members of tin* sect known as the Stavriies by the hwal authorities of 
Ak l)agli Madeti, 1 now have the honour to transmit copy <>f a further despatch from 
Mr. Slap ley, reporting the liberation of the greater part of the persons arrested, in 
consequence of orders from the Grand Vizier* 

1 I have, &c*. 

(Signed) X. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 90. 

Causal Shipley to Sir A\ O'Conor. 

(No. 1*. Confidential.) 

gj F| Anyora, May 12, 1S9D. 

WITH reference t<» mv despatch No. 10 of the 30th March last, and to your 
Excellence's despatch of tile l*t ultimo, on tin* subject of the persecution by the 
Ak Dagh Miuhm authorities of tin* sect established in that town, known as Stavritcs, 
and tin* imprisonment of two of the latter named Hadji Isaak and Nikola respectively, 
l have now tin* honour t-- report to your Excellency the release, by order of the 
Grand \ izier dated tin- 1711. (29tii April) last, of the two individuals in question, and 
their subsequent arrival at Angora on their way to their homes. 

As your Excellency will have observed from my despatch in question, the main 
facts therein r«*j>orted reflecting the arrest of these t wo persons are substantially the 
same as those brought to voitr Excellency''' notice by Archbishop lautalidcs ot tin 
[1523] 
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11S 

0>uucuical i, I.U letter of the tBMl. Marcll 1^1- * «»**>' 

t)„. <A matter, ns tumislu-d t.» nv. by bo’.sk >iKoU tin m 

-Iv i, that 111.! accusatiou which I n.iurl-.l against Hicm. t.;«. »P ! '' "V ‘ 1 -,; s 

w,r. ■ - ,!.il by Hie Turkish authorities. that .;*"■*“« "' “- 1 .^ 'i n 't 

from tl.r Mussulman t» the Chrtsha.. robg. m. v.r.. no lung m. a 

lli.y 1 i.i(l i i i Mlilv 1. .-ii tic vHi.us ... :ui mingne on He part » • ■ • «•' 

' ,, , y imu itmlnnivl 1 ’ 
corrupt I .Hr. ..“and who le.. ... 

dlsmis at, lictlict this snpposit 

is .lifti : ' View of Urn details ivspeelui'g « <! In >«? -1 t as. .; ■« “ 

StavrU-s, vi.irl. I l..id 'he •..•..•air t. '.:y h r.-y . 1 -m W> ..... .. , ;. >}*'•_ 

nifcrn I 

tv l.-ll.lt.-j •<> <•< >!t Kftto !r-It: ' ' , 'i ;v 

limy hr.vt: be a t*. r : ■ ’ • • 1 " • v .' , • r 

the central autlmrity • * <' n»nr.< n:op.c. - umii taneir, «.«J <>. • a • t 

■VMS nf.a .0.1 h;. ra.lji Isr.:.'. ... '. 1 ' •. • ■ ' ■ /' •»/ ! " j 

then by tl uitlioritic of He vr.i-i a-. • 

i, to wear iuflNMM tl l l.ltcsr ' ' 

I would v. ..:ur<: to sill .it 

...rl, . I • hai. . s. . 1 . : ■■ .1 111 .- .• e . : *, 

M|., iV t,.,l„., .sis... .lid that He .StaviiUs, a . I ••• a •••>} "• '"•.■ta . J 

., . , pi, (1 ton.l.y I 

. . Vi ;,...i..!,,l ,;,. ( .|:„i . tl-. in .c!'.. > ('Ini -H • . - i-ni'!! 

: : Hi 1 ' v. 

l„ ,... , ( r his children under Miissuimnn ..ales, ...tie ug i oflie; i. were-p< cmln 

.Ir.ee, 

Xavritre!n!.V\\c' l 't 1 '..v! : nu»'vi'' »’yVl.•' r'w-n.l. ■■paralmi. from W ^,'s 

. of a Stavrito oil thml. i ; r tlio pri oxt tlint .. ° 

... into without ... 1 ..... no" • ">«»'■. l>y A " ‘ |v 

• ti to doubt the accuracy -f hi- t m-nt. •.ec • . ■ 

procured their authority U the , .• •••. Umry ■ e.!. e.: .... . V ' , ; - '" 

iiimitcl's Hint the Ihrahim in .pc tm.i wa> ' Mn snh..;..' ; . V- > 1 
• i t|. :l i he .vns in reality icmhcr ol Hr ..tnvritc --c. h...,« ear. ill. j ".alyl • 

rtlici ns sliowblg tl.o groat irregularity with which tho uTml • t>w» 

..Wilhite to end ben..... Uu l.d l.y the Ak cayli ivlcn - J ’. ' ‘ 

•„ , „itU . • Mutessnrif of Yms-tat. IvKb Hey, I may mci.tioi. tha 
itei,.it ; IV.nr P.w.lleiicv ! Imv lit;.! ill. opportunity icnf'ii^ .. V.; r ... n.4 

ivvriih,' written at Vnzg'iit, to which place it. appears he h:t.-_n... ec . .> the 
M iitcLtlrif. and in which ho stales that the four Slavrite- vn:.. l'.us 
Sava and Cenrue-whose arr. st, it will be ... the reel..vt... »l. J»«r l-v h 

followed Unit of Hadji 1-aah and Xihula, had. loaetlier w.tn I., o n “ 

, vwed under escort to the ahove-iiio.ilio.ird town, wh. re H.ey h .... > t»«.- j .0 

mdrr detention and some under police surveillance. On learning this I .. tin. 

op... ,t unity, in a confidential conversation.which I had watl. y 1 . 11 ’ * J'-*' Y! artVi“‘ui;tk 
Tt-wfik l'asl.a, of asking the hitter wl.ether tho Vi/.orinl nnlc. liheiating Had ,. ’aak 
and Nikola would also apply to tl.o nine persons above referred , 

],is llxedlcnrv, were still under detention at Yuzgat. I he hitter. Hi >., I. oliiiou iv 
reluctant to discuss the subject, stated, in reply, that he had .... knowledge tha. any 
such persons were being detained in tl.o manner referred to l.y me, and oil j"" i« >"h '".V 
surprise at receiving tins answer, went.... to say that, ns 1 was aware, he lunl been an 
entire stranger to the whole proceedings, having simply earned out suil. mil. is as ho 
had received from time to time from the Ministry of the Interior. In his oi'immi. 
.,wever the Mulossarit of Yuagat was an injudicious person, and if the fait was as 1 
...1 siat.si he was very willing to transmit to the Ministry at Constantin .pit any 
.e.irese.italiotis which these prisoners might have to make to him. 1 mnj'add that, 
under the circumstances, I ventured to take upon n.yscir the responsibility of eon- 
v( ,vi,e. tliis intimation of the Goiernor-General to Hadji Isaak and Nikola hofo.o 
their departuro for Ynagttt, ™ roi.fr for Ak Dagl. Madeu, carefully avoiding, of course, 
any indication of tho source from which it came. 



,sVr ,V. rye, nor In I hr .Ifnnyiicss of SttlUbury. — (ll'Clivett Hu;/ U2.) 

i*.*,, i" ,^1 Coiirlunllnoplvt .1 fay IS, ISOtl, 

’ ON the 27th ultimo I forwarded copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Vice- 
Consul at Van, reporting the capture of tho Kurdish Chief Shore!' Bey *» an niiray 
with till! Turkish regular troops near llashkaht. 

Ill a further despatch of which I have the honour to inclose a copy, Captain 
Maunsell reports that Slieref Hey le.s now been brought into Van, where he is living 
a, a uuest in a private house, the llmnidicl: Commaiulant ret using to allow hint to Im 
Imprisoned without orders from Zekki Pasha. 
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Slicrel Hey rendered himself notoi-irnrs; hy {tafliknln district, 

massacres, and his lawlessness has■ 1™ » » *>, MJ|13 outside mi .tary 

&&&&?& Vali himself, that he should he brought to trial and 

"'V'tlmTeudo-Voorod. through representations which T have made to the Snbhmc 
Porte iUrotitshMr. Week to aive effect to the A aids vows. ^ 

(Signed) N. 11. O’CONOIL 


Inc!osiire in Iso. 97* 

Captain Mauntelt In .Sir iV. O'Conor. 

(No. 21.) Vim, .'pril 30,1899. 

Kir, , , 10 1 ] mvc the honour io report that Shei-ef 

Itev },»:;te!em H*' » 6“** *” ^ 

,,uf, Thet|rilvC:W.mst him is that of robbing and killing some people in n 
IVisim: •sirav: o hist ••m .me-. _ i,, lm-c him imprisonix! tinlcs-he get-a 

^..i‘S“;,«v"'^; rnsVl’^vis..: to the I. «»» done nothing m the 

ml,tt SeV«lil n , 

mij ut 1 1 aiitl ■ tu 1 lie will pwlmlijj del - It. 

arrive.^ ^ ^ ^ ,,, r „, U stroll gly on the subject [»H «» *#»* his 

authority should he supported. ... that Sheref lley ought lobe 

.... . 

""■"St milievv . r; »; 

the titles and distinct ions wlucli the latter li.m won so casiy, 

many years before attaining lngh rank- . , Ui llt .,u j s a s (op in advance, 

c— ....* 

.-.. 

^“u is hlWUit that Zekki Pasha has to some extent modified Ids 
position towards the Uanddieh. , ., •., yrohidt't Pasha, Chief or the 

ShekIk 0 Kl“d f ^eikh llamid". a prominent Kurdish Sheikh of llnshkala, with 
some other minor officials, have arrived hero also 

The Mntessarif has rime to ™>{ .i stmng and capable Governor, 

nnd ^m ^StM^t'ecrtainly appears he energetic, and full of 
,,r0U t"mh"e settled satisfactorily several disputes with the Persian border 
Kim Mehm6l Pasha is a man who has twice tied into Persia, when this country 
'“.Jne^hc waf in'^cint of a pension of JWjgf» a-menth, when he 

obtained theVdle of Pasha; hut this L' t„ mat care with the Turkish 

He returned last summer, and now uis.u. 

liovernmenl, and have the pension ' .... o,. v „f the substance of thcabove 

1 have had the honour of informing yarn Lxn u> 

hv telegraph , j*,, 

(Signed) P. li. MAUNSLLL. 


Sir N. O'Conor lo the Marque.*,* of Salisbury.—(Received May 20.) 

(No. 255.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 21), 1890. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the rebellion in the 
Yemen, 1 venture lo trouble your I.ordsbip with the following account of the 
situation of the Turkish troops which lias reached the Embassy from a private source 
in that- province:— 

“The nows from the interior is very bail, and the Turks are getting the worst of 
it with the Arabs. The troops that have been sent Here are mostly Syrians, great 
numbers of whom have gone over to the enemy, on necnunt ol the terrible treatment 
they have undergone. The poor follows have been hall starved, and many of them 
/ire dying, typhoid hidiig very prevalent It is said that should this state of things 
continue there will very soon he no Turkish army in the Yemen. 

••The Arabs confine themselves to the mountains and their operation- are 
restricted to worrying the Government troops by sniping and night attacks.” 

This news ism striking contrast to that appearing in the Turkish journal*, which 
still continue to publish frequent reports of successes gained over the rebels by the 
Ottoman nrms. 

! have, &e. 

(Signed) N. I!. O’CONOIL 


Sir ,V. O'Conor to !' r Marquess of Salisbury.—(Urcriveil May *29.) 

(No. 22.7.) 

My' Lord. Constantinople. May 23, IV.)9. 

Willi reiVivmn to my despatch No. 17.) of the loth ultimo, I have the honour 
to report I , your Lordship that I have again spoken lo the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in respect l > the British claims on account of the Armenian tnassaorcs. 

1 ur . d Tewfik l’aslui to impress upon tile Sultan that the time was approaching 
wlien I should probably lie instructed to bring these claims in a very formal and 
definite manner before ilis .Majesty, and to insist upon an equitable settlement. 

I had frequently mentioned the matter to lfis Excellency without any result, and 
as the Sublime forte seemed to be unable to deal with the subject, l trusted ilis 
Excellency would have an early opportunity of informing the Sultan of my repeated 
representations. I slill hoped that the claims would he amicably settled, hut if 
there was no chance of this, I should be obliged to report it to your Lordship. 

I added that I did not think it would he agreeable to Ilis Imperial Majesty to bo 
face to face with a proposal for arbitration, strongly supported by tier Majesty's 
Government and that of another country ; its acceptance would involve unpleasant 
revelations, and its refusal would ho followed by further pressure. 

Towlik Pasha said that he would speak to the Sultan’s First Secretary in the sense 
of mv remarks, and let me know in due course the results. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. K. O'CONOIl. 


.Sir jV. O'Conor la the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received May *211.) 

(No. 258.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , May 23, 1899. 

I HAVE received the inclosed telegram from Captain Maunsell, who is now at 
Bitlis in connection with the distribution of relief, reporting disturbances in the 
neighbourhood of Sassoun. 

' [ have telegraphed to him to use his discretion with regard to proceeding to the 
disturbed district. 

T have, Sc. 

(Signed) X. 1!. O'CONOIl. 


(1.-.23J 













Inclosure in No. 1**0. 


t'ujilnin Mavnscll lo Sir .V. O'Comr. 


... Ititlh, Mai) 20,1800. 

(,e W"la - a - strugglo between .vvol.itiomsls ami rosutai troops at Zr.mkfV] m 

‘Sft/iSSto "VL 2S bS ' 1 r , 

3g*S£tg. 

villagers. 


No. 


101 . 


.s,v J \. '•» fh' Mnrt/nn* of > < ,1 May 20.) 


(No 202. (lonlM oinl.) amvOmlfflOp’", May 20, 1 <00. 

T fur r, O rcn, .■ ... mv ,U»l-:,t«* No 11 ., . n,i nth.1, of the 8tli ultimo, l 

■ I .. r iii-mit' 0 * y- ::r I. ' ; i' • ■ ‘‘n- ' “i " ctinR 

1 , 1 , tin- >1= ; It) M ! *»<••• •> »!>■• " • ■ •" •; 

a 

" r " ll ' > car - l itavo, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. OFjNOK. 


Incloaurc l in No. 101. 
lUdutd Hey to the Impend! Ottoman Hank. 

L, 11 (20) Avril, 1315 (1‘>00). 

Min I. wuwrl till Minister,• .Its Final.,- ,-t la rt'-fsina ,amfor..- r- W ..n 
t „, .,.;i fi Mlnistrcs, un IradtS Imperial,commumnuopar fciskMGrand Vtzirn.l No.70 
,1„ 7 (101 Mars, 1315, onion nu co urn suit:— . 

• LW-lct lies rovenus 6r.»ux ,V I'M*. 1015 .1. • why« •• - -• Konm. Casta- 

Siva-, Ailana. Ant-ora, Ai.lin, ,-t 11 ,i,l:iv,-i..li^l„:,; n|,n-s <l„m.<M<m ‘los .. 

•.nri' -nivos nil pnioinont lies allocations lies li-ouur in,|.-.:r,al,a. <• ■-n-iuli ueriu 

dans clmoun ties Uits vi’.-.x t- .1- tr:,i: -.,,,nls ,-t .mi, .. a, mm.s ; r.:t.on 

I ,cal - m-.t aux aaenws da la 11a,.,,..n Ia, -.- Ottoman,- a |,:,rt,r do I ounce 

,„„mut.- ,-t .', I’avonii-. Suront .fcalc-me.it ,!.'laln.ud»: ll '-> lovcmi.- -.>■•- • 

, 1 - vnitomol do Hudavo till {hiar, nai -. 

air,--,-, a cl.;,o.i, dcs Vilay.-tx -IM-.-n-ra ,-t ,1„ Kon,.a, » V. ■! y:'. > ■ 

la Hauii.it- liunia-ialc Otton.am*,; vnrlu da,amt ml «n date du - (1-; - ** 

CT 27,000 pour l,-s,|U,'ll,-s ,1,-s <Vt«fc'..n<»w '»•<• ,-t, -mis,-- stir 1.- V .In;,, t do 

II udavi-ndiul.ia,-. ainsi l.-> C 1. 15.000 !-« '. HU " 

ddlivivc ■ -nr lu Vilavnt d Ail-n. oil va-tndu,.... > (*•') luu ", r - 1,11 • . 

- routes les m,trees ,,..! nm.nl -UVe!- snr I,-s rev,-, .ns .,-mux ,!,- :;nm«, 

courm.lv scronl vonuSos mix Arouo-s do la dan,|u,- Imp-rialo Ottoman,- «-l ililusn sur 
1 ,-s lioux „u tiux Aircnccs l.-s plus prucltes. ... ... 

- Uicunc ilolS-ntidr. sur les lcv-nus si, munluiunis no son., tmse a aiiui.n ..Ire 

et sousaucun preti-xtc- jMiiir n'in.j, >rt<- qiiollu destination. . 

- Lt“ somn.es nmvenantdes dimes de- vilayets ,le Koma, Castonuram, Sivas. 
\ilnn-, allcetd, - !. I'imlemnite de guerre Uu- . seixmt versCe- par la Han,pie 

impirinlc <Ittomane au (ionvomcmenl Imperial de llussu- aux eel,dances eonVOi.uo*, 
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et les excddoiits rest ants, ainsi (juo les versemonts qui liil scront ctVectues par les 
Vilayets d’A'idin, de Jludavendighiar, et d’Angorn, scront tonus rdquliftrcment a la 
disposition du Tresor. 

“ Lc Minis!ere des Finances noinmem et envorra sur les lioux, dans chacun des 
-;n .ilit.- vilayets, un Inspectcur permanent ayant pour attributions cssenticlles do 
st;ivr.• ••{ neceleroi* les enea:ss' , ’nents, d’nssurer ainsi lo service n'r*ulicr des paiomonts 
-t - • = • •■. • • -•.!•' lo 

Cos Inspootours seront munis sle.s instruotiojis inSeessairos, ft, investis <le pleins 
porivoirs.” 

Mn eon’^quence, d’aprfts la tenour do i'lradt- Imperial -anc'ionnai^ les 
l.Vir.lons qui preci b* Ministdrc informc la llnnaue T Ottoniano quo les 

versrnionl 1 qui seront el’eciuei, sur les revonus dos ulmes do rnnre'o eouraute dans 
1 pii.tre vilayet;; susejeuier\ nft'r'dfo a i’ir.domnite il • 'Ucm* I'u • a vertu do la 
C-t.ivenlion •pt-'dale, devront At re port«ls comme tie r« ■'l-' au uredit du copto: 
“ ludemnitd de ! 1 uerre Russo.” Le soldo, ainsi quo les versemonts qui .;eront ell' :ues 
,ur le-» revenue „vndmu:: des vilavbts d’ATdin, do Iludavcndigliiar, et d’Ang n*a, devront 
otlo a la disj.adtion du Trdsor. 

Nous vous lvmettoj i ci-joint la listo des revcims, de3 dor us. s, ot des atTodations 
d< s sop! vilayets on question. 

f j> s In u:ed‘urs qui soront- >!'.eqniSs par !e Ministove d' - Finances ■ iiondnmt 
: . a . ttomnno 

i u vuo tl'assurcr, cians riui'aot du Trdsor, lo ountvule pour la bonne marcbo dos 
perceptions duns les vilayets indiquas. 

R ■( o oir unieations (jui oiout faite •••u it moot .1. "i d :u|iio Imp.'rialo 

.... r - i t sn 

ponsidiiration. 

Non*; vous j./ious done do muis Jain* savoir quo. i.i ilauqi:-* intja-riali* nttomancj 
so Iiar o <lu :orvico on (plosion, qui ini « ;t onnlid on vorlu d'un Trad.' 1 ’p rial. 
Vuiiil! "7. d'/aleinont nous Inii*o ? tvoir, eomino il n'oxisio pa ; sva: mralo < o la ibinque 
ilrmslo ; vilavois do Sivas et de Fastamouni,a laqtiolledu v<in niuauusaloa 11 eonvl ai.trait 
iFelTeotuor k*s versoments a opdrer. 

Lo AHnistre dos Finances, 
(Signd) llFClfAD. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 101. 

I m fir rial Ottoman liank to ltfchad Dcij. 

M. lo Ministro, Constantinople, /»• 26 Avril, 1800. 

NOUS avons riionneur d’aoeuser reception ii votiv Uxwllotico do sa lcttro 
du M (20) Yvril, 1316 (1S00), on cos tonnes:— 

“Sur le rapport du MinistiVo dos Finances et la ddciNion conronno in’ise on 
Consoil <los Ministros, un Irmld Imperial, communiqud par To/,bdrd Grand Viziriol 
No. 70 on date du 7 (I'd) Mars, 1316, ordonno ee qui suit:— 

•• 1,’oxcedent dos n>v<‘nus ^enAniux tie I'annco 131* ties Vilayet- do Konia, 
Uastamouni, Sivns, Adatui, Angora, A'idin, < t lludavondigliiar -apr.' •. de l.ietion dos 
sommos neeossaires au ]Miicment dis alloaations (!• s troupe ; - i»o;>,Yta)os et. de la 
frondarmerio stationnAes dans ebaonn des dits vilayets, dos trait incuts et train 
d’adniinistmfion loralf—flora verse mix a-.'-uco . rl(> la Manque Imperial • Ottonumo it 
partir do l’ann^o coumnte ot it I’avonir. Sorunt oL-aiement d.'i'alqu ; s: les wivomis den 
Vilayets d'Angora, d’Aidiu, *-t <b* iludavendi^biar qui sent dcjii alVeot^s par eon tints ; 
les CT. 16,000 alleientes ii chaouii dos vilayets d'Angora •*'. do Konia, lesquolles out. 
•ie assignees a la llanque Impori-'!** Ottoi , uie m vertu du central *n flato du 
a (1 t) .Mm*s, 1316; les .CT. 27,000 p >ur Hquolle: ,| . deleg n ions out etc cmises sur 
le Vilayet de lludavomtigliiar, sii - i que les C'?\ 16,000 ptuir lesquollo; dos ,!oi.gat ions 
out etc di'divrces sur le Vilayet d’Anlin en vertu du oontrat du i. f (13) Frvrier, UJ1.4. 

“'routes les rent roes qui .scront eireetuees snr les roveuus gendniux tie Uunneo 
eonranto scront versei's aux agcnecs do la llanque hnpdriale Ottomane utablics sur les 
lioux ou aux ageuccn les plus prochos. 

“ Aueum* delegation sur les revenu - ausmontiontu's ne M*ra I'mise a auoun titr.: et 
sous aueun prdtcxte pour n’importc qiiollo destination. 

“ Les Mimmos provenant des dimes de. Vilayets de Konia, Fit minimi. Si mis, ct 
Adana, alTectecs ii Fimlemnite tie guerre liussc, seront vorsecs par la iiauque ImiH-rialu 













Ottomans nu G/.uvcrnemeut Imperial tic Uussio aux eeli&mccs con venues, ct les 
cxccdents restants, ainsi quo les vereements <|\ii lui sci.rnt ellectucs par les \ unycts 
tl ’Aidin, tie Uuuavcndighinr, ct dAugom, seront twuis reguheremont a la disposition 

“ Le Ministirc des Pinnaces nommora ct enverra sur les lioux, dans chacuu des 
susdits vilavrS-. an hspectour p. rnm.ei: aynnt rom-attrUmtHmsossenticllc:' do luvre 
<•1 accdk'reV 1* • cre.’ : • envnts, dVsmrr :ii:i i Ic -erviec reiruhv dcs mioincnts ct 
oneaisscme'.f.*., <-t do cntiAW !cs /-pi-rations iinanci*Vs y.'imraks de- susdits vilnvcts. 
Cos Inspect eiir**' sewSnt munis dcs instructions nccessaires et in vest Is dc plans 
pouvoirs.” 

•• i n coiisrtiucntv. tl’apres la lem ur do ITrmU- Imperial s mciionnnnt les decisions 
qui md.vden:, Ic .Mini.uere inform*-. la unique Impi-rink Ottomane quo les versemonts 
«iui root I'li'ccjuc* M'r les rev* mis dt-s dime-- <:*• EnnuiSe cnuva-.ic turns l« i s quutre 
vil . . , , ; Jds a Till :< • '• *'-.rc I*US • ' V. ’ Ui d- .a Cm v ntiou 

Special*-, dc rout el re portds eoinme de '.vide ail credit *;U e'mpte : ‘ Indommto dc 
Guerre Ku. ’L* wide, nin-i quo I* v.tsoj qu; S'-raiu o!b-.-:n - sur les revenus 
, . ... u . d’. d \TOllt * a. temu a 

in disposition du Trdsor. , ,, , n . 

•* .\(.us vmts remetlom ci-jjoint la li.-.le des revenus, dcs depends, et ilcsaneeta- 
tions d/s M pt vilayets en ciuestion. .. , 

“Les Inspectcurs qm seront ddsignds par le Minist •- dcs l*inanccs se tiendront 
en relations suivies <-t se eonccrloroiit avee les agents de la lUinnuo Imperial* 
Ultomaite - Ml.- da m r. dm*- l*i ’ 1 1 <*i • dn 'I’rda r. In c - trfde pour b bonne unre.be 
des pereeptinns dans les vilayets indnjuds. T ... 

••Les communications qui seront fnite ■ par ks : cents de .a bamptc Impemle 
Ottomane, taut aux Inspectcui.. qu’nu Hinutdre dcs Finances, seront prise:* en con- 

“ Nous von prions done de noils fairo savoir que la Banqu** Imperial*' Otto- 
mane se .barge du service on question, qui Uii est confie en vertn <1 uu Ir.ido 
Imperial V.-ui:' r. dirHei mnt amis fair/- *nv :•.*•• : .:»<• il u’existr j as d* • ueeim do 
de la Hauqiie dan le- Vilayet' dc Siva *-t «l« CV t-umini, h toquclliMle vos itceur- 
sales il eonvien bait d’oilVetr* r !es versemonts :*. »qi6r**r." 

Nous venous confirmer a votve Excellence quo not re clabhs,eluent est pivt a se 
charger des services ei-dess*vs specifies. 

La Bauque Imperial.: Ottomane n’nssume auouno ivq onsabilite pour !*• pan-mom 
iv-'idier dc dammit*- dc A T. 360,000 afiVctiv a niukmnit-.' dc guerre Husse; el.e 
ne^peul dire toehcrebc. sous aueun pivte::to a raison d'irregular it us micleonqms 
dans la perception dos imputs; olio n’a de oompte ii rondre quo pour les sommos 
oncais>e s par olio on vertu des presents accords. 

11 est irepeudant important pour la bonne unm-le- do ces services quo la Manque 
linpdrinle Ottomane all uue ngonco dans ebaeuu des vilayets indiqm s et. nous 
venous informer vutre Kxcellonee qu.* nous pr/>eeilerons, ilans le plus bret del n. a 
l’ouvortlire d’une aijence u Sivns et d’uno agenee a Castambol, dans des conditions a 
reglor avec elle. , . . . 

Nous prions voire Excellence de nous confirmer son accord sur cc dormer point, 
qui est essentiel pour la bonne nmrolic du service. 

Yeuillez, *&c. 

Le Directour-Geneml, 

(Signe) It. HAMILTON LANG. 

Le Direeteur, 

(Signe) GUST. AVULFING. 


luclosure 3 in No. 101. 

Imperial Ottoman Hank to Ilccfiud Bey. 

M le Miuistrc Constantinople, le 20 Avfil, lSfil). 

DA NS la’ lettre quo votre Exccllcmio nous n fait l'bonncur de nous adresscr 
nujottrd'itui, nous rcmarqimns deux jwssagos qui lout exciuslvcment mention uc 
** l’anneo eournnte’’ sans parlor des ano.e.'s vonir. 
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Afm d’fiviter tout malontcndu (Inns I’avcnir ct do mottre notre rcspousalnlitd a 
couvett, nous venous prior votre Excellence do vouloir burn nous douncr quelques 
explications eomplemcntaires. 

Le Directear-Gdndral, 

(Slgne) E. HAMILTON LANG. 

Le Sous-Dircctcur, 

(Sigue) OH. DE CEItJAT. 


luclosure I in No. 103. 

Rcchad Bey to Imperial Ottoman Bank. 

Le 13 (27) Avrit, 1315 (1899). 

NOUS avons icon votre lettre du M (20) A veil. 

En rep.mse, nous vous informons quo la ddoiaion comimiimpiec ]iar notre lez 
du M (20) Avril, 1315 (1899), no se rapporto pas seiilemcnt a 1 annCO eounmte. 

Ainsi qu’il est indiqud dans le susdit 'l'e/.kerd, il est eonvenu qu a partir dc annee 
couranto ct si I’avonir aussi, il sera opere do la maniere iiuliquee. / 

Si dans les deux nutres passages du Tczkere il a etc fait mention do lai 
couranto scnlemont, e’est. dans le bnt d’dtnblir mu- exception pour les encaisscmeuts 

dcs anudes passdes. _ e . . . . ... % 

Le Mimstre des l'inanccs, 

(Signe) ltfiCn.U). 

luclosure 5 in No. 101. 

Revenus et Pepeases de Sept Vilayets. 

Comparison outre les CbilTres du Bureau de Statisfcique ct ceux du Ministdro 

das Finances. _ 


Aneoru 

CWnmotiiii 


Castamouni 

. 


3. KxiKnrNT». 


Aldin 

Hrou«f 

A-np.m 


Suitbtiquc. 
t T. 

1,017,08ft 
h-.'7.'.'77 
39ft,ftOU 
•tSJ.ftftl 
lo.s tft 
asj.an 

*-* 17.83a 

a.o*.:'.'. to t 


7o2,ajs 
090,807 
3*20.000 
251,000 
100,000 
187.000 

los.ono 


151.71 


ill 1.717 
130.910 
09,309 
231.351 


£ T. 
073.941 
800,803 
433,400 
192,127 
311,050 
313,720 
199.042 

3.538,315 


101,880 
113,108 
175,713 
120.023 


327.211 
108.242 
110,007 
73,019 


N.ll.—1. • cliitl'r. . *!ii Iturvau *1* Sm*ie.;iqin' 
rmatici.rs.K- 1300 A 1312 (1H9U-91 a 1890-97). 
out iU* (K-duit. ihitf. U* vliilfr** du Mnlu*. 














Inclosure 6 in No. 101. 

Urvknv dcs Dimes do l’Empiro Ottoman ct lours AlTcctations. 




Tur 


•!' Eurnpr. 

■ t Himlit tn' 


( '•lu-uuilinopK 
Aitdrinoplu .. 

Sulouinuo .. .. 

Tobataldjn.. 

\lnmi>tir .. 

Ko*sov> .. 

Soutuii tl'Alboim- .. 
Itiv-i.- i Dimlnm'IU**)., 


Aitiiii 

mi. 

\iW"' 
A»il»ip 1 .. 

.. 

thvn>iilti .. 

JiiilU 

(.'ri>tiuumiiii 
Dinrlitkir .. 


I'wlnvt 
I •inJtlt 
Knwilem . 


,1- 3l'i 
: I 

It.. no 

I M,:m 


mo.oi# 

';G 

iii.ivj 


180,0.16 

mi,07 i 

•«l.678 
irto.iw 
I M»213 

If.161 
. i 


»'.8,<joo 

20«,<HM1 
.',000 
• 1,000 
•’6.000 
Jo,000 

| (l, (I (Ml 


JWi.oUO 

•lu.ooo 

110,000 

10,0.00 


» 6,1100 
I tH.O 0 
.'6.01)0 

70.600 

60,000 

1UJ.000 


| y,lt»o,517 1,56::,H55 


12,661 

10:1,150 

1,61’- 


I.l T-VJ-’l | 1,U71,BSS 


OborvioioiiB. 


1. !.• aircctiitioris fu r le* dliiif* 
ptn.i l'» .•ajimtk* Wlt»m(» 
trupu-' iU* tihcmhi' •!»• lor 
u'out pu< ik monUuii <K’lpr 
)• : ml - 

iik itt ill- Mttuljinkt |k>ui 
I’kvrt'iiL* linnnoii'i 1311 
qt.t iht pur if tur l' primal 
Tuliktiit. 

la -4 nfltftutini.. rill U’« (liniCK 
jii.ur rvic • I'nmiuit* 
ilt- C T. .mb,O'.'O •!•• l’imlem- 
oiti ilf ”Hviri' Hu-‘ poiii- 
prcuiu'iit In do 

JO i.i i hi' muI. r'lutwiMlirr 

.piVilc Mint pnrt&s poui’ 
f T. r.j'iO, Ci lli ■« 1'i.ur 
I'nm ui'.t' • i* T. loo.ooo 
«1 -linn .u U'iiil»" rr-iiK'iit 
th! iirrit'ii . h’tiol pa* tit' 
inaj<'rntioii. 

!1 i,’a i't j uri6 jiiuit' In I Kite 
Hi ti.mt.' t|ff l • llfftalioiut 
■tiir tliuicA ri'pirM'Munl (let* 
loomid* lisvi* ilt utiiiuw ioi 
rt mlour.-t-mt'iil 'If Cifaucc?i 
ik’iiu cnruilt rt' peu pits 
{krimim'iit. 































[e-ax] 



Dfei AiL 'Il's Affectations sur les Dimes. 


Turquit d'Enrol*. 
OmU.ntmoplc • t U^nlicuo 
Awlriiiojite .. 

Salmiiijuc 
ichalaWja .. 

Mona^ir .. 

SrutJii d’Aliuuik- 


Gliem Hus?- 

iTT 


£T. 


206.000 

71.000 


6,000 

20 , 00 " 

26,000 

10,000 


eVoOO J 'm ion S-iKmiquc-Tonnumtinoplc. U f 

/ c in .! Ktr Si1niii«|U' M-ur-nr. il.lf". 

.(■6,000 n „ . ,, » ,, Saiwiq' «.-» ' tOuntmoplc. tT. JO.OOO 

I Clu’tniii tlo For Salooiquc-Mona«t«r. 


5,00" 
•J 1.000 
26.000 
10,<100 


i 6 pour Coni, 1 006. 





110,000 ' 


00,000 I 





— 

- 


1’urqnir iT .*<»«. 





.. 1 

Aftlin 



‘I 177,000 



641,000 

;Utan 



60.0011 


1 

20.0041 

Alep 






10,000 

Ar. hip 'l 




" 

5 A j 

5.000 

ltogda 1 
Ba»*orah 




;; 


6,000 

llrniiba 

iU'JTOUth 

HitVui 



'* 16,000 

•: 

110,000 


1 'axsraoutii 
Iliarbckir 



-j 


I 


ic Fitkomn 
_ HnJnvei.difri 

- » 


’’ 1.10.000 

Hrj.omi 

j 





36,156 





.107,000 


itvmiii *Ic For CwsmIu— 

Kmtirunt Knulb, £T. - 50 , 000 . 

Km ,rant 6 r-arCent. 180C. £T. 10,000. 

, . < l,S .!, F< - H >idar*l*arbr»-Anp<»ni, ct Empnmt Omwt. 


■ : 

10.000 

6,000 

5,000 

46,000 

110.000 

.122.000 

16,155 


(’i.emtu i' Hot 1 laums-Uircdjik 


i F Ilaidar-Pachn-Angora— 

' ■ ... .anic. £ T. 162,000. 

;; ,, ur &m. 1896 £ r. JOiMOj 

Obcniin <lc Fer Hni*1nr-Pacha-Angora, 



















Sir N» O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 29.) 

(No. 204. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, May 25, 1.S99. 

WITH reference to the question asked in the House of Commons on the 15th 
instant, respecting tin- detention of certain Armenian eeclesi tics in the Monastery of 
St. James at J rusalcm, 1 have the honour to transmit herewith a Memorandum con¬ 
taining information privately supplied to me by the Armenian Patriarch. 

The CCch-siastics to whom the question referred are evidently tlie cx-Pnlrii»tcl» 
! * li-m, Shishutnnimt. and Klmrakhuniuu, the Bishops ot' tirzeroum anti Moush tvspec- 
tiu ly, who were removed to the Monastery of St. James after the troubles of ‘ MKI, where 
they* have since heel: detained. 

There is no reason to suppose that these high ecclesi.auica! dignitaries arc subjected to 
i:.v special treatment apart from th ' ’ • t of not being allowed to le v - their 
piesvnt place of residence, and 1 understand tin;, an annual stipend is paid to them hy 
ih Imperial (i. •. uim. nt through the Armenian 'Patriarchate iuw 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. H. O'CONOR. 


T11K Armenian Mehhivhop :::td Birdiups dv'.iin 1 nt : eru al m would lu* the 
\-i*ittri::rch lzmirlian, »ml .Shifthmaniati, Bishop c.' - Erreroum an- KnraklmniBishop 
- I Moush. 

/.inirliau was “forced in go to J rusalcm ot lii own accord* (to use Mgr. Ormu- 
nian’s expression) in the summer of 1899. Hi- Beatitude has several iimc ; oaken 
steps for his recall unolficially, himself jficritig to be surety for his good behaviour, hut 
the authorities set med anxious that the cx-Pnlrinrch should nut have an opportunity of 
causing' trouble to the reigning Patriarch ; such was the reason given. 

Shishmanian was neither tried nor condemned. After the troubles at Erzer.nmi he 
wa> imprisoned, and was then e-cortod to Constantinople, where he remained at the 
Patriarchate till he was forcibly ' -moved to the Monas*cry of Jerusalem in the summer 
of 189G, shortly before Ismirlian. 

Karakhnniun was tried at Lillis and condemned to close confinement in 1392. In 
1895 he win liberated, and comin ' to Constantinople performed his duties in the Church 
till the end of 1896, when he, too, was exiled. 

When the amnesty was declared in December 1896 the Patriarch applied ofiioially 
on behalf of the two lust that they should b • allowed to return in accordance with the 
terms of the amnesty; but though one Bishop, one Archimandrite, nod two Arch¬ 
priests who had been condemned to death wen pardoned entirely, they refused to 
u c.dl .Mushmnninn and Kurakhaniun, merely -.ayimt that it would be better for them to 
stay there. 

The Bishops are allowed the same liberty as the other inmate; ot the Monastery, 
hut frequently write to complain to Igr. Ormaniau, especially KaraMunian, who is ill. 

(Signed) (>. W. Y. PR ENDING AST. 

Constantinople , May 21, 1899. 


Sir N. O'Conor to l hr Marquess of 8aiishury.-—{l*r<ical May 29.) 

(No. 200.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, Man 25,1899. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 298 and 219 of the lltii and 17th instant 
respectively, regarding the irregular election of Mgr. M-lateoi to tli • Patriarchate of 
Autioch, l have the honour to report that it was decided yesterday, by the Council *>1 





















that n fresh eledion should he held forthwith, with the proper observance 
fro., ller Majesty’s Ccnisul at — 

Tr. SSJSWJS'i 5ft£Wp^ ' —Ud in »•)’ despatch No. 180 of 
the 22nd March last , |, a ,.„ &c , 

(Signedl N. & O'CONOlt. 


Th .Vfm i/e-. s of to air A . (TConor. 

(No. tS<> 1 Farcin) i ficc, Hay 31, 1800 

Sir, . , . • . tch No. 811 of tin ' Ith instant on the 

.f'h-n-a... ..*«»"'•"«.. 

prni'is'dh. s of Uu hu:’! authonta-s , ,1 t Ha di-tm-hed district, 

lapnrovoyour^ ; non to the Porte nitl. 

and in j.-u.m.: .h< I .• • -■ ' ... |l„. ltriti h and Prenel: t.onsiilm 

lrpanl to the proa-edmas HU' . . 

Dragoman* at Dinrhehir. ( „ £ c . 

(Signrdl SAI, IS] WHY. 


- . f Mi 


—(llccriccil I a " ) 


(No. 200.) O.w)tailmoplc. May 27, 1800. 

My Lord, . « n , 7 r; tin- ItJth April, ami No. 248 ol 

o flwwanl luA-,hh coin of »«ommunl«Wh.n from 

fi>« cl >• 1 m r ° y action in th«,natter. 

^Signed) ’ N. 11. O’CONOL 


Inolosurc in No. 193 • 

Tin (Ecumenical Putrlutch I Sir X. O’Conor. 

Thane., Ic 11 (23) Mai* 

::nrny:i:^.|e,u d'Ai: \ rt «, 


Sir X. O'Conor to the Marques* of Salisbury,— {Received June ».) 

(N<». S7R.) Constantinople, Mat, 30,1*». 

My Lfird. , Vl . „r- . ,i u , 4;) n | insl ut, I have I 

hone hcrAvitiriopyorn letter »hieh I have rceer 


from Messrs. Mucn&mard and Bond, inclosing a Petition from certain Biitish 
merchants of this city, begging that their claims for losses during the massacres of 
August 1800 may be pressed on the Ottoman Government; together with copy of 
my reply to this communication. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 10(5. 

Messrs. Mactiiimnra anil Bond to Sir X. O Conor. 

g ir Kutchuli Tunnel Han, Gatnta, May 25, 1899. 

WK (he undersigned delegates of the British sufferers by pillage during the 
Constantinople massacres of August 189(5, have the honour to hand to your 
Excellency the accompanyir.g Petitioti from the British victims in reference to their 
claims for* indemnity on the Imperial Ottoman Government. 

VYc liavc, &c. 

(Signed) J. V. MACXAMABA 
It I CllD. M. BOND. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 106. 

Messrs. Willey and Co. and others to Sir X. O’ Conor. 

sir Galata, May 22, 1899. 

' \VK, the undersigned member.; of the Urilisli colony of Constantinople, and 
victims of the pillage during the Constantinople massacres or August 1296, 
respectfully beg to call vnur Kxecllency's attention to the matter of our claims on 
Ihc liniR-rinl Ottoman Government for compensation on account of the losses so 

As far" had, as the 0«th March, 1H!)E>, we were mlormed by Ins hxccllcncj 
Sir P. Currie that he had on ll e 21th March, 1.8t>\ addressed a note to the Sublime 
Porte pressing for immediate payment of these claims from moneys coming into t u- 
Ottomni Treasure from the Grech war iiulanjnity Again, on the HtK November, 
189^ \vc understand your Excellency addressed a further note to the Sublime »ortc 
on the matter. IVe have since heard, on wha' teems to be reliable authority, t.iat 
the Turkish Government has not returned replies it. these notes; also that a Koporl 
approved bv the legal Councillor of the Porte on the matter was drawn up last mu 
by the Council of State and sent to the Palace, with a recommendation to the Sultan 
for the payment of these claims; also that the United States' Minister subscquentlv 
obtained from the Sultan a promise that the American claims would be paid ; also 
that the Turkish Government proposes-1<> pay the American claims in connection 
with and through certain American contractors with whom they are in negotiation 
for naval contracts. , ,, , ,, 

We therefore most respectfully beg t draw your Excellency s attention to ih 
above. Wt beg to state that the financial strain on some ol our number i 
intolerable. Some of them are daily losing business and business connection-. 
Business passes from them to German f .-nd i' r competitors, in eons: qucucc <u 
their having to pay a heavy rate n[ interest for financial accommodation to keep on 
their business. 

It is the general conviction of the British res.incuts that the I urkixh (lovein- 
inont will only pay these claims, which nr now nearly three years old, when ci 
Majesty's Government enforces its demands by pressure. 

We tborefore earnestly pray that your Excellency will once more call tiw 
attention of Iler Majesty’s Government to the critical position iff most ol i « 
claimants, and ask that an imimdia! settlement of these claims be insisted on 

forthwith. , i it i 

\l the same time, we beg most especially vmir Excellency to kindly inlonn i 
[1523] 2 













ir , inv favourable or otherwise, has been given to vour Excellency’s note o. 

November lost, as also as lo what is the present of our claims. 

c have, Sc. _ n 

(Signed) HENRY MBUBY i»u Co. 

(Aiul 1 / others.) 


Inclosure 3 in No. 100. 

Sir X. O'Conor in Messrs. Sfacnomara and Bond. 

Constantinople, -!/«»/ 27» 1399. 

Gentlemen, , . t i, : ns i alt t l have to miorin 

... r 

" r- ' ** B 

kept in view and that no opportunity ill be lo t "I 

(Signed) ’ N. )!■ O'CONOR. 


No. 107. 

Sir y. O'Oounr lo ■'/> Manjw.it •>' Salisbury.—(ll'rnni' lime A 

(No. 27ft.) Cointuntinuple, May 31,1339. 

My Lord, , ». i^- , r ti.,, iqj!. iltiiuu 1 hnvu tLc honour 

Majesty's Viee-Cons.il at Haim..... the ravages of locusts at that place. 

(Signed) N 11. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 107. 

Consul-General Drummond Hay lo Sir iV. O’Conor. 

(No. 35.) Ileirut, May 18, 1899. 

*• wm. »■». 

ffw n™..- »*#> 1 - 

•r-tsa t trass « 

I'T Tj“ copy’ ,.f mv Report on the method . adopted in Tunis for destroying 
V 11 well an vil! information on the subject, which the High ( omin.isiencr m 
them, as well as witti iniorm N: , mlm Pasha is examining the methods 

emKciUn Tunis ami Cyprus, and proposes ... adopt the.is far ns he is able, ,n 

this country. j havc & c . 

(Signed) II. DRUMMOND HAY. 


Incloaure 2 in No. 107. 

Memorandum respecting the Appearance of Locusts at Haifa in 1899. 

LOCUSTS appeared in the early part of the year in the Hauran, of which 
nearlv one-eighth of the grain district i* here reported to be in danger. 

\hout the same time they passed into the Casa of Tiberias, pi "Inch they, 
however, visited only a small part. It is said to be twenty years since they last 
appeared in this Vice-Consular district, which includes Acre, Haifa, Nazareth, and 
Tiberias though their appearance in the Hainan is more frequent. They also 
passed into the Casa of Safed, where they arc said to threaten considerable damage. 
They arc sai 1 to have been seen near Yore, but; no serious results seem to \ys 
annrcheiided in that neighbourhood. The locusts appeared as Hying locusts, m 
which state they do no damage. They, however, left eggs, from which the creeping 
or devastatin' 1 ' locusts have now appeared, but. so far as this \ ice-< onauljr district 
;concerned,It is onlv in the lands of a few villagers in Tiberias Cav.a. not 

been thought neecssarv to take anv special measures for their destruction m that 
ea/.a or any part of this Vice-Consular district, but in Safed, as X am informed, the 
Government has had trenches made into which the creeping locusts tall, and are 

1 1 1Cr< Gendarmes have been sent from Haifa and other cairns to force the peasants to 
make these trenches. (sil?ne(l) .,. H. MONAHAN. 

May 12,1899. 

P.S. May 13, 1899.—I have to-day received from a trustworthy correspondent 
at Tiberias the following information : — 

.'Hoth here and in Safed th Government are taking energetic measure.^ to 
destroy the locusts, but 1 fear the elforts arc not very sustained. i'iiey ar iorcing 
the inhabitants to go to the infected regions mid destroy them by various methods, 
r a. getting them in sacks and burying them, and then trampling on them, smashing 
them with oleander branches, burning thorn with petroleum oil when settled on 
trees, &c. I hear, too, that hen. ay, a dozen boxes of oil are .-ought lor this 
purpose, probably only one-half reaches the ‘ battlefield.’” ^ ^ ^ 


No. 108. 

Sir N. O’Conor la the Mimyum of Salisbury.—(Received .lime 5.) 

(No. 277. Confidential.) 10(ln 

Ylv Lord Constantinople, May 31,1899. 

" I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy' ot nu 
interesting report which 1 have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Aleppo, 

relative to the condition of that vilayet. . 

The account given by Mr. Barnbam ol the improvements effected by the \ab 
since his appointment proves him to be a most energetic and capable Administrator, 
and shows now much maybe done in the provinces of the Ottoman Umpire by 

Mr. llariibain, in common with Her Majesty's other Consular officers ill Syria 
mil Palestine, dwells on tho progress of Russian religious and educational inlluenco 
in the native Orthodox community, and on the efforts of the Russian officials to attain 
this end. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 











Tnclosiirc in No. 10S. 

Consul Barnham to Sir X. O'Conor. 


(No. 17. Confidential.) Alexmdnltn, May 21, 1809. 

1 HAVE the honour to submil to vour Excellency n few observations upon the 
government and general condition of the A ilayct of Aleppo. _ .. , 

The vilayet at present comprises Hie three sandjaks of Aleppo, Oiiifa, and 
Maresli, but'it has been decide.! to form a fourth andjnk, having it* scat o 
government at Antioch, and includin , the Casus of Ant.och, Jissr-Miogl, Sued,a, and 

A1 " N In 1 'connection will, this change, S.iedia, hitherto a Mudirlik, becomes a earn 
while tin- Casa or Ueilan (a town • miles from Alexandretta, becomes a .Mudiihh 

" lll '^mr^s'w; , ;.d;"ean 1 n l ; ti.c forint.: io it of tin., new sati.ljak arc the great 
distance or Antioch from Aleppo (lt)b . i. ' ..y or having a strong 

Ailmini .trati. 1 t. in =. distri. t which ir n. c«;.ie i 1... many dt lerent races, and notably 

liv one—the Nnoscrivch—which gives a great deal ol trouble. . 

Within the new sandjak arc the* mountain ranges of ^oIh I Acrn, .Mm. I Mmissu, 
and the Ainanus. and as. during the late political disturbances, these mount...is 
formed the meeting ground ef Armenian agitators, so to-day they are the resort ol 
brig.aids wito prev upon the Armenian villages which lie scattered over the d.strict, 
and who eomnemlv belem; to that strange sect knovyn as the Noosenyeh. 

Besides the creation of the new Sandjak of Antioch, a new cairn is to be formed 
within the Snndjak of Aleppo. , - , g. 

It will have the seat of government a: llammaraat, a place frequented Tor its 
sulphur springs, situated ahum '/> atilt - fr-.ni Vlcppu, between that city and 

' :, fr, ' ^eV^^'^hS^kt inhabitants £ 
inncb addicled to'p Itvphm.h .-io*. Tl. V.dii.op tin.: these arrangements will be 

carried into effect in the autumn. . • 

Speak!.. • a ... i .ills. 11 *Mu.- ., rif. .. I Kuan. ..aim win. have I wet. app..mt -.1 
to the Vil a . : sine, lta'euf P.inIiu e one m Aleppo compare fav.ntrahly with tlio.se vvlm 
were in office In fore Ida f;;a< gard.-. tl. it , r.-uat character and capacity, and 
the Vali U ps light I.old upon thee <• hi:;, them up fret|..ently to heud-ipiaUeis 

t° i"\vi i i'" t' , b-, r ■ ..f the civil and judicial slalf, it is clear llinl 

the il l' in ' ■ ■ I lots I libel umM them, foi we 

rarelv I..:.r ■.f pel.he : eaiuk ! ;.i t by . ..tcai... b.oiery. I here have been two 
eases' the details ... «!,«-! have a : ! eeii public, and both officials concerned 

have been removed. .. . 

The gr. ring p . rival tht R Ihtht m was very noticeable during last winter am 
spring, for it wni at leutuatetl bv sit rt harvest and cattle plague, riioexporlot 
| , r . ... l,r . : 1 - I,’,.- . .duetof the district, arc insignilieaiil, 

and, the alls'-nee o'r tpi'a'i .' h d m.ij.loyi r--.it t.f labour, many left .. 

l'o»* licirout and Kgyi»t in * *icl. t>! .1 • ;•.!.i n . . , . r ,, 

\ -un lu»*vi*vn - lad to report that <kii'i:;g lit'- .prince abundant ram has ml Ion, 
mill a harvest i ai’.-ui' I rich r limn n;. .alh -re. 1 foi many years past, while cattle 
disease lias entirely di . pp. arc! bot'u b on. the \ nay.it of Aleppo and from that >i( 

The luxe liuvi 11 .. a dime been elk l .-.!,an.i a large amount utai rears mud in, 
|,Ml I have no: It : r.l that the oUc iiim .. . arr.ed on with undue rigour. Officials 
ItaV ( * been paid with greater regularity, and no money, though frequently demanded, 
hns been sent to (' .iMatilinoplc, so that the V ali has at present a large balance un 


hand, which lie is devoting i * * public works. . . . . 

Of these ! must im nthm inree, in whicn ins Kxccllency takes great interest, and 
whicrli will be of lasting benefit, , 
1. The oM cit\ ol Alcpp; pr./iabl> p.eser.t . v.; > much the same aspect toala) 
is ii <i:>l Ti 1 '' ,t'.'ii a . and, Ir.'ia tli r.atun thmga, is incapable ol change 
',,,,1,. , -.u-v ; „ w n ilow ii by an earthquake. Its houses arc massive and pnsou- 


v.alls, k ilark, ill paved, and it 


137 


impossible to widen them owing to the want of money for expropriating the owners 

The Vali, therefore, encourages the development of the suburbs of DjcniiliS, 
A/.izie, and llamidic, where streets, varving in width from 30 to 10 feet, have been 
laid out with pavements, boulevards, and other embellishments, which will soon 
make Aleppo the handsomest town in the interior. Quarries of excellent white stone 
and yellow marble exist close to the city. 

Thirty years ago, when Bail' Pasha, our present Vali, was on the staff ol 
Midhat Pasha, Vali of 15a-. dad, lie parsed through Alexandretta, which he recalls as 
a tmvillct of 2.000 inhabitants, who lived in hilts erected on piles at a great distance 
from the ground, to escape from the miasma of the surrounding swamp. to-day 
the population is ncarl'v I i 000, the old hut Imve entirely disappeared, the sea front 
is occupied by a long'line of hnmlsium- stune houses and olliccs, while the streets 
have been properly laid out and paved. 

A Commission, of which Vice-Consul Catoni is an active member, was 
appointed last year to superintend the drainage of the marshes, and the work is 
progressing steadily. , 

‘ Lastly; preparations are being mad. for the construction of a break-water at 
Alexandretta. , , 

The present carriage road from Aleppo to the const was inaugurated fourteen 
years ago by the late Djemil Pasha. , 

Instead' of following the old caravan track, which had no difficult gradients, it 
was made to take a circuitous course to the north, for no apparent reason except to 
increase the profit of the engineer, the entire length being 357 kilom. 

The Vali is now making a new road, vifi Turnicncen (the old caravan route), 
which will merge into the present road at the Afrecn Diver. 

The Inst section of the road—that over the Bcilan Pass will also be 
reconstrucled, so that the journey to the const will altogether be shortened by 
something like 50 kilom., and il will bo possible, by obtaining a relay ol horses at 
liamnmmnt, to reach Alexandretta in one day. 

At the present moment the Vali is alisrnl on a tour ol inspection visiting in 
succession Ah-xmidrelta, Antioch, Suedin, and Killis, and lie lias handed over the 
charge of affairs at Aleppo to the Commandant, Lieutenant-(..uncoil lsckir 

laSl The reasons which have induced his Excellency to hand oyer his duties to 
a military man rather than to the Dcftcrdnr or Mektubji arc worth noting. It was 
a choice based, not on the special fitness of Bekir Pasha, but was made a measure 
or self-defence—n manoeuvre to insure that everything should goon well during his 
absence, but that ir anything untoward should happen, the blame should lull on the 
military party. , . .. ,, , - r 

I had occasion to report how Inst summer, two days after the 'ah lift lor 
Alexandretta, Ali Molisin 1’asha, the Commander-in-chief, deliberately provoked a 
in-cad riot in Aleppo with the object or discrediting the A alt, and, il possible, 
obtaining his recall. .. , 

It v.-as by precisely such means that, in 187il, Up mil I nslia, the Commandant, 
succeeded in ousting Said Pasha fi out the vilayet, and obtaining Ins post. 

II. failed In tins case, but the ignoble persecution lias been .continued ever 
gincc, by latent attack, or by open accusations telegraphed by All Molisin l aslm to 

'I he" Vali has twice scut in his resignation, but while it lias not been accepted, 
ho has received no satisfaction for the repeated calumnies of which lu- has keen the 

\ ictimj; [,. la | la ; s unworthy of his high command, and 1 certainly think 

it would lie'fill- the public good il he worn appointed elsewhere; for, should 
Uunuf Pnslin leave Ah ppn, not only will his work of progress come to an end, but 
we run the risk of seeing a Vali appointed in his place who will wink at, or share in, 
the dishonesty of Ali Pasha. . , _ . . 

I must here refer to tile Bedouin Arabs, and their recent tiighl from . ynu, for 
which I think Ali Pasha was largely responsible. 

'Vhcii Djemil Pasha was Vali id Aleppo, Ali Molisin Pasha, at that tunc 
Colonel Ali Bey, held the appointment ... Commander ..I the Desert, and in iliai 
capacity enriched himself at the expense of the Arabs, sharing the plunder with 
Djemil Pasha. Now the appointment is h-.-i ! by his subordinate, Mchetne! i a-lin 
from whom he collects his tialf share. 
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It is in consequence of the exceptionally harsh treatment of the Abiza Arabs 
last year that they were driven In migrate to the south this spring. 

Nothing further has been heard of them since they left, for they have eluded 
all pursuit. Ali Pasha told me that the loss of revenue resulting herefrom was 
£ T 10,000, hut whether this represents the average amount paid into the public 
account, or includes his own share, and that of his subordinate, I cannot say. At 
any rate, only a portion of the Anhui Arabs has migrated. 

I huu now to report to your Excellency a matter of some importance. 

On . 1 rival at Ale.vandretia 1 round that a Russian mm.dad, the • Alex¬ 
ander ih" having on board Admiral Skrydlojf aim tins Russian ^nimnl-Gcueral 
at Beiroul, had called and left, after announcing her intention of returning a week 
later, when the Admiral and Consul-General won!.! proceed to Aleppo. 

Your texcellfc'.icy lias probably boon <>jforir.> 'l tat: oleolton at Damascus <>t 
.Mclitios, a Syrian Greek, as Titular Patriarch of Antioch. 

It appears that the nov. I*:ic»*!i is in lh" |> •>' ‘>1 me Uussian boy rmnent. 
w hich is making great dl’orts, with lii.i support, ta ceure the mu .uinctam ol tile 
Russian language into the schools of the Ortnounr; ( lunch. 

I understand that thu niovea.enl has met with groat success in the Lebanon, at 
Boirout, and at. Tripoli. 

The “Alexander II” has been to Mersymi in my district, and t.iorc—as else- 
where—the Admiral and Consul-General lauded and altemlcd Mass in the Syrian 
Greek Church, receiving at the same lime an address Iroin the community, dictated 
to them by tlie Russian Consulate Dragoman, asking far Ike establishment ol a 
Russian sehno! at Mcrsyna. .. ... .. . 

Witit such absence of concealment have these steps ouen taken Mini it would 
seem that the Turkish Government is aware ol what is going on. 

Vs t!ic lire, k Bishop of Aleppo is sttpp> ed to have been approached on the 
subn et, and to have refa ;cd lo ominteiiao •- hr :n ivcuient. the i.nprndmg joiirney 
of the Admiral and Consul-General will, It Is mpposod, be undertaken with the 
object of winning him over. ... , .. 

'Che Greek population or \toppn is abon! 11,001), that a; Antioch and 'media, 
together, about 1,000. 

The Rower which wouhl naturally he the first to resent this movement is 
!•' ranee, which lias, by lior numerous m.mastic ;u»l scholastic institutions, sought 
to make her influence paramount in Syria, but s‘i • is tied by her alliance with 
Itiisski, which seems to be allow ’d a tree hand i;i the matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY D. BARN HAM. 


No. 109. 

77ir Marqum of Salisbury to Sir .V. 0* Conor. 

W -> Foreign Office, June 5.180». 

1 HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 257 of the 23rd ultimo, 
reporting a conversation which your Excellonoy luid with Tmvlik Pasha on the subjeot 
ortho British claims arising out of the Armenian massacres. 

I approve thu language which you held to his Excellency on that occasion. 

11 l urn, &o. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. no. 

Sir X. O'Conor lo the Marquess of Sulisbury. —(Received June 12.) 

Constantinople, June 0, 1809. 

' WITH reforcnco to my dospatch No. 2(50 of the 25th ultimo. 

1 have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which 
1 have received from Her Majesty's Consul at Damascus, reporting that the newly 
elected Orthodox Patriarch is to he deposed and a new election hold. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. It. O'CONOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 110. 


Consul Richards to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(No. 31.) Damascus, May 25, 1899. 

WITH reference to my telegram of yesterday’s date reporting the orders 
received bv the Vali to depose the Greek Patriarch Elect (Mgr. Melatcos) and to 
reinstate Mgr. Germanosas locum tenens nf the Patriarchate previously to the bolding 
of a new election, I am informed by Nazim lVln that lie is awaiting Hie return to 
Damascus nf some of the Bishops who happen to he away jus.at pres out, J mfo ro 
proceeding to carry out the orders he lias received. The, bung so it is di built to 
as yet tho elTcct which the news when generally .mown will havo on li e Graok 
Syrian party, but I shall be surprised if the order he quietly submitted to. they an-, 
however, much less confident of success than they were formerly. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 


No. 111. 

Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 12.) 

VT° Constantinople, June l>, 1S99. 

7 WITH reference to mvile^mteh X a<0-A the 1 Hit April last, I have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith cojiy of a despatch which I hav< i?cm > >l■ Rojn 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Damascus, reporting the result, ol a further punitive uxpuu- 
tion against tho Bedouin of the r l cl-es-Safa. 

I have, ccc. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosurc in No. 111. 


Consul Richards to Sir N. O’Conor. 

f? 0, 35,) Damascus, May 20,1S99. 

’ WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 19 and 9 of the Ith April and 27th 
Pobrimry respectively, I have tho honour to inform your Lxeclloney that Uusrev laslia 
who some ten days or so ago was dispatched a second time against the marauding 
Bedouin tribes of the Tol-es-Safa has just returned, his expedition having proaid in 
one sense a complete success. According to tho olhcial version .1 would aPF-nthat 
the Pasha’s force, which consisted of 100 mounted znptielis only—all ol whom, now 
ever, were picked men—came into regular conflict with the Bedouins, of vylioin they 
killed twenty and wounded forty more, their own losses being confined lo two killeil, 
one sergeant and one corporal. , . , ., i 

Uusrev Pasha is said to have recovered from the Arabs 1,000 sheep and 
213 camels. A private version, however, of what actually look place, which lias 
reached me from a reliable source, gives a very different complexion to the affair, i 
am toid that Husrcv Pasha and his men luul the good fortune to surprise a small 
nartv of Bedouin shepherds, twelve in number, who, together with the Sheikh, 
were guarding the Hocks of the tribe, the members of which were away on a ghazu 
or foray some 40 miles off. The znptielis appear to have pursued and shot down tho 
shepherds, all of whom, together with tho Sheikh, wore killed, not, however, before 
they on their part lind succeeded in killing one sergeant and one corpora . The 
zaptiolis then collected all the sheep and camels which they could find, viz., .5,000 or 
the farmer and 200 of tho latter, ami proceeded to bring them back to Damascus. As 
a matter of fact, however, I hear that only 1,200 sheep actually reached tho city, tho 
remainder having been previously disposed of in various ways. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W. S. RICHARDS. 
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No. 112. 

Sir A. (/Conor lo the Morijiicst of Salisbury.- — {Her: vnl .lam 12.) 


(No. -J1.) Constantinople, June 0,1690. 

' IN* inv ilcsiiatch '<). 268 or the 28rd ultimo, I forwarded to your Lordship copy 
of a telegram from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Von reporting an alin.y hetween 

U 'o , i ,l |".'«. ,l 'iwrtv«ic’honour to transmit copy or a further tele^M.un from Captnm 
Mmmsell reporting the rlismissu! uf tie- Governor of Mush, ami urging the desirability 
of his reinstatement in view of tin- critical state ot affairs in the neighbourhood. 

' I have laid the c utents of tin-- icli trr.ii.* before tile Sultan taroush tbe medium 
of the first Secretary, submitting, that it teemed to he advisable for the present to 
11 tin* (Inventor c»l Musli til his jtosU . , , 

His Majesty sent me a courteous message in reply Ui the effect that he much 
nppreeinled tie 'inter, si uhieh I had shown in the Armenian and Macedonian question*, 
and that he was grateful for the result o'f my action. 

Hi, Maie.lv said that he would have retained the Governor at his post in com 
nliin.ee with’ mv suggestion, but thnt official Imd unfortunately been dismissed five 
(lavs before, nmi had already left Mush. Ills relations had not been good W. the 
Yuli. and to send him bach again would not he conducive to the proper conduct 

•I"''"liis Majesty prom: .1 In end the most positive order to the Acting Governor to 
spare no ciTorts'to maintain order and to reassure the population ot the tonn. 1 Is 
Alaie.ie also promised to lake special earn that the new Governor sliould he an 
experienced and trustworthy official, Zihni Pasha, the President ot the■ Commission 
for the nppoiiitmeiit of poll,', fiinetionaries. had already been instructed m this sense, 

and these instructions would now he repeated. . 

1 have since heal’d that (he Governor a recall was due to a Palace mtrigui ol the 

kind so common in this country, set on lent by iitc N uli ol Ihtlis. ■ 

In a telegram dated Uiu 2ith May. Captain Maunsel reports that he was lcautig 
for Mush on the following day. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) N. U. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 112. 

Captain Maunarll In Sir N. O'Conor. 

(Telegraphic,) ni,,is > M . ( " J 23 > 18 ?; ) *. 

(lo V Kit NOR of Mush dismissed and summoned to Constantinople. It is 
important that he should ho retained at present critical tune. 

lie lias protected the Christians, and rceontly prevented a massacre in the town 
where feeling 1 is very high after death ,>r prominent notable of the town in the hgh 

Yali is his enemy. Successor lias a bad record, anil grave disturbances are sure 
to result from his appointment. 


No. 113. 

Sir A'. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received June 10.) 


Mvis'rfl^ Therapia, June 10,1890. 

J ’ \vi ni reference to my despatch N . 2.’A of the 23rd ultimo, reporting an affray 
|„.tween revnliilionists anil regular troop, al i'vmk, and In Hie concluding paragraph 
of niv desiiateh No. 201 of the litli instant, I h ive now the honour to report that Her 
Mnie’dvV Vici-Coimul at Yaa has rvtern, I t hi p >4 after vidting .Musli. 

In a tele-rain received lid:- morning, Captain Mannsell staves that when lie passed 
through the disturbed district, the Government were continuing their search for 


HI 


revolutionists, hut were not generally molesting the innocent villagers, and .that at 
Zronk the regular troops imd almost completevl the restoration of cattle pillaged b> 
Kurds during the recent disturbance. 

° I liave, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


No. 111- 

Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 20.) 

Constantinople, June 19,1899. 

' WITH reference to nn despatch No. 296 of the 10th instant, 1 have the honour to 
transmit to vour Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have receive.. from Her 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul «t Van, relative to the affray hotween Armenian revolutionaries 
and regular troops at Zronlt, in tlio Mush Plain. , ... 

Captain llafms. il, aim, as your I,ordshlp will remember, was authorised by nic to 
undertake a journey to Mush, has now returned to ids post. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Iuclosuro in No. 111. 

Captain Maunsetl lo Sir N, O'Conor. 

£"• ’ min. May 21, 1899. 

’ " I I1AVK tile honour lo report that i arrived here on the I9lb instant through 
Karehikan, Kliizan, and Ispairl districts to see tile state of the eoimtiv for distvihution 
of relief, and regarding which I propose to render to your Excclloney a detailed Kport 

"" "Vin arrival here I round tluit tile Christian papulation were considerably excited 
over recent events in the Mush Plain, due to the proceedings of Armenian 

rl "'("i'a’lhe 7 th instant a batlalif.ii of regular troops was sent to tile village of Zrenk 
in Mush Plain, information having been received Hint some revolutionists were hidden 

''"'"’i’hev found eight revolutionists, with their leader, Gurgen, posted on or near the 
village threshing llnor, while eleven others wore concealed III a ravine close by. these 

|UIU Aftkr n'struggle lasting,'it is said, lour hours, Gurgen and all his band were- 
destrmceh f ^ (j u(g011 . lm j p,,rseiid, were directly from Russia, lint tlie others 

were natives of this Country. , , . 

The rifles taken from them, and which the Military Commandant here showed c, 
are tile Russian magazine rifle witli Government mark. . , .. . 

Talib Kflendi, a leading Notable of Mush, Hassan (lmousli, a cousin of the Aim 
Bey, uf liiilis, and eight regular soldiers were killed. 

■ I mu assured by Imili the Yali and Coimimndnni that no llamidie troops have been 
called out or utilized fur those disturbances. . 

The villagers of Zronk lied during the light, hut have subsequently returned. 
Rumours front Armenian sources say that this village and three others m the 
vicinity were plundered, and the inhabitant* massacred, but there are only vague 
rumours of which 1 can trace no continuation. . ,. . 

If such had happened, by this time some further information would have 

" rl The Yali lias welcomed my arrival here, and, ns far as I can see, lias given me nil 
possible information at his command. .. . . . 

Also oil mv wav from Van a Knimiik.a.i, of the C’aza through which I passed, 
happening to lie' away in liiilis, was ordered at once tu return in order to meet me. 

In previous Struggles with these revolutionists the Government policy has been to 
attack onlv the revolutionists, ami protect the innocent villagers, and I think un*y atu 
adhere to this course. 
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On the 22nd April, nt Taghud, two revolutionists am) four villagers were killed, 

®* he.movea rapidly 

for example, Uw. revolutionist, killed one man, 

n. bi,^. ». ;v;; ; 

tolls m* '. has used nit his influence to induce the \iUagcr* to I 

rr '1 i it' dion with a batten- of nmuntnin gnus from "; !v - ">n son, e j«t>cr 

-Skiffisss s =,«■-*» 

......- - »«* 
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would appntvntlv bo glad oftlio statements of an impartial witness. 

1 have had the honour to eon,mimical.- the substance nt tile ahm, to >our 

Excellency by telegraph. ^ &( , 

(Signed)' ' ‘ V. U. MAUNSEbl,. 


No. 110. 

.sir jY. O' Conor to the Muryuess of Salisbury.-(Hcceivctl June 20.) 

(No. 301.) Constantinople, June 10, IStlO. 

5 ' VllAVK the honour to transmit herewith copy of a telegramfiwn! ""Uapstys 

Inrther developments. j &c 

(Signed) N. It. U’COXOR. 


Inolosuro in No. 115. 

Vice-Consul Jones to Sir jY. O'Conor. 

Uiarbekir, June 15, 1800. 

(Telegraphic.) , u v v-di’s institution has been .'aligned b\ the 

»«.!*; V* S.f fc”S. t£S&3S& S&L& 

j - ....» 

displeasure. Emails given hi my letter of the 13m June. __ 


No. 110. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the ilarqum of S„IMury.-(lieceire,l June 26.) 


(No. 307.) 

Mv Lord, . 

1 HAVK the honour 10 tmiumut to sou. 
which 1 huvt* received from Her Majesty s vie 
revolt of . Kurdish tribe in the Dcrsim district. 


Constantinople, June 2‘J, 1S1M). 
Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
•c-Cousul at Dinrbekir, respecting the 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) N. It. O'CONOK. 


Inclosure in No. 110. 


Vice-Consul Jones lo Sir iV. O'Conor. 

fN°. l.i.) Diarbekir, June 3, 1S99. 

I haVB the honour to report that according to information received front Khar put 
a disturbance appears to have broken out in the l>«rsim district of that proving, the 
result of a fray which took place between the predatory Kurdish tribe of the Khoja 
Ushaghfr. whose leaders arc chosen front tin* Marti family, and the •government police, 
three of whom were wounded, wliile the Kurds lost two men, one ot the killed being a 
member of the leading family. The Chief of the tribe lias declared Ins mention ot 
lakiiv a life for every hair of his brother, and tlu- tribesmen having burnt their Houses 
have taken refuge in’tlie mountain so as to be able to carry on a guerrilla campaign 

''■‘“"a Governmenmdllcial, whose house at Chuulishglwr.ek bad been plundered by the 
tribe some weeks ago, was induced to trust their word that hn properly slum d be 
restored to him if lie went in person to their haunts, and sutfored for his credulity by 
having both bis cars cut nil', bis lit. being spared in order dint lie might return to 
Cltemkhgliezek with « message to the local Kaimaknm that all Government ollictals 
lolling into the hands of the tribe might expuct to receive similar treatment. 

Since that time the rebel tribes has made a raid upon the Hocks nt a corlnin • alnn 
Boy, one of the leading men of Chcmishgltezek. The other Nurds of tlm district have 
fortunately remained quiet, but should they make common cause with the reoels, the 
outlook for tlm Government cannot but become serious. 

Jly informant stales that he lias reason to believe the above account, derived fron. 
a reliable source, to lie substantially true, lie adds that lie has also heard that the 
Kurds of Keniakli have broken out into open revolt. 

I have, Sc. 

(Signal) .T. FRANCIS JONES. 









